•n^ 


.A  A 


s.. 


.A?. 


SEVENTH  TRIENNIAL  SESSIONS. 


Acts  and  Proceedings 


H 


H 


\U  ±  ± 


UNITED  STATES, 


TIFFIN,  OHIO,  MSY  18,  1.  D.  1881 


DAYTON,  OHIO: 

"CHRISTIAN  WORLD"  OFFICE. 
Cor.  Main  and  Fourth  St3. 


3LjE:m:l^-a.t^. 


ART.  I,  Opening  of  Synod. 

AET.  II.  Members  Present. 

AKT.  III.  Election  op  Officers. 

AET.  IV.  Rules  of  Order. 

AET.  V.  Appointment  of  Standing  Committees. 

1.  On  Religious  Services. 

2.  On  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 

3.  On  Minutes  of  District  Synods. 
4..  On  Official  Reports  of  Classes. 

5.  On  Overtures. 

6.  On  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches. 

7.  On  the  State  of  the  Church. 

8.  On  Missions — Home  and  Foreign. 

9.  On  Orphan  Homes. 

10.  On  Nominations. 

11.  On  Finance.  * 
AET.  VI.  Communications. 

AET.  VII.  Eeligious  Services. 
AET.  VIII.  Synodical  Minuies. 

1.  Minutes  of  General  Synod. 

2.  Minutes  of  District  Synods. 
AET.  IX.  Minutes  of  Classes. 
AET.  X.  Overtures.' 

AET.  XI.  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches. 

AET.  XII.  State  of  the  Church. 

AET.  XIII.  Missions. 

AET.  XIV.  Benevolent  and  Eeligious  Institutions. 

AET.  XV.  Sunday-schools. 

AET.  XVI.  Appeals  and  Eeferences. 

AET.  XVII.  Complaints. 

AET.  XVIII.  Church  Government. 

AET.  XIX.  .Synodical  Archives. 

AET.  XX.  Finance. 

AET.  XXI.  Publication. 

AET.  XXII.  Nominations  and  Elections. 

AET.  XXIII.  Miscellaneous. 

AET.  XXIV.  Eesumption  and  Close.  » 

AET.  XXV.  Adjournment. 


SEVENTH  TRIENNIAL  SESSIONS, 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS. 


Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
at  its  Triennial  Sessions,  convened  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  in  the  month 
of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-one.  The  sessions  commenced  on  the  evening  of  the 
eighteenth,  and  continued  until  in  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  the  month,  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Genei-al  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  convened  according  to  appointment,  in  th6  First  Reform- 
ed Church  in  Tiffiin,  Ohio,  on  Wednesday,  May  18,  A.  D.  I88I5 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and,  after  some  religious  services, 
the  opening  sermon  was  preached  by  the  president,  Rev.  David 
Van  HOrne,  D.  D.,  from  I.  Peter  2:  24:  Who  his  own  self  hare 
our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  that  we,  being  dead  to  sins, 
should  live  unto  righteousness:  by  whose  stripes  ye  were  healed. 


ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

FROM    THE    SYNOD    IN   THE    UNITED    STATES. 

CLASSES.  MINISTERS.  ELDERS. 

E.Pennsylvania.  Daniel  F.  Brendle.  Owen  Romich. 

H.fl.W.Hibshman.D.D.  John  Frace. 


Lebanon. 

Philadelphia. 
Lancaster. 

E.Susquehanna. 
W.Susquehanna 

Goshenhoppen. 
Tohickon. 

Lehigh. 


Frank.  W.  Kremer,  D,  D.  Henry  Loose. 
Chus.  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D. 
Benj.  Bausman,  D.  D.         John  F.  Orth. 
George  Wolff,  D.  D. 

David  E.  Klopp,  D.  D.       Abram  Schwenck. 
J.  H.  A.  Boraberger,  D.D.  Thomas  B.  Geatrell. 
Henry  M.  Kieffer.  Jacob  Gerhart. 

Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  D.    William  H.  Seibert. 
Joseph  B.  Shumaker,  D.  D. 


Daniel  Shaffner  (1). 

Jonathan  Sweisfort. 
John  K.  Haas. 

John  H.  Keller. 
Richard  Strubble. 


Darius  W.  Gerhard. 

Alfred  Houtz. 
George  B.  Dechant. 

John  F.  DeLong. 

Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.  Samuel  D.  Rudy. 

Abraham  B.  Koplin.  Milton  J.  Hess. 

James  G.  Dengler.  Henry  Weisel. 

Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.  Owen  L.  Schreiber. 
Nero  S.  Strassburger.  Solomon  Griesemer. 
Thomas  N.  Reber.  Solomon  Boyer. 


PROM   THE   SYNOD   OF   OHIO. 


Miami. 


Peter  C.  Prugh. 
William  A.  Hale. 
Samuel  B.  Yockey  (2). 


A.  H.  Baughman, 
Joseph  F.  Kemp. 
Benjamin  Kuhns. 


1.  He  took  hia  seat  on  Thursday  afternoon,  the  second  day  of  the  sessions- 

2.  His  seat  was  occupied  from  the  evening  of  the  organization  until  Friday  morn- 

ing by  Rev.  Michael  Loucks,  secundus. 


Lancaster,  (0.) 

John  M.  Kendig, 

George  Holman. 

Tuscarawas. 

Austin  Henry. 

Samuel  B.  Leiter,  D.  D. 

John  C.  Allen  (1). 
John   Weimer,  M.  D. 

John  S.  Stoner. 

Ephraim  K.  Kremer. 

Tiffin. 

Jeremiah  H.  Good,  D.  D. 

Lewis  Keller. 

Lewis  H.  Kefauver,  D.  D 
Nathaniel  H.  Loose. 

.  Henry  Stoner  (2). 

Eastern  Ohio. 

John  J.  Leberman  (3). 

John  Williard. 

Charles  M.  Schaaf. 

Eobert  Bell. 

N.  Illinois. 

Isaac  A.  Sites. 

Charles  T.Kleckner. 

Shelby. 
Iowa. 

Eobert  P.  Oplinger. 
Cyrus  Cort. 

John  Kunkel. 
Albert  Cort. 

Fred.  C.  Bauman. 

Abraham  Griffee. 

St.  Joseph. 
Cincinnati. 

Louis  Grosenbaugh  (4). 
Scott  F.  Hershey. 
Oswald  J.  Accola. 

Jacob  Pfeifer. 
J.  I  Frager, 

Kansas. 

John  Bachman. 
Joseph  G.  Shoemaker. 

Henry  Schroer.  (5). 

PROM    THJ;    SYNOD    OF    THE    NORTH-WEST. 

Zion's.  William  Hansen.  Henry  Hilgeman. 

Charles  F.  Kriete. 
Sheboygan.  James  Bossard,  Ph.  D.  (6). 

Jacob  Hauser. 
Indiana.  John  F.  H.  Dieckman  (7).  Fred.  W.  Scheele. 

John  J.  Janett  (8).  Ernst  F.  Oslage  (9). 

Heidelberg.  John  H.  Klein,  D.  D.         John  G.  Eaiser. 

John  H.  Stepler.  Louis  Kaltschmidt. 


He  took 
He  took 
His  seat 
His  seat 
by  Rev 
He  took 
He  took 
He  took 
He  took 
He  took 


his  seat  on  Thursday  morning  the  second  day  of  the  sessions, 
his  seat  on  Thursday  morning  the  second  day  of  the  sessions- 
was  occupied  during  Monday  by  Rev.  J.  Huston  Bomberger,  secundns. 
was  occupied  from  Thursday  afternoon,  until   the  final  adjournment, 
•  Reuben  Keller,  secmidus. 

his  seat  on  Thursday  morning  the  second  day  of  the  sessions, 
his  seat  on  Thursday  morning  the  second  day  of  the  sessions, 
his  seat  on  Thursday  morning  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 
his  seat  on  Thursday  morning  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 
his  seat  on  Thursday  morning  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 


Erie. 

Milwaukee. 
Minnesota. 
Nebraska. 
Ursinus. 
St.  John's. 


Missouri. 

Westmoreland. 
Clarion. 

St.  PauVs. 

Somerset. 

Allegheny. 

Zion's. 

Maryland. 


Herman  J.  Euetenik,  D.  D. 

August.  E.F.Schade(l). 

Heniy  A.  Meier. 

John  H.  C.Eoentgen  (2).    Henry  Eugenmeier, 

No  members  present. 

No  members  present. 

Joseph  A.  Keller.  Paul  Geiger  (3). 

Peter  Grreding,  D.  D. 

John  G.  Zahner,  D.  D.  (4).  John  Heinz, 

No  members  present. 


SYNOD   OF   PITTSBURGH. 

Jacob  F.  Snyder. 
John  McConnell. 
Joseph  B.  Thompson. 
D.  S.  Dieffenbacher. 
Frederick  Pilgram. 
John  Euhl. 
Lewis  D.  Steckel. 
Francis  A.  Edmonds. 
Thomas  F.  Stauffer. 


Joseph  Cort. 

Eli  Sell. 

Jacob  Barnhart. 


C.  M.  Boush,  E8q.(5). 
John  Musser. 

Abraham  Moyer. 
Martin  H.  Sitler. 


SYNOD    OF   THE   POTOMAC. 


John  Kretzing  (6). 
Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  D. 
Fred.  J.  Sauerber. 
Francis  S.  Lindaman. 
J.  Spangler  Kieffer. 
Joel  T.  Eossiter. 
John  G.  Noss. 


Henry  Wirt. 

F.  M.  McKeehan. 
Geo.  H.  Stambaugh. 
Samuel  E.  Weaver. 

John  M.  Hoffman. 

G.  S.  Griffith. 
Ezra  Williard. 


1.  He  took  his  seat  on  Thursday  morning  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 

2.  He  took  his  seat  on  Thursday  morning  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 

3.  He  took  his  seat  on  Thursday  morning  the  second  day  of  the  sessions. 

4.  His  seat  was  occupied  during  Friday  by  Rev-  Fred.  Strassner,  aecundus;  and  from 

Monday,  to  final  adjournment,  by  Rev-  Jacob  Dahlman,  D-  D.,  secundus- 

5.  He  took  his  seat  on  Thursday  morning  the  second  day  of  the  sessions- 

6.  His  seat  was  occupied  during  Tuesday  by  Rev.  Wm.  K.  Zieber,  D.  D.,  secundus. 


JHercersburgh. 


Virginia. 

North  Carolina. 

San  Francisco. 
Portland. 


John  M.  Titzel. 
Isaac  Gr.  Brown. 
Fred.  A.  Eupley. 
Jacob  flassler  (1), 
Henry  St.  J.  Einker  (2). 
John  A.  Hoifheins. 
Geo.  Wm.  Welker,  D.  D. 
Julius  H.  Shuford. 
No  members  present. 
No  members  present. 


John  P.  Heed.  Esq. 
Josh.  L.  Eeifsneider. 
John  Bowman. 
J.  Eawm  Pague. 
Eichard  Gray. 
Chas.  P.  Matthaei. 


FROM   THE   GERMAN   SYNOD   OP   THE    EAST. 


Henry  Berge. 
Christian  E.  Mennig. 
William  D.  Gross. 


New  York. 

West  New  York.  John  B.  Kniest. 
Oer.Philadelp^ a.  John  Kuelling,  D.  D. 
Nicholas  Gehr,  D.  D. 
G-er.  Maryland.  No  members  present. 
W.Pennsylvania.Cha,Y\e%  A.  Limberg. 

MEMBERS   FROM   CORRESPONDING    BODIES. 

From  the  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America, 
Eev.  C.  W.  Locher. 

From  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Eev.  Thomas  S.  Childs,  D.  D.- 

ADVISORY   MEMBERS. 

From  Philadelphia  Classis. — Eevs.  Samuel  E.  Fisher,  D.  D. 
David  Van  Home,  D.  D.,  Abraham  B.  Stoner,  James  I.  Good. 
Elders  Hon.  Hiram  C.  Hoover,  Samuel  H.  Bibighaus,  Esq. 

From  Miami  Classis. — Eevs.  David  Winters,  D.  D.,  John 
Pence,  Isaac  H.  Eeiter,  D.  D.,  Henry  M.  Herman,  Samuel 
Mease,  D.  D.,  James  T.  Hale,  Michael  Loucks,  Milton  F.  Frank, 
G.  Wm.  H.  Smith. 


1.  His  seat  was  occupied  from  the  organization  until  Friday  morning  by  Rev-  J. 

David  Miller,  secundus. 

2.  His  seat  was  occupied  from  the  organization  until  Friday  morning  by  Rev. 

Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  P.,  secundus- 


From  Lancaster  (0.)  Classis. — Eevs.  John  Vogt,  D.  D.,  Fran- 
cis C.  Yost,  Silas  P.  Mauger,  George  H.  Leonard,  Henry  H. 
Sandoe,  James  Heffley,  and  Jacob  Klingler.  Elders  Henry 
Leonard,  James  L.  Slough,  Jacob  Klee. 

From  Tuscarawas  Classis. — Eevs.  Sebastian  C.  Goss,  Edward 
D.  Wettach,  Theodore  J.  Bacher,  Orange  E.  Lake,  Lewis  M.. 
Kerschner,  James  H.  Steele,  John  H.  Beck. 

From  Tiffin  Classis. — Revs.  Geo.  "W.  Williard,  D.  D.,  Herman 
Rust,  D.  D.,  Samuel  Shaw,  Joseph  H.  Hunsberger,  Reuben 
Good,  Prof.  Alvin  S.  Zerbe,  Ph.  D.,  Alpheus  E.  Baichly, 
John  J.  M.  Gruber,  Allen  K.  Zartman,  Amos  Casselman,  John 
I.  Swander,  Jacob  Ihle,  "William  Smith.  Elders  John  Krilly, 
Jacob  J.  Seibert. 

From  Eastern  Ohio  Classis. — Revs.  Milton  H.  Groh,  Edward 
H.  Otting,  William  A.  ]\Iiller,  J.  Huston  Bomberger. 

From  Northern  Illinois  Classis. — Rev.  Frederick  W.  Stump. 

From  St.  Joseph  Classis. — Revs.  Edwin  R.  Williard,  Jerome 
B.  Henry,  Reuben  Keller,  John  D.  Neff,  Frederick  F.  Christine, 
"William  H.  Fenneman,  David  H.  Reiter,  Daniel  Kroh. 

From  Cincinnati  Classis. — Rev.  John  H.  Krueger. 

From  Zion's  Classis  (Synod  of  Northwest). — Revs.  John  Niehoff, 
Charles  Schaaf,  Elder  Henry  Tons. 

From  Heidelberg  Classis. — Revs.  Edward  D.  Miller,  Philip 
Ruhl,  William  Gilpin,  John  Winter. 

From  Erie  Classis. — Rev.  J.  G.  Schmid. 

From  St.  John's  Classis. — Revs.  Frederick  Strassner,  Jacob 
Dahlman,  D.  D. 

From  St.  Paul's  Classis. — Revs.  Joseph  H.  Apple,  D.  D,, 
David  D.  Leberman. 

From  Somerset  Classis. — Rev.  Calvin  IJ.  Heilman. 

From  Allegheny  Classis. — Rev.  John  M.  Souder,  Elder 
Thomas  J.  Craig. 

From  Zion's  Classis  {Potomac  Synod). — Revs.  Wna.  K.  Zieber,. 
D.  D.,  Henry  T.  Spangler,  Andrew  J.  Heller. 

From  Mercersburg  Classis. — Revs.  Elnathan  E,  Higbee,  D.  D., 
J.  David  Miller,  Franklin  F.  Bahner. 

From   Virginia  Classis. — Rev.   Samuel   N.   Callender,   D.  D. 


From  West  New    York   Classis. — Eev.   Charles   Kuss,    Elder 
Christian  Boehringer. 

MINISTERS    PROM   OTHER   CHURCHES.  , 

Eev,  Kobert  B.  Moore,  Presbyterian  Church. 

Eev.  D.  Dwight  Bigger,  Presbyterian  Church. 

Rev.  David  J.  Meese,  Presbyterian  Church. 

Eev.  Joshua  Grouse,  D.  D.,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Eev.  Christopher  Zimmerman,  Evangelical  Church. 

Eev.  A.  W.  Bachman,  Evangelical  Church. 


ARTICLE  III. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICEES. 

Eev.  Jeremiah  H.  Good,  D.  D.,  President^  Tiffin,  Ohio. 
Eev.  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Vice  President,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 
Eev.  Herman  J.  Euetenik,  D.  J).,  Vice-President,  G\.QVQ\sind,  O, 
Eev.  Isaac  H.  Eeiter,  D.  D.,  Stated  Clerk,  Miamisburg,  Ohio. 
Eev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  D.,  Assistant  Clerk,  Akron,  Ohio. 
Eev.  John  B.  Kniest,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  "William  D.  Gross,  Treasurer,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


ARTICLE  IV. 
EULES  OF  OEDEE. 

The  Eules  of  Order  of  the  last  General  Synod  were  adopted 
as  the  rules  by  which  this  General  Synod  shall  be  governed  in 
its  deliberations  during  its  present  sessions,  and  then  read. 

The  Bar  of  the  House  was  defined  to  be  the  first  twelve  pews 
from  the  front  of  the  church. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing 
the  present  sessions  of  the  Synod. 

The  Morning  Sessions  to  open  at  nine  and  close  at  half  past 
eleven  o'clock,  with  a  recess  from  half  past  eleven  a.  m.  until 
three  p.  m. 
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The  Afternoon  Sessions  to  open  at  three  and  close  at  five 
o'clock. 

Evening  Sessions  were  held  on  Wednesday  and  Tuesday 
evenings,  the  first  and  seventh  days  of  the  sessions. 


During  the  morning  session  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions, 
on  motion,  the  following  action,  respecting  the  preparation  of 
Eules  of  Order,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare 
Eules  of  Order  for  the  governmfint  of  the  several  judicatories 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  their  meetings,  and  that  this  commit- 
tee report  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Geo,  Wra.  Welker,  D.  D,, 
David  E,  Klopp,  D.  D.,  John  M.  Titzel,  and  Elders  Lewis  H. 
Steiner,  M.  D.,  and  Goldsborough  S.  Griffith. 


ARTICLE  V. 
STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  president  announced  the  following  standing  committees  : 

Religious  Services — English  :  Ministers — Lewis  H.  Kefauver, 
D.  D.,  George  Wolff,  D.  D.,  Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  D.  Elders 
— Joseph  Cort,  Lewis  Keller.  German  :  Ministers — Peter 
Greding,  D.  D.,  Herman  Rust,  D.  D.,  Herman  J.  Ruetenik, 
D.  D.  Elders — Henry  Berge,  Albert  Cort. 
Synodical   Minutes  : 

Minutes  of  General  Synod.  Ministers — John  Kuelling, 
D.  D.,  Charles  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D.,  Samuel  B.  Yockey,  Joel 
T.  Rossiter,  Oswald  J.  Accola.  Elders — Jacob  Barnhart, 
Henry  Wirt. 

Minutes  of  Synod  in    United  States.     Minister'^ — John   B. 
Kniest,  Peter  C.  Prugh,  John  Kretzing.     Elders — Francis 
M.  McKeehan,  Charles  T.  Kleckner. 
Minutes  of  Synod  of  Ohio.     Ministers— K.  H.  W.  Hibsh- 
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man,  D.  D.,  James  Bossard,  Ph.  D.,  Lewis  D.  Steckel.     El- 
ders— Henry  Loose,  Goldsborough  S.  Griffith. 

Minutes  of  Synod  of  Northwest.  Ministers— D&nieX  F. 
Brendle,  Charles  M.  Schaaf,  Joseph  B.  Shumaker,  D.  D. 
Mders— John  Weimer,  M.  D.,  Wm.  D.  Gross. 

Minutes  of  Synod  of  Pittsburgh.  Ministers— Dayid  E. 
Xlopp,  D.  D.,  John  M.  Titzel,  Samuel  B.  Leiter,  D.  D- 
Mders — John  H.  Keller,  Richard  L.  Gray. 

Minutes  of  Synod  of  Potomac.  Ministers — Diodorus  S. 
Dieffenbacher,  Nathaniel  H.  Loose,  John  F.  DeLong. 
Mders — John  Frace,  Joseph  F.  Kemp. 

Minutes  of  German  Synod  of  the  East.  Ministers— John 
H.  C.  Roentgen,  Darius  W.  Gerhard,  Jacob  Hauser. 
Elders — Henry  Rugenraeier,  John  Heinz. 

Official  Reports  of  Classes  : 

English  Classes :  J/mis^^rs— Francis  S.  Lindaman,  Aus- 
tin Henry,  Henry  M.  Kieffer.  Elders— John  F.  Orth, 
John  P.  Reed,  Esq. 

German  Classes :  Ministers— ^qvo  S.  Strassburger,  Henry 
A.  Meier,  Charles  A.  Limberg.  ^ZcZers— Samuel  D.  Rudy, 
John  G.  Raiser. 

Overtures  :     Ministers — John  M.  Kendig,  Isaac  A.  Sites,  Ja- 
cob O.  Miller,  D.  D.,  Joseph  B.  Thompson.     Elders— Owen 
.  L.  Schreiber,  John  Musser. 

Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches:  Ministers — Freder- 
ick Pilgrim,  Alfred  Houtz,  Peter  Greding.  D.  D.,  Scott  F. 
Hershey.     ^We?-5— Robert  Bell,  Ezra  Williard. 

•State  of  the  Church  :  Ministers — Joseph  A.  Keller,  Freder- 
ick J.  Sauerber,  John  M.  Titzel,  Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D. 
Elders — John  Bowman,  Andrew  H.  Baughman. 

Home  Missions  :  Ministers — Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  John  J. 
Leberman,  Frederick  A.  Rupley,  Joseph  G.  Shoemaker- 
Elders — Abraham  Moyer,  J.  I.  Frager. 

iFoREiQN  Missions  :  Ministers — Benjamin  Bausman,  D.  D., 
Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  Louis  Grosenbaugh,  Nathaniel 
H.  Loose.  ^Wers— Joseph  F.  Kemp,  Goldsborough  S. 
Griffith,  Richard  Strubble. 
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Orphan  Homes  :  Ministers — John  G.  Noss,  Eobert  F.  Oplingeiv 
Thomas  F.  Stauffer,  John  G.  Zahner,  D.  D.  ^Wers— Chris- 
tian M.  Boush,  Esq.,  Charles  P.  Matthaei,  J.  Rawm  Pague, 

Nominations:  Ministers — Franklin  W.  Kreraer,  D.  D,,  John 
S.  Stoner,  John  H.  Stepler,  Francis  A.  Edmonds.  Elders 
— Abram  Schwenck,  Jonathan  Sweisfort,  Robert  Bel'. 

Finance:  Ministers — J,  Spangler  Kieffer,  William  A.  Hale, 
John  McConnell,  Cyrus  Cort.  Elders — Henry  Wirt,  Eli' 
Sell,  Abraham  Griffee. 


ARTICLE  VI. 
COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  Three  copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  General  Synod 
were  received  through  the  stated  clerk,  and  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod. 

2.  The  minutes  of  all  the  district  synods  for  the  several 
years  intervening  since  the  last  triennial  sessions  of  the. General 
Synod  were  received  through  the  respective  stated  clerks,  and 
referred  to  the  respective  committees  on  the  minutes  of  the 
several  district  sj^nods. 

3.  The  minutes  of  the  classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Leb- 
anon, Philadelj5hia,  Lancaster  (East),  East  Susquehanna,  West 
Susquehanna,  Tohickon.  Lehigh,  Miami,  Tiffin,  Eastern  Ohio> 
Iowa,  St  Joseph,  Cincinnati,  Kansas,  Zions  (West),  Sheboygan, 
Indiana,  Heidelberg,  Erie,  Milwaukee,  Minnesota,  St.  John's, 
Westmoreland,  Clarion,  Somerset,  Allegheny,  Zion's  (East), 
Maryland,  Mercersburg,  North  Cai-olina,  German  Philadelphia, 
and  German  Maryland  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  re- 
spective committees  on  Official  Reports  of  Classes. 

4.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  including 
that  of  its  treasurer,  and  a  paper  from  Rev.  John  H.  C.  Roent- 
gen, with  reference  to  commencing  missionary  work  in  Ger- 
many, were  received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Home  Missions. 

5.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  together 
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-with  the  report  of  its  treasurer,  was  received  and  referred  to 
!the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions. 

6.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance. 

7.  Various  communications  and  documents  were  received 
from  the  clerks  of  the  Alliance  of  Eeforraed  Churches  holding 
the  Presbyterian  system,  held  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  1880, 
and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures. 

8.  Also  some  other  papers  and  letters  were  received  and  re- 
'ferred  to  the  same  committee. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

EELIGIOUS  SEEVICBS. 

The  General  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the 
following  religious  services: 

1.  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with 
suitable  religious  services. 

2.  The  Standing  Committees  on  Eeligious  Services — English 
^nd  German — submitted  their  reports,  which  were  received, 
■and,  as  amended,  adopted: 

1.)     English  Services. 

The  Committee  on  ]leligiou8  Services  in  the  English  language 
respectfully  offer  the  following  report: 

First  Reformed  Church. — Thursday  evening :  sermon  by  Eev. 
S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  assisted  by  Revs.  J.  J.  Leberman  and  A. 
B.  Koplin.  Friday  evening :  sermon  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Hale, 
assisted  by  Revs.  J.  F.  Snyder  and  J.  S.  Stoner.  Saturday  after- 
noon :  preparatory  Services,  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  assisted 
by  Revs.  P.  C.  Prugh  and  I.  A.  Sites.  Saturday  evening:  sermon 
by  Rev.  C.  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.,  assisted  by  Revs.  S.  B.  Yockey  and 
T.  N.  Reber.  Sunday  morning :  communion  sermon  by  Rev 
T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  assisted  by  Revs.  G.  Wolff,  D.  D.,  J.  B. 
Shumaker,  D.  D.,  I.  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.  and  J.  G.  Shoemaker. 
Sunday  evening:  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D., 
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aBsisted  by  Eevs.  D,  W.  Gerhard  and  N.  H.  Loose.  Monday 
evening:  missionary  meeting,  exercises  conducted  by  Eev.  J. 
O.  Miller,  D.  D.  ;  addresses  by  Eevs.  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  J,  Gr. 
Shoemaker,  Dr.  G.  W.  Welker  and  J.  H.  C.  Roentgen. 

OTHER    CHURCHES. 

Presbyterian^  Church. — Sunday  morning :   Eev.  C.  Z.  Weiser, 
D.  D.     Sunday  evening :  Rev,  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.  D. 

Lutheran  Church. — Sunday  morning:  Rev.  H.  H.W.  Hibsh- 
man,  D.  D.     Sunday  evening:  Kev.  J.  B.  Shumaker,  D.  D. 

St.   Paul's  M.   E.    Church. — Sunday   morning:    Rev.    F.    A. 
Rupley.     Sunday   evening  :    Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel. 

Protestant  Methodist  Church. — Sunday  morning  :    Rev.  J.  T. 
Rossiter.     Sunday  evening:  Rev.  Scott  F.  Hershey. 

Evangelical  Association  Church. — Sunday  morning:  Rev.  D.  S. 
Dieffenbacher.     Sunday  evening:  Rev.  T.  P.  Stauflfer. 

Sunday.school  exercises  in  First  Reformed  Church  Sunday  P_ 
M.,  conducted  by  Superintendent  N.  L.  Brewer,  Esq.     Addresses 
by  Rev.  H.  M.  Kieffer,  Rev.  S.  B.  Yockey  and  Elder  C.  M.  Boush. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

LEWIS  H.  KEFAUVER,  Chairman. 

2.)     German  Services. 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  in  the  German  language 
submit  the  following  report : 

Second  Reformed  Church. — Thursday  evening :  sermon  by 
Rev.  J  as.  Bossard,  Jb'h.  D.  Friday  evening:  discussion  of  the  . 
question  of  immigration,  Rev.  P.  Greding,  D.  D.,  chairman. 
Saturday  evening :  preparatory  services,  sermon  by  Rev.  O.  J^ 
Accola,  and  liturgical  services  by  Rev.  H.  Rust,  D.  D.  Sunday 
morning:  communion  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Kniest,  and  liturgi- 
cal services  by  Rev.  H.  Rust,  D.  D.  Sunday  afternoon : 
addi'esses  to  the  Sunday-school  by  Revs.  J.  Hauser  and  J 
Bachman.  Sunday  evening  :  missionary  addresses  by  Revs.  J. 
H.  Klein,  D.  D  ,  B.  Bausman,  D.  D  ,  and  N.  Gehr,  D.  D. 

Union  St.  John's  Church. — Sunday  morning  :  sermon  by  Rev, 
W.  Hansen. 

Church  of  the  Evangelical  Association. — Sunday  morning:  ser-  * 
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mon  byEev.  J.  J.  Janett.  Sunday  evening  :  sermon  by  Eev,  J.  H» 
Stepler. 

KespectfuUy  submitted, 

PETER  GKEDING,  Chairman. 

The  religious  services,  as  appointed  by  the  committees,  were 
severally  observed. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

SYNODICAL    M12^UTES. 

I.     Minutes  of  the  General  Synod. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Genera! 
Synod  presented  their  report,  which  was  received,  considered 
item  by  item,  and  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  would 
respectfully  report  as  follows  : 

Item  1,  pages  24  and  25.  Election  of  delegates  to  corres- 
ponding bodies. 

Item  2,  pages  25  and  26.  Action  in  reference  to  the  Alliance 
of  Eeforraed  Churches  holding  the  Presbyterian  system,  and 
the  appointment  of  delegates. 

Item  3,  pages  43,  44,  and  45.  Home  Missions  to  be  brought 
under  direct  control  of  General  Synod's  Board. 

Item  4,  page  43.  Eequest  to  district  synods  and  boards,  to 
send  statements  and  minutes  to  General  Synod's  Board. 

Item  5,  page  43.  Eecommendation  to  district  synods  and 
classes  in  reference  to  organizing  missionary  societies. 

Item  6,  page  44.  Eeference  of  the  whole  subject  of  foreign 
missions  to  the  new  Board. 

Item  7,  pages  45  and  83.  Eequest  to  district  synods  in  re- 
gard to  certain  delinquencies,  urging  them  to  meet  the  indebt- 
edness to  the  former  treasurer  of  Church  Extension. 

Item  8,  page  46.  Eev.  Dr.  G.  W.  Williard  is  appointed  to  at- 
tend to  the  bequest  of  Miss  Sarah  Brinker. 


16 

Item  9,  page  51.  Western  synods  are  recommended  to  take 
into  consideration  the  establishment  of  an  Orphans'  Home. 

Item  10,  page  58.  Stated  clerk  instructed  to  publish  the  re- 
port in  regard  to  the  office  of  deacon  in  ti-act  form. 

Item  11,  page  58.  Special  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
definition  of  the  office  of  deacon.  '  « 

Item  12,  pages  64,  65,  68,  70,  71.  Certain  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  were  sent  down  to  classes  for  adoption  or 
rejection. 

Item  13,  page  68,  Court  of  Appeals,  and  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  laid  over  to  this  meeting  of  Synod. 

Item  14,  page  68.  Committee  on  the  revision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion continued. 

Item  15,  page  69.  Clerks  of  Synod  are  directed  to  prepare  a 
blank  certificate  for  delegates  to  General  Synod. 

Item  16,  page  73.  Attention  of  Ohio  Synod  is  directed  to 
<}ertain  difficulties  with  the  North-western  Synod,  respecting 
the  Loran  congregation. 

Item  17,  pages  75,  76.  Ordering  of  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission  by  the  several  District  Synods,  in  reference  to 
matters  in  controversy  within  the  Church,  to  report  to  this 
Synod. 

Item  18,  page  79.  Liturgies  and  Hymn-Books  referred  to  the 
Commission. 

Item  19,  pages  79,  80.  A  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
diliverance  on  ordination  of  certain  ecclesiastical  bodies. 

Item  20,  page  85.  Publication  of  Minutes  of  Synod  by  the 
stated  clerk. 

Item  21,  page  85.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  furnish 
each  minister  and  delegated  elder  with  a  copy  of  the  official 
Minutes  of  Synod. 

Item  22,  page  89.     The  Stated  Clerks  of  District  Synods  are 
requested  to  furnish  each  three  copies  of  their  Minutes  for  each 
of  the  intervening  years  for  the  use  of  Greneral  Synod. 
Kespectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  KUELLING,  Chairman, 


The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows :  For  action  in  items  1 
and  2,  see  Article  XI.,  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches; 
for  disposition  of  items  3,  5,  6,  7,  8,  see  Article  XIII.,  Missions ; 
items  4  and  18  adopted  ;  in -item  9,  see  Article  XIV.,  Benevolent 
and  Keligious  'Institutions;  for  reports  in  items  10,  11,  12,  14, 
15  and  19,  as  well  as  for  action  in  items  13, 16  and  17,  see  Article 
XVIII.,  Church  Government;  for  report  in  items  20  and  21,  see 
Article  XXL,  Publication  ;  the  request  in  item  22  was  complied 
with  by  all  the  Stated  Clerks,  except  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  who 
furnished  but  otie  copy  for  each  of  the  intervening  years. 


II.  Minutes  of  the  District  Synods. 
The  several  Standing  Committees  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
different  District  Synods  presented  their  reports,  which  were 
received  and  considered  item  by  item,  and  then  adopted  as  a 
whole.  These  several  reports  with  the  action  thereon,  are  as 
follows  : 

1.  Synod  of  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Your  committee  reports  the  following  points  from  the  Minutes 
•of  1878,  1879  and  1880. 

Item  1,  page  9,  1878.  A  resolution  requesting  that  Synod  to 
•carry  on  its  missionary  work  through  the  Missionary  Boards 
of  the  Church,  approved  and  referred  to  the  Tri-synodic  Board, 
see  page  39. 

Item  2,  page  9.  Indebtedness  to  the  Board  of  Church  Exten- 
sion. Synod  requests  all  delinquent  classes  to  pay  their 
indebtedness,  see  page  39. 

Item  3,  page  9.  Three  items,  22,  23,  and  24.  Synod  heartily 
indorses  the  action  of  General  Synod.     See  page  56. 

Item  4,  page  9.  An  apportionment  of  8640  by  the  General 
Synod,  and  its  adoption.     Page  45. 

Item  5,  page  9.  Treasurer  instructed  to  pay  the  deficiency 
of  ^275.     Page  47. 

Item  6,  page  8,  1879.  The  election  of  Peace  Commissioners, 
viz  :  Eevs.  Th.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  CI.  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.,  F.  W.Krem- 
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er,  D.  D.,  Elders  D.  W.  Gross,  W.  H.  Seibert,  and  R  F.  Kelker, 
primarii;  Kevs.  B.  Bausman,  D.  D.,  Ch.  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D.^ 
J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.,  Elders  Geo.  Hill,  G.  W.  Hensel,  and 
H.  C.  Hoover,  secundi.  . 

Item  7,  page  48,  1880.  Synod  paid  the  assessment  of  General 
Synod  at  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana,  $275,  and  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  $300,. 
leaving  a  balance  unpaid  of  $340. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  B.  KNIEST,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows:  Items  1,  3,  4,  5,  and' 
6  were  adopted ;  items  2  and  7  were  adopted  and  referred  to 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.     See  Article  XX.,  Finance. 

2.  Synod  of  Ohio. 

Your  Committee  would  report  that  the  acts  and  proceedings^ 
of  the  Ohio  Synod  for  1879  and  1880  were  referred  to  us  for 
examination,  and  we  find  the  following  facts  claim  the  attention 
of  General  Synod. 

Item  1,  page  11,  1879.  This  Synod  assumed  the  apportion- 
ment of  $250,  as  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  last  General  Synod, 

Item  2,  page  38.  Synod  apjDroves  the  action  of  General  Synod 
in  regard  to  the  subject  of  foreign  missions. 

Item  3,  page  61.  This  Synod  took  favorable  action  in  refer- 
ence to  the  recommendation  of  establishing  an  Orphan  Home, 

Item  4,  page  68.  An  overture  in  reference  to  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  debt  of  the  Board  of  Church  Extension.  This 
overture,  however,  appears  to  have  been  subsequently  reversed 
or  ignored,  as  the  amount  of  the  apportionment  ($175.00)  wag. 
paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Synod.  (See  minutes  Ohio 
Synod  1880,  page  73). 

Item  5,  page  73.  This  Synod  appointed  its  quota  of  the- 
Peace  Commission  according  to  the  instruction  of  the  General 
Synod. 

Item  6,  page  33,  1880.     An  overture  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  immigrant  missions  in  New  York  city  and  elsewhere. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  H.  W.  HIBSHMAN,  Chairman. 
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Disposed  of  as  follows :  items  1,  2,  4  and  6  were  adopted  ; 
item  3  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Orphan  Homes,  and 
for  action  thereon,  see  Article  XIV.,  Benevolent  and  Eeligious 
Institutions ;  and  for  action  in  item  6,  see  Article  XIII.,  Mis- 
sions. 

3.     Synod  of  the  Northwest, 

The  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  North- 
west would  respectfully  report  that  the  following  items  claim 
the  consideration  of  this  Synod: 

Item  1.  page  10.  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest  of 
1879.  The  Synod  approves  the  action  of  General  Synod  in 
reference  to  the  operations  of  the  General  Missionary  Board, 
but  can  not  comply  with  said  action  at  present. 

Item  2,  page  12.  Minutes  of  the  same  year.  In  reference 
to  the  Peace  Commi-^sion,  the  attention  of  Synod  is  directed  to 
the  following  points  :  (a)  They  recommend  that  the  General 
Synod  shall  select  theological  professors  in  case  of  vacancies, 
but  that  the  respective  district  synods  shall  have  the  right  to 
propose  several  names  for  the  position,  (b)  That  the  General 
Synod  shall  meet  every  year,  (c)  That  the  General  Synod 
shall  elect  editors  to  the  different  church  papers,  (d)  That  the 
old  "  Pfcelzer  Liturgy,"  with  the  necessary  modifications, 
adapting  it  to  our  modern  circumstances,  be  substituted  for  the 
liturgies  in  use  at  present,  (e)  That  the  General  Synod  is  re- 
quested to  conform  strictly  to  the  requirements  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  requires  that  all  liturgies,  hymn-books,  etc.,  shall 
be  referred  to  the  diflferent  classes  for  approval  or  rejection. 

Item  3,  page  11.  The  German  translation  of  the  church 
constitution,  by  order  of  the  Publishing  House  at  Cleveland,  is 
referred  to  the  General  Synod  for  inspection  and  approval. 

Item  4,  page  12.  Same  year.  The  General  Synod  is  re- 
quested to  grant  permission  to  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest  to 
divide  and  organize  a  new  synod,  and  allow  each  synod  an 
equal  share  in  the  property  of  all  the  institutions  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Northwest — such  as  the  Board  of  Missions,  Mission 
House,  Book  Establishment,  Board  of  Church  Erection,  etc. 
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Item  5,  page  57.  Same  year.  This  Synod  requests  that 
the  work  of  missions  in  harbors  among  immigrants,  be  prose- 
cuted by  the  Board  of  the  General  Synod,  with  the  co-opera- 
tion of  district  synods,  and  it  promises  its  hearty  co-operation 
in  the  work. 

Item  6,  page  63.  Same  year.  Gen'eral  Synod  is  requested 
to  change  Art.  V.  of  the  Constitution,  referring  to  the  licensure 
and  ordination  of  candidates  for  the  Christian  ministry,  so  that 
those  who  have  not  pursued  a  full  theological  course  of  study, 
as  well  as  ministers  coming  from  other  churches,  shall  not  be 
received  by  the  classes,  but  by  the  district  synods. 

Item  7,  page  16.     Minutes  of  1879.     The  Milwaukee  Classis 
calls  the  attention  of  General  Synod  to  the  difficulties  of  the* 
Loran  congragation,  in  northern  Illinois,  which  has   not  yet 
complied  with  the  request  of  the  General  Synod. 

Item  8,  page  11.  Minutes  of  1880.  The  General  Synod  is 
requested  to  fix  upon  a  time  when  collections  for  the  different 
objects  of  benevolence  shall  be  taken  up. 

Item  9,  page  17.  Minutes  of  1879.  Zion's,  Indiana,  Erie, 
St.  John's,  and  Heidelberg  classes  accept  all  the  resolutions  of 
the  General  Synod.     Eespectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  F.  BBENDLE,  Chairman. 

Disposed  of  as  follows  :  Items  1  and  9  were  adopted  ;  items 
2,  <2,  6,  c,  and  6  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Eevision 
of  the  Constitution  ;  d,  under  item  2,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Liturgy.  For  action  in  items  3,  4,  7,  and  8,  see 
Article  XVIII.,  Church  Government ;  item  5  was  adopted  and 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions.     See   Article   XIII., 

Missions. 

4.     Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh 
find  only  one  thing  requiring  the  attention  of  this  General 
Synod,  namely : 

Item  1,  Minutes  of  1880,  page  50.  Eesolution  in  regard  to 
the  preparation  of  a  Liturgy  and  Hymnal  by  the  General 
Synod.  Eespectfully  submitted, 

DAYID  E.  KLOPP,  Chairman. 
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Disposed  of  as  follows:  The  one  item  of  the  report  was  re- 
ferred, in  its  two-fold  aspect,  to  the  respective  committees  raised 
by  this  General  Synod  on  Liturgy  and  Hymn-Book, 

5.     Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Potomac  Synod  would 
respectfully  report  that  the  following  items  claim  the  considera- 
tion of  this  General  Synod  : 

Item  1,  page  11,  minutes  of  1878.  The  appointment  of  dele- 
gates to  the  Presbyterian  Reformed  Alliance  was  approved. 

Item  2,  page  11.  The  several  requests  and  recommendations 
contained  in  items  2,  3,   4,    7,    and   8  were  adopted. 

Item  3,  page  42.  The  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion was  adopted  and  referred  to  the  classes  for  approval  or 
rejection. 

Item  4,  page  39.  The  assessment  of  $260  for  the  contingent 
fund  of  General  Synod  was  adopted,  and  the  treasurer  instruct- 
ed to  pay  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  General  Synod. 

Item  5,  pages  51  and  52,  minutes  of  1879.  The  Synod  ap- 
proved the  action  of  General  Synod  in  reference  to  the  Peace 
Commission,  and  elected  the  requisite  number  of  delegates. 

Item  6,  page  67,  minutes  of  1880.  An  overtui*e  to  this  synod 
to  return  to  the  basis  or  ratio  of  ministers  in  making  its  assess- 
ments for  contingent  expenses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  S.  DIB FFEN BACKER,  Chairman. 

Disposed  of  as  follows:  Items  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5  were  adopted; 
and  in  regard  to  item  6,  on  motion,  it  was 
Resolved^  That  the  request  be  not  granted. 

6.     German  Synod  of  the  East. 

Your  Committee  on  the  i\f  inutes  of  the  German  Synod  of  the 
East  would  respectfully  direct  the  attention  of  the  reverend 
General  Synod  to  the  following  points : 

Minutes  op  1878. 

Item  1.  On  page  25,  we  find  that  the  German  Synod  of  the 
Bast  instructed  its  mission  board  to  transmit  to  the  Board  of 
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Missions  of  the   General  Synod   a   report   of  their  operations 
always  one  month  before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod. 

Item  2,  page  25.  The  Synod  calls  the  attention  of  its  classes 
to  the  organization  of  auxiliary  missionary  societies,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  General  Synod. 

Item  3,  page  25.  It  calls  upon  the  classes  within  its  bounds 
to  pay  their  respective  proportions  for  the  liquidation  of  the 
debt  of  the  Church  Extension  Fund. 

Item  4,  page  38.  The  same  synod  adopted  the  two  items  by 
which  ihe  clerk  of  the  synod  is  required  to  transmit  one  copy 
of  its  minutes  annually  to  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  three 
copies  of  the  same  to  the  General  Synod. 

Item  5,  page  38.  The  Synod  recommends  to  all  its  Sunday- 
schools  the  introduction  of  the  German  Sunday-school  Hymn- 
Book,  approved  by  the  General  Synod. 

Item  6,  page  40.  The  German  Synod  of  the  East  hails  with 
joy  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Synod  in  reference  to  the 
Peace  Commission,  and,  in  compliance  with  the  request  made, 
appointed  its  quota  of  members,  and  earnestly  recommends  to 
all  its  classes,  ministers,  consistories,  and  church-members, 
conscientiously  to  foster  the  cause  of  peace  in  their  respective 
congregations. 

Item  7,  page  40.  This  Synod  also  calls  the  attention  of  its 
classes,  pastors,  and  congregations  to  the  earnest  support  of 
the  cause  of  orphans  as  recommended  by  the  General  Synod. 

Minutes  of  1879. 

Item  8,  page  21.  In  reference  to  the  proposed  consolidation 
of  the  mission  work,  on  account  of  the  apparent  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  the  accomplishment  of  this  matter,  the  Synod  ab- 
stains from  expressing  its  judgment  until  her  elder  sister  synods 
shall  have  expressed  their  views. 

Item  9,  page  21.  It  has  most  earnestly  recommended  to  its 
classes  the  plan  of  the  General  Synod  by  which  all  mission  op- 
erations are  to  be  carried  on  by  the  regular  boards  of  the 
church. 
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Item  10,  page  36.  It  respectfully  requests  the  General  Synod, 
In  the  interest  of  poor  congregations,  to  retrench  as  much  as 
possible  the  expenses  of  its  triennial  meetings. 

Item  11,  page  51.  It  respectfully  asks  the  General  Synod  to 
transfer  the  "  German  Hymn-book  Fund  "  to  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  the  German  Publishing  House,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Item  12,  page  58.  The  General  Synod  is  requested  to  refer 
the  Appendix  of  the  forty  hymns  to  Dr.  Schaff's  German 
Hymn-book  to  the  classes  for  their  approval  or  rejection. 

Minutes  of  1880. 

Item  13,  page  25.     As  the  German  Synod  of  the  East  enter- 
tains the  conviction  that  the  work  of  immigrant  missions  is  an 
interest  that  pertains  to  the  whole  church,  it  would  refer  this 
matter  to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  General  Synod 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  C.  EOENTGEN,   Chairman. 

Disposed  of  as  follows:  Items  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10 
•were  adopted ;  item  11  was  adopted,  and,  on  motion,  the  re- 
quest granted ;  for  action  in  item  12,  see  Article  XVIII.,  Church 
Government;  item  13  was  adopted  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Home  Missions. 


,  "  ARTICLJ^  IX. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Standing  Committees  on  the  Official  Eeports  of  Classes 
— English  and  German — submitted  their  reports,  which  were 
received,  considered  item  by  item,  and,  as  amended,  adopted  as 
a  whole.     These  reports  are  as  follows: 

1.     English  Classes. 

Your  Committee  on  the  Official  Eeports  of  English  Classes  beg 
leave  to  offer  the  following  report : 

On  examining  the  papers  placed  in  our  hands,  we  find  reports 
from  the  following  classes  : 

East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Philadelphia,  Lancaster  (E), 
West  Susquehanna,  Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Miami,  Tiffin,  Eastern 
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Ohio,  Kansas,  St.  Joseph,  Iowa,  Clarion,  Somerset,  Allegheny,. 
Zion's,  Mercersburg,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina. 

On  examining  these  reports  we  find  the  following  items- 
claiming  your  attention  : 

Item  !•  All  the  above  mentioned  classes  adopted  the  changes 
or  amendments  to  the  constitution  recommended  by  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  1878  (Minutes  of  1878,  page  65),. 
with  the  following  exceptions  :  , 

The  Lancaster  (Pa.)  Classis  rejects  the  proposed  changes  in 
Article  L.  Eastern  Ohio  Classis  rejects  the  proposed  changes 
in  Article  L.  The  Iowa  Classis  rejects  the  proposed  addition 
to  Article  XXX.  The  Kansas  Classis  rejects  the  proposed 
changes  in  Articles  L.,  LXXX.,  and  LXXXI.  St.  Joseph  Classic 
rejects  the  changes  proposed  in  Article  L. 

Item  2.  Tohickon  Classis  petitions  the  General  Synod  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  reviving  the  Church  Extension  So- 
ciety. 

Item  3.  The  Philadelphia  Classis  overtures  General  Synod, 
a),  for  a  deliverance  on  the  status  of  a  chuvch-member  who  has 
received  a  certificate  of  dismissal,  but  not  yet  deposited  it  else- 
where; 6),  for  a  deliverance  on  the  question,  What  effect  the 
granting  of  a  certificate  may  have  on  the  official  relations  of  an 
elder  or  deacon  so  dismissed. 

Item  4.  The  Tiffin  Classis  overtures  General  Synod  for 
action  in  reference  to  the  evil  of  intemperance. 

Item  5.  Allegheny  Classis  overtures  General  Synod  in  refer- 
ance  to  an  amendment  of  the  statistical  table. 

Item  6.     Iowa  Classis  renews  its  request  made  to  the  General 
Synod  in  1878,  Art.  IX.,  item  9,  page  19. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

FEANCIS  S.  LINDAMAN,  Chairman. 

Disposed  of  as  follows:  Item  1  was  adopted;  item  2  was 
adopted  and  referred  to  the  3oard  of  Home  Missions ;  for  ac- 
tion in  items  3,  a,  and  b,  4^  and  5,  see  Article  XVIII.,  Church 
Government;  item  6  was  adopted,  and,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  request  be  not  granted. 
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2.     German  Classes. 

Your  Standing  Committee  on  the  Official  Eeports  of  the 
German  Classes  begs  leave  to  report : 

That  reports  from  the  following  German  classes  came  into 
its  hands,  to-wit:  Sheboygan,  Heidelberg  Milwaukee,  Minne- 
sota, Indiana,  Zion's,  Erie,  Cincinnati,  German  Marylan-d,  St. 
John's,  and  German  Philadelphia. 

Item  1.  Sheboygan  and  Indiana  classes  adopted  the  action 
of  the  General  Synod  touching  the  support  of  the  Orphan 
Homes. 

Item  2.  Sheboygan,  German  Philadelphia,  and  German 
Maryland  classes  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  General 
Synod  of  the  German  Sunday  school  Hymn-book. 

Item  3.  The  classes  of  Sheboygan,  Heidelberg,  Brie,  Cincin- 
nati, Minnesota,  St.  John's,  German  Philadelphia,  German 
Maryland,  Zion's,  Indiana,  and  Milwaukee  adopted  the 
amendments  to  Articles  XXX.,  LI.,  LXI.,  LXVII.,  LXXX.;. 
LXXXI.,  C,  and  L.  of  the  Constitution. 

Item  4.  The  classes  of  Sheboygan  and  Zion's  adopted  the 
action  of  the  General  Synod  declaring;  that  the  English  is  the 
recognized  official  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  General  Synod. 
The  classis  of  Sheboygan  requests  that  the  General  Synod  pub- 
lish also  an  official  copy  of  its  minutes  in  the  German  lan- 
guage. 

Item  5.  The  Classis  of  Sheboygan  requests  the  General 
Synod  to  select  a  .large  part  of  the  members  of  its  Board  of 
Home  Missions  from  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest,  and  to  in- 
trust them  with  as  lai'gc  an  amount  of  missionary  money  a& 
possible. 

Item  6.  The  classes  of  Minnesota  and  German  Philadelphia 
regard  the  adoption  of  the  forty  hymns  as  an  Appendix  to  Dr. 
Schaff' 8  German  Hymn-book  without  referring  them  to  the 
different  classes  for  their  approval  as  coBtrary  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Church;  and  the  classes  of  German  Maryland  and 
Zion's  would  willingly  have  approved  said  Appendix  had  it  been 
refei'red  to  the  different  classes  for  such  action. 

Item  7.     Minnesota  Classis  requests  the    General    Synod   to 
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a,ppoint  another  committee  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a 
oentennial  historical  sketch  of  the  Keformed  Church  in  the 
United  States. 

Item  8.  The  same  classis  returns  its  thanks  to  the  General 
Synod  for  the  payment  in  part  of  the  expenses  of  its  delegates 
to  the -last  General  Synod. 

Item  9.  The  classes  of  St.  John's,  German  Maryland,  Cin- 
<3innati,  and  Indiana  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  to  organize  missionary  societies  in  every  congrega- 
tion. 

Item  10.  The  recommendation  of  the  General  Synod  that  the 
attention  of  the  classes  be  directed  to  the  office  of  the  diaconate, 
was  adopted  by  the  classes  of  St.  John's,  German  Philadelphia, 
German  Maryland,  Cincinnati,  Zion's,  Milwaukee,  and  Indiana. 

Item  11.  The  amendment  to  Article  L.  of  the  Constitution, 
respecting  the  representation  of  classes  in  the  district  synods, 
was  adopted  by  the  classes  of  St.  John's,  German  Philadelphia, 
Indiana,  Heidelberg,  Sheboygan,  and  Milwaukee.  Sheboygan 
Classes,  however,  proposes  the  erasure  of  the  last  clause  of  this 
article.  The  classes  of  Cincinnati,  Zion's,  and  German  Mary- 
land rejected  this  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

Item  12.  The  German  Philadelphia  Classis  requests  the 
German  Synod  of  the  East,  and  through  it  the  General  Synoi, 
in  behalf  of  many  poor  congregations,  to  make  the  expenses  of 
its  meetings  as  small  as  possible. 

Item  13.     The  Sheboygan  Classis  thanks  the  General  Synod 
for  the  $200  received  for  missionary  work  among  the  Indians 
Eespectfully  submitted, 
•  N.  S.  STKASSBUKGEK,  Chairman, 

Disposed  of  as  follows:  Items  1,  2,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  and  13 
were  adopted;  for  action  in  items  3  and  7,  see  Article  XVIII., 
Church  Government;  in  items  4,  5,  and  6,  the  following  action 
respectively  was  adopted  : 

(4.)  Resolved,  That  the  request  of  the  Sheboygan  Classis  was 
attended  to  by  the  General  Synod  at  Fort  Wayne,  in  1875. 

(5.)  Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  has  done  in  this  re- 
spect as  much  as  the  charter  of  said  Board  allowed. 
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(6.)  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  General  Synod  has  al- 
ready taken  action  bearing  on  this  subject,  no  further  action  is 
deemed  necessary. 


ARTICLE  X. 
OVEETURES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  received,  considered  item  by  item,  and 
then,  as  amended,  adopted  as  a  whole  : 

Your  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

Item  1.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  F.  Busche,  of  New  York,  con- 
taining, a),  a  request  to  be  excused  for  his  absence  from  the 
sessions  of  Synod  ;  h),  a  request  to  Synod  to  provide  a  mission- 
ary for  the  New  York  landing  for  immigrants  from  Germany. 

Item  2  is  a  statement  of  Bethany  Ori)han8'  Home  at  Womels- 
dorf,  Berks  County,  Pa. 

Item  3  relates  to  various  communications  and  documents 
from  the  clerks  of  the  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  hold- 
ing the  Presbyterian  system  :  a),  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
Second  General  Council  of  the  Alliance ;  6),  a  copy  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Second  General  Council  of  the 
Alliance  ;  c),  a  bill  for  the  portion  of  expenses  of  said  Alliance 
to  be  provided  for  by  this  General  Synod,  amounting  to  ^80  ; 
d),  a  communication  from  the  clerks,  calling  special  attention 
to  an  action  of  the  Alliance,  suggesting  "  the  appointment  of  a 
small  standing  committee  with  whom  the  clerks  of  the  Alliance 
may  correspond;"  e),  calls  attention  to  a  proposed  change  in 
the  time  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Alliance. 

Item  4.  A  communication  from  the  Association  of  ministers 
and  officers  of  the  Reformed  churches  of  Baltimore,  Md,,  inviting 
•the  General  Synod  to  hold  its  next  triennial  sessions  in  the  Third 
Keformed  Church  of  said  city. 

Item  5.  A  letter  from  Geo.  Gelbach,  reiterating  a  request 
that  his  claim  against  General  Synod  be  adjusted. 
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Item  6.  A  petition  from  a  conference  of  German  ministers- 
and  elders  relating  to  missions. 

Item  7.  A  letter  from  Rev.  I.  K.  Loos,  calling  attention  to- 
the  necessity  of  missionary  work  for  immigrants  at  our  sea 
ports. 

Item  8.  A  letter  from  Eev.  John  Gantenbein,  of  Portland, 
Oregon,  in  relation  to  George  Gelbach's  donation. 

Item  9.  A  letter  from  Rev.  C.  Zimmerman,  requesting  the 
privilege  of  collecting  money  for  foreign  missions  in  India. 

Item  10,  An  invitation  from  St.  Paul's  Keformed  Church  of 
Eeading,  Pa.,  to  General  Synod,  to  hold  its  next  triennial  meet- 
ing in  that  church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  KENDIG,  Chairman. 

Disposed  of  as  follows:  Item  1,  a),  the  request  was  granted, 
and  b),  the  request  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Home 
Missions ;  the  statement  in  item  2  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Orphans'  Homes ;  for  action  in  item  3,  a,  b,  d,  and  e,  see 
Article  XI.,  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches;  and  c,  in 
item  3,  together  with  items  5  and  8,  was  adopted  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance;  for  results  reached  in  items  4 
and  10,  see  Article  XXIII.,  Miscellaneous;  the  subject  matter 
in  items  6  and  7  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Home  Mis- 
sions ;  the  request  in  item  9  was  referred  to  the  Committe  on 
Foreign  Missions. 


ARTICLE  XL 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  SISTER  CHURCHES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Con-espondence  with  Sister 
Churches  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and  as 
amended  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

I.  Report  op  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches 
would  respectfully  report  as  follows  : 

That  it  gave  Synod  great  pleasure  to  receive  the  hearty  con- 
gratulations presented  to  this  Synod  from  the  General  Confer- 
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ence  of  the  German  Evangelical  Church,  of  North  America,  by 
its  delegate  primarius,  Bev.  C.  W.  Locher.  And  that  from  a 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  its  last  triennial  meeting,  held  Septem- 
ber 16,  1880,  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  placed  in  our  hands,  it 
appears  that  the  work  of  Christian  training  an-d  home  missions 
is  very  successfully  prosecuted  in  their  midst;  and  that  we  highly 
esteem  their  earnestness  and  zeal  in  extending  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom. 

Also,  that  Eev.  Thomas  S.  Childs,  D.  J).,  of  Wooster,  Ohio, 
appeared  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  24,  1881,  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  appointed  at  its  j^resent  session  in 
Buffalo,  New  York.  After  presenting  his  credentials  as  corres- 
ponding delegate  of  that  body,  Synod  was  addressed  by  him  in 
fraternal  terms,  expressing  to  this  Synod  the  cordial  greetings, 
of  hi^  reverend  body.  In  connection  with  his  remarks,  he  pre- 
sented also  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  for 
the  year  1880,  enumerating  from  it  statistics  that  relate  to  the 
strength,  extent  and  efficiency  of  that  denomination  in  its  various 
church  activities.  Your  Committeee  would  add  yet,  that  we  feel 
fully  constrained  to  reciprocate  most  cordially  the  initiatory 
ste^J  in  this  direction,  j^raying  that  it  may  prove  to  be  the  be- 
ginning of  a  new  era  of  true  Christian  fellowship  and  fraternal 
regard. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FREDERICK  PILGRAM,  Chairman. 


After  hearing  the  fraternal  address  of  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Childs 
D.  D.,  in  which  it  was  indicated  that  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  had 
adopted  measures  looking  toward  opening  correspondence  with 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
the  following  action  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure 
the  greeting  of  the  delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Churchy  now  in  session  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  and 
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cordially  responds  by  appointing  a  delegate  from  this  body  to- 
said  Assembly  at  its  present  meeting,  if  possible,  and  thus  es- 
tablish formally  fraternal  relations  between  these  two  bodies. 

In  both  instances,  after  the  fraternal  greetings  and  addresses 
of  Kev.  C.  W.  Lpcher  and  Dr.  T.  S.  Childs,  the  president  of 
Synod  briefly  and  appropriately  responded. 


II.    KePORTS    from    DELEaATES    TO    CORRESPONDING    BODIES. 

The  delegates  elected  by  the  last  General  Synod  to  Corres- 
ponding Bodies  submitted  their  reports,  which  were  received 
and  adopted,  and  are  as  follows : 

1.  The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 

As  your  delegate  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Heformed 
Church  in  America,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  it  was 
my  privilege  to  attend  the  sessions  of  that  veverable  body,  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  during  the  month  of  June,  1880.  A 
cordial  reception  of  your  representative  by  that  body,  warm 
expressions  of  affectionate  regard  for  the  church  represented  by 
me,  and  assurances  of  interest  in  its  work  and  of  joy  in  the 
successful  prosecution  of  it,  combined  to  make  the  office  assigned 
me  a  pleasant  one.  And  I  have  the  honor  of  bearing  back  to 
you  the  fraternal  greetings  of  the  General  Synod  attended,  and 
their  prayer  that  the  rich  blessing  of  the  Lord  may  ever  rest 
upon  you  and  the  church  we  represent.. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  A.  BOMBEKGER. 

2.  The  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

The  undersigned  delegate  primarius  to  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  respectfully  reports  that  he 
attended  the  meeting  of  that  body  held  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  in 
June,  1879.  He  was  kindly  received,  and  presented  to  that 
body  the  salutations  of  this  Synod,  together  with  a  general 
statement  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

The  president,  in  the  name  of  that  General  Synod,  cordially 
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reciprocated  the  good  wishes  of  this  Syood,  and  expressed  the- 
desire  that  the  friendly  relation  between  the  two  churches- 
might  be  continued. 

The  proceedings  of  this  Synod,  as  far  as  your  delegate  could 
judge,  were  harmonious  and  marked  by  strong  denominational 
attachment.  Their  general  church  interests  appear  to  be  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  Their  missionary  activity  in  the  home 
and  foreign  field  seems  to  be  well  sustained,  and  is  resulting  in 
practical  success. 

The  president  of  their  synod  requested  your  delegate  to  con- 
vey to  this  body  the  Christian  salutations  of  their  Church,  and 
their  wishes  and  prayers  for  our  success  in   advancing  the   in- 
terests of  the  one  common  kingdom  of  our  Lord. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

EDMUND  K.  ESCHBACH, 

Frederick,  Md.,  May  3,  1881. 

3.     The  Triennial  Provincial  Synod  of  the  Moravian  Church. 

The  undersigned,  appointed  as  a  delegate  to  represent  thisi 
Synod  in  the  Synod  of  the  Moravian  Church,  reports  that  he, 
and  also  his  alternate.  Rev.  George  Wolff,   D.    D.,   for   certain 
reasons,  failed  to  attend  to  the  duty  assigned  them. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  BAUSMAN.    ' 

4.     The  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America. 

Your  delegate  appointed  to  represent  this  General  Synod  in 
the  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America,  would  respectfully 
report  that  he  discharged  his  duty  i«i  attending  the  sessions  of 
that  reverend  body,  convened  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  September, 
1880.  He  transmitted  the  greetings  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  gave  a  short  review  of  its  aims  and  success,  and  of  its 
present  condition.  He  was  much  pleased  to  find  that  our  sister 
church  enjoys  a  good  state  of  growth,  and  to  observe  especially 
that  the  cause  of  missions  and  of  education  are  carried  forward 
with  great  zeal  and  encouraging  success.     Your  delegate  wa& 
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received  with  kind  attention,  and  was  requested  by  the  presi- 
dent of  that  Synod  to  return  brotherly  greetings. 
Eesjjectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  BACHMAN. 


III.  Election  op  Delegates  to  Corresponding  Bodies 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. — 
Hev.  Franklin  W.  Kremer,  D.  J).,  primarius ;  Eev.  Moses  Kief- 
fer,  D.  D.,  secundus. 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian   Church   in   the 
United  States  of  America. — Kev.  John  B.  Kniest. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Luth&ran  Church. — 
Hev.  David  Van  Home,  D.  D.,primarius;  Kev.  Thomas  C.  Porter) 
D.  D.,  secundus. 

■   To  the  Triennial  Synod  of  the  Moravian  Church. — Rev.  Nicho- 
las Gehr,  D.  J).,  primarius ;  Eev.  Henry  Mosser,  secundus. 

To  the  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America. — Eev.  Peter 
Greding,  D.  D.,  jmmarius;  Eev.  Oswald  J.  KacoXa,  secundus. 


IV.      Alliance  of  Eeformed  Churches  with  Presbyterian 

System. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Sjmod,  during  the 
afternoon  session  on  Friday,  in  item  2,  reported  that  action  had 
been  taken  with  reference  to  the  Alliance  of  Eeformed  Church- 
es holding  the  Presbyterian  system,  and  the  appointment  of 
delegates  to  said  Alliance.  Therefore,  in  behalf  of  the  dele- 
gates, the  following  report  was  received  and  adopted  :    ' 

The  following  delegates  to  the  Alliance  of  the  Eeformed 
Churches  holding  the  Presbyterian  system,  attended  the  sessions 
of  that  body,  held  in  Philadelphia  during  the  latter  jjart  of 
September  and  the  first  part  of  October,  1880,  namely  :  Eevs. 
Thomas  C.  Porter,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D. 
D.,  Thomas  Gr.  Apple,  D.  D.,  Franklin  W.  Kremer,  D.  D., 
D.  Ernest  Klopp,  D.  D.,  Geo.  W.  Williard,  D.  D.,  Jacob  Dahl- 
man,  D.  D.,  Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  D.,  George  W.  Glessner,  D.  D., 
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Nicholas  Gehr,  D.  D.,  John  M.  Titzel,  Scott  F.  Hershey,  Fred- 
erick W.  Berleman,  Thomas  J.  Barkley,  John  F.  Busche,  and 
Elders  Jacob  Eader,  Esq.,  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Chapman,  Henry 
Tons,  Esq.,  Christian  M.  Boush,  Esq.,  and  John  P.  Reed,  Esq. 
Papers  were  read  before  the  Alliance  by  two  of  your  delegates, 
one  by  Dr.  J.  H,  A.  Bomberger,  on  the  subject  of  '*  Regenera- 
tion," and  one  by  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  on  "  The  Theology  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church." 

The  attendance  on  the  Alliance  was  large,  representing  Re- 
formed Churches  throughout  the  world,  and  the  interest  was 
kept  up  to  the  close.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Alliance  is  to 
be  held  in  the  city  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  in  the  fall  of  1884.  The 
regular  time  would  have  been  in  1883,  but  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  it  was  proposed  to  hold  a  World's  Exposition  in  New  York, 
it  was  thought  best  to  postpone  the  holding  of  the  Alliance  one 
year  later. 

Your  delegates  believe  that  the  Alliance  is  doing  good  in 
bringing  nearer  together  the  different  branches  of  the  Reformed 
Church  throughout  the  world,  and  thus  in  advancing  the  gen- 
eral cause  of  church  unity.  The  delegates  were  pleasantly 
entertained  by  the  Reformed  and  Presbyterian  churches  in 
Philadelphia.  During  the  sessions  of  the  Alliance  a  very 
pleasant  and  profitable  meeting  of  the  Reformed  (Dutch  and 
German)  churches  was  held  in  one  of  the  Reformed  churches, 
and  a  similar  meeting  was  held  in  a  public  hall,  where  papers 
were  read  by  delegates  from  Germany. 

In  behalf  of  the  delegates.     Respecfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  G.  APPLE. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  afternoon  session  of 
the  sixth  day  (Monday)  of  the  sessions,  reported,  in  item  3,  re- 
lating to  various  communications  and  documents  from  the 
clerks  of  the  second  General  Council  of  the  Alliance  of  Re- 
formed Churches  holding  the  Presbyterian  system,  that,  a,)  a 
copy  of  the  Minutes,  and,  b,)  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  said  council  were  received ;  that,  d,)  a  communica- 
3 
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tion  from  the  clerks  called  the  attention  of  this  synod  to  an 
action  of  the  Alliance,  suggesting  the  appointment  of  a  small 
standing  committee  with  whom  said  clerks  may  correspond  ; 
and  that,  e,)  the  attention  of  this  synod  is  directed  to  a  pro- 
posed change  in  the  time  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Alliance. 
These  several  sub-items  under  item  3  were  severally  adopted, 
and  in  this  connection  the  following  action  was  adopted: 

a  and  b.)  Resolved,  That  these  printed  documents  be  received, 
and  the  thanks  of  this  General  Synod  be  returned  to  the  clerks 
of  the  Alliance  for  these  documents. 

d.)  Resolved.  That  the  officers  of  the  G-eneral  Synod  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  correspond  with  the  clerks  of  the  Al- 
liance. 

e.)  Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  approves  of  the  pro- 
posed change  in  the  time  of  holding  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Alliance  of  Eefbrmed  Churches  holding  the  Presbyterian  sys- 
tem, in  the  year  1883  instead  of  in  1884. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  General  Synod  be  a  com- 
mittee to  appoint  delegates  to  the  next  Alliance,  to  be  held  in 
Belfast,  Ireland,  in  the  year  1884. 

The  officers  of  this  synod,  in  accordance  with  their  appoint- 
ment in  the  last  resolution,  subsequently  appointed  the  follow- 
ing persons  as  said 

Delegates : 
Eev.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.     Eev,  Benj.  Bausman,  D.  D. 

"     Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  D.  "     James  I.  Good,  D.  D. 

Elder  Goldsborough  S.  Griffith, 


ARTICLE  XII. 

STATE  OF  THE  CHUECH. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  State    of    the    Church   pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

Dear  Brethren  in  the  Lord: — Your  committee  has  endeavored 
to  obtain  a  clear  view  of  the  present  state  of  Church  by  care- 
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fully  examining  the  reports  of  the  different  synods,  and  by  the 
use  of  such  other  helps  as  were  in  our  reach.  The  result  of  our 
inquiry  we  now  lay  before  you: 

•  1.  The  preaching  of  the  word  is  foremost  in  our  commission, 
directing  us  to  "preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  All  the 
reports  bring  out  prominently  that  the"  ministry  has  been 
zealously  engaged  in  this  work.  Evidence  before  us  indicates 
that  "no  uncertain  sound"  is  given;  that  Christ  is  held  up  as 
the  only  hope  of  a  perishing  world,  and  faith  in  him  the  condi- 
tion of  OUT'  salvation.  That  this  is  done  in  a  churchly  manner, 
guarding  and  striving  against  an  unfruitful  formalism  on  the 
one  hand,  and  an  evanescent  fanaticism  on  the  other  clearly 
appears  from  the  reports.  It  is  endeavored  to  present  the  whole 
•counsel  of  God,  whether  men  will  hear  or  forbear.  While 
mention  is  made  of  prevalent  indifference,  yet  multitudes  hear 
the  word  which  still  manifests  itself  in  many  as  the  power  of 
God  unto  salvation.  The  ministry  appear  to  be  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  truth  that  in  the  gospel  we  bring  the  only 
sovereign  remedy  for  the  evils  afflicting  the  human  race.  Here 
only  is  rest  found  for  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  ;  and  that  being 
truth,  it  will  triumph  over  the  various  forms  of  error  which  are 
now  prevalent.  This  fidelity  to  the  truth  and  faith  in  the  power 
of  the  gospel  is  to  us  an  assurance  that  our  labors  will  be 
crowned  with  success — that  Zion  will  arise  and  shine. 

2.  The  sacraments  have  been  faithfully  administered.  The 
children  of  the  Church  bear  the  sign  and  seal  of  their  covenant 
relation.  The  unconfirmed  membership  of  the  Church  numbers 
96,000,  being  an  increase  of  5,000  in  three  years. 

The  Lord'-supper  is  a  "most  comfortable  sacrament"  to  the 
great  body  of  our  people;  yet  complaints  are  made  that  too 
many  make  light  of  the  grace  of  God  here  presented  unto  them- 
Of  the  161,000  members,  27,500  failed  to  appear  at  the  Lord's 
table.  Many  of  this  number  doubtless  were  providentially 
prevented;  others  heeded- the  warning  to  abstain  so  long  as 
"they  were  void  of  the  needful  preparation.  We  are  pained  to 
note  this  evil ;  but  glad  that  the  ministry  is  awake  to  and  labor- 
ing to  overcome  it.     The  Lord  grant  that  what  is  nigh  unto 
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death  be  restored  to  life,  and  this  wound  of  our  Zion  be  healed. 

3.  The  instruction  of  our  youth  is  receiving  careful  and  in- 
creasing attention.  Where  catechization  had  fiallen  into  disuse 
it  is  being  re-established  in  the  affections  of  the  people.  Our 
ministry  value  very  highly  the  privilege  of  thus  indoctrinating 
and  grounding  the  young  in  our  most  holy  faith. 

The  Sunday-school  work  also  is  receiving  due  attention  and 
finding  its  proper  relation  to  the  Church.  This  is  manifested 
not  only  in  the  fact  that  the  Sunday-school  is  brought  mor& 
fully  under  the  control  of  the  Church,  but  also  in  this,  that  the 
instruction  of  the  school  is  being  so  shaped  as  naturally  to  lead 
children  into  the  catechetical  class  and  to  full  membership  of 
the  Church.  We  note  an  increase  of  about  13,500  Sunday-school 
scholars  since  our  last  General  Synod. 

4.  The  growth  of  the  Church  has  not  been  rapid,  yet  we 
consider  it  encouraging  not  only  because  it  appears  to  us  to  be 
a  healthy  growth,  but  also  as  being  a  prophecy  of  greater  pro- 
gress to  be  made  in  the  future. 

5.  The  work  of  missions  is  enlisting  the  sympathy  of  the- 
Church  more  and  more.  The  home  field  to  which  our  church 
feels  specially  called,  opens  out  before  us  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land.  The  immigration  of  vast  multitudes- 
from  among  us  and  from  Europe  into  the  great  West  emphasizes 
the  call.  Increased  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  Church,  and 
enlarged  experience  on  the  part  of  its  boards,  encourages  us  to 
hope  for  much  progress.  But  as  a  church  we  must  learn  that 
the  silver  and  the  gold  are  the  Lord's  and  must  lay  them  on  his 
altar  for  his  work  if  we  will  secure  the  growth  he  now  oflfers. 
Three  years  ago  we  only  indirectly  had  part  in  the  work  of 
foreign  missions.  To-day  Bro.  Gring  represents  us  among  the 
natives  of  Japan,  and  Bro.  Hauser  among  our  American  Indians. 
Their  labors  are  scarcely  begun  ;  but  the  prospect  is  encourga- 
ing,  and  we  already  perceive  that  the  work,  begun  with  many 
fears  and  on  so  small  a  scale,  will  presently  enlarge  and  rebuke- 
our  little  faith.  Our  people  heartily  sustain  these  eflforts  and 
manifest  a  will  to  work. 

6.  While  our  mission-work  is  enlisting  attention,  our  care 
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lor  the  orphans  has  not  ceased.  The  Homes  heretofore  existing 
have  been  sustained,  and  the  founding  of  one  or  more  Homes 
farther  to  the  west  is  in  contemplation,  as  the  way  may  provi- 
dentially open. 

7.  Our  educational  work  is  also  worthy  of  special  mention. 
Our  schools,  colleges  and  seminaries.  East  and  West,  whether 
directly  or  indirectly  under  the  control  of  the  Church,  are  doing 
a  great  work  in  training  our  youth  for  various  spheres  of  use- 
fulness and  for  enlarged  influence  in  society.  The  ranks  of 
the  ministry  are  strengthened  by  accessions  of  energetic  young 
men,  so  that  the  present  want  of  laborers  is  perhaps  sufficiently 
met.  But  in  view  of  that  enlarged  work  which  the  near  future 
will  demand  we  should  earnestly  pray  that  many  more  may  be 
equipped  for  this  work.  Further,  we  should  bear  in  mind  that 
our  institutions  send  out  very  many  into  the  professions  other 
than  the  ministry,  and  also  into  private  life.  These  exert  a 
widespread  influence  in  favor  of  the  Church  and  for  the  right. 
We  may  well  rejoice  in  the  work  already  done  and  take  courage. 

8.  We  may  here  also  refer  to  our  periodical  literature,  with 
which  our  church  is  well  supplied.  The  pastors  generally  labor 
to  have  their  people  in  the  possession  of  it^  knowing  that  great 
good  will  result.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  so  many  and 
excellent  publications  are  sustained,  and  as  silent  bearers  of 
precious  truth  enter  our  families. 

9.  But  no  subject  has  perhaps  so  marked  this  triennial  period 
as  that  of  peace  returning  to  our  Eeformed  Church.  The  reports 
and  acts  of  every  synod  testify  of  the  joy  and  gratitude  of  the 
whole  Church  for  such  mercy  of  G-od  given  to  us.  To  be  deliv- 
ered from  all  the  evils  which  had  come  upon  us  from  our  late 
discords  might  seem  to  fill  our  cup  of  rejoicing.  But  what 
greater  cause  for  gratitude,  that  instead  of  now  resting  at  ease, 
all  the  energies  and  resources  of  the  Church  are  being  directed 
to  the  accomplishment  of  a  great  work  for  the  Lord.  Now  we 
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  to  contend  against  a  common  enemy 
to  do  a  common  work  for  our  one  Lord,  united  in  one  faith, 
sealed  by  one  baptism.  Going  forward  under  the  gracious, 
benign  influence  of  the  spirit  of  peace  who  during  these  years 
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has  hovered  over  us  and  begotten  us  to  a  new  life,  we  shall  not 
fail.     The  Lord  will  be  our  strength  and  give  us  the  victory. 

The  state  of  our  church,  in  short,  is  one  of  growing  concord, 
of  feeling  after  Grod  and  finding  him,  of  gathering  and  organ- 
izing for  work  yet  to  be  done.  We  rejoice,  but  let  us  not  forget, 
he  that  putteth  on  his  armor  is  not  to  rejoice  as  he  that  putteth 
it  off.  Our  work  is  yet  before  us.  Let  gratitude  and  love  inspire 
us  to  such  zeal  and  devotion  as  apostles  and  martyrs  manifested 
and  the  cloud  of  witnesses  who  encompass  us,  and  we  shall 
hereafter  join  in  greater  praise  when  we  lay  our  armor  by.    , 

10.  Finally,  as  Simeon,  beholding  the  infant  Savior,  exclaim- 
ed, "Now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace ;  for  my  eyes 
have  seen  thy  salvation;"  so  with  the  appearing  of  this  salva- 
tion for  our  church,  with'the  light  of  this  day  of  peace  increas- 
ing more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day,  twenty*  of  our  brethren 
in  the  ministry  during  the  past  three  j^ears  were  permitted  to 
go  to  their  rest.  Some  had  spent  a  lifetime  in  their  Master's 
service;  others  were  in  their  strength  of  manhood.  We  account 


*The  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  who  died  between  May,  1878,  and  May, 
1881,  are  as  follows  : 


NAMES. 


Place  of  Death.    Time  of  Death 


AGE. 


Albright,  George  M 1861  :  1862 

Ault,  John 1858  1858 

Berentz.  Christian 18l'9  1829 

Bokum,  Herman 1842  1843 

Clemens,  John  M 1866  ;  1866 

Denius.  Solomon  K 1821  i  1821 

Gilds,  Nicholas  E 1850  |  1851 

Hacke.  Dr.  Nicholas  P..  1819  I  1819 

Herr.  William j  1873  I  1873 

Hines,  Jesse 1845  '  1846 

HoflFman.  Henry 1845  i  1845 

Hoyman,  Charles  VV 1858  1858 

Kessler.  Simon  N  L 1868  ,  1868 

Leidy.  George 1818  1819 

Lienkemper,  Charles....  1854  1855 

Sechler,  Jacob 1837  I  1837 

Sorber,  William 1842  i  1843 

Sykes.  JohnH 1863  [  1864 

Vandersloot.  Fred  W....  18.30  1830 

Walk,  Frederick 1864  I  1864 


New  Lisbon,  0 

Littlestown,  Pa 

Grandview,  0 

Germantown,  Pa.. 
Conyngham,  Pa.... 
New  Castle,  Ind  ... 
Mechanicst'wn.Pa 

Greensburg,  Pa 

Prospect,  0 

Reed.sburg,  0 

Monroeville,  Pa... 

Somerset,  0 

Mulberry,  Ind 

Norristown.  Pa 

Waukon,  iowa 

Hanover,  Pa 

Vincent.  Pa 

Greencastle,  Pa.... 

York,  Pa 

Philadelphia,  Pa.. 


1879, 
1880 
1879, 
1878 
1880 
1878 
1879, 
1878 
1878 
1879, 
1879 
1879 
1879 
1879 
1879, 
1880 
1878 
1880 
1878 


Feb.  22.... 
July  26.  ... 
March   23 

Aug.  5 

Sep.  11 

Sep.  29 

March  5... 
Aug.  26... 

Sep.  19 

Jan.  29  ... 
Nov.  27... 
Feb.  10.... 
April  15... 

May  30 

Nov.  14... 
May  10  ... 

Dec.  7 

Nov.  10... 

Sep.  11 

Oct.  24 


10     19 
3     25 


Note— Though  not  coming  within  the  designated  period  of  the  above  necrologicai 
register,  it  may  be  here  appropriately  added  that  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D., 
died  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Synod  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  on  Sundays 
June  5, 1881,  aged  71  years  and  3  days,  and  his  remains  having  been  conveyed  thither, 
were  buried  at  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  on  the  7th  of  the  month.     [Stated  Clerk- 
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them  blessed,  as  having  gained  the  victory  and  resting  from 
their  labors.  "Blessed  are  they  who  die  in  the  Lord  .  ,  .  •  ; 
for  they  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow. them.'' 
Our  time  also  is  short.  We  know  not  when  we  shall  be  sum- 
moned hence.  May  it  find  us  at  our  post  faithfully  doing  the 
work  committed  to  us.  And  unto  him  who  has  redeemed  us 
with  his  own  precious  blood,  be  the  pi'aise  of  our  salvation  :  world 
without  end.     Amen. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  A.  KELLE]l,  Chairman. 

{For  Statistical  Reports  see  Appendix.) 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

MISSIONS. 

The  following  reports  on  the  subject  of  Missions,  both  Home 
and  Foreign,  claimed  the  attention  of  the  G-eneral  Synod,  name- 

I.  Home  Missions — Triennial  Reports. 
1.  Report  of  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

The  Boai'd  met  at  Lancaster,  Penn.,  in  the  First  Reformed 
Church,  May  22,  1878,  and  organized  by  electing  the  following 
officers,  viz :  President,  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  D.  D.,  York,  Penn.; 
Secretary,  Rev.  J.  A.  Peten*,  Lancaster,  Penn  ;  Treasurer,  Chas. 
Santee,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

The  Board  appointed  an  Executive  Committee  consisting  of 
the  officers  of  the  Board,  and  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Kuelling  and  Rev. 
Geo.  H.  Johnston. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  ot  Missions  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio, 
was  directed  to  the  importance  of  organizing  an  English  inter- 
est in  the  city  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Steps  were  taken  towards  promoting  the  work  of  missions  in 
the  state  of  Kansas,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Emporia,  and  con- 
siderable has  been  done  in  tbat  direction  by  the  fostering  care 
of  the  Tri-synodic  Board. 
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A  church  property  at  Egg  Harbor,  New  Jersey,  whose  title 
was  vested  in  the  Board,  became  involved  in  a  series  of  financial 
difficulties  and  litigations,  which  the  Board  succeeded  in  adj  ust- 
ing,  and  then  transferred  the  property  to  the  German  Synod  of 
the  Bast,  the  right  and  title  to  the  property,  to  be  vested  in  the 
congregation  on  the  condition  that  it  can  not  be  alienated  from 
the  denomination. 

The  matter  of  a  legacy  of  $4,000,  by  Miss.  Sarah  Brinker,  o^ 
New  Lisbon,  Ohio,  for  the  cause  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Synod  was  called  three 
years  ago,  came  regularly  to  our  attention,  and  negotiations 
were  entered  into  for  securing'  our  interest  in  the  said  legacy 
The  amount  received  by  the  Board,  so  far,  after  deducting 
necessary  expenses,  is  $2,045,  which  has  been  invested  at  six 
per  centum  interest. 

A  similar  legacy  of  $100,  has  also  been  received  from  Miss 
Adelaide  Dechant,  of  Catawissa,  Penn.,  and  invested;  and  the 
treasurer  was  instructed  to  pay  the  interest  annually  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  Tri-synodic  Board  according  to  the  intent  of  the 
donor,  as  made  known  to  the  treasurer. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  peace  movement  inaug- 
urated at  Lancaster,  Penn.,  after  the  harmonious  conclusion 
reached  by  the  Commission  at  Harrisburg,  the  Board  issued  a 
circular  in  March,  1880,  to  all  the  pastors  and  charges,  calling 
upon  all  our  people  to  give  a  "thank-offering"  to  the  Lord  for 
missions,  and  the  request  was  quite  heartily  responded  to 
throughout  all  our  borders. 

in  as  much  as  these  special  offerings  for  missions  were  paid 
into  the  various  treasuries  of  the  Church  and  were  mingled  with 
other  mission  funds,  we  have  no  data  from  which  to  determine 
the  precise  results. 

Summary  of  the  Work  of  Missions  in  the  several  Synods 
SINCE  LAST  Meeting. 

I.  Tri-synodic  Report,  embracing  the  Synods  of  the  United 
States,  Pittsburgh  and  Potomac. 
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Number  of  Missions. 

During  the  past  three  years  this  Board  has  had  under  its  care 
44  missions;  of  which  in  Pennsylvania  there  were  27,  in  Mary- 
land there  were  2,  in  Virginia  there  were  3,  in  Deleware  there 
was  1,  in  District  of  Columbia  there  was  1,  in  North  Carolina 
there  were  3,  in  Kansas  there  was  1,  in  Nebraska  there  was  1, 
in  California  there  were  3,  in  Oregon  there  were  3,  in  Wash- 
ington Territory  there  was  1.     The  number  at  present  is  39. 

Statistics. 

Communicants  in  the  missions  as  reported  last  year...       3,408 

Additions 655 

Baptisms 480 

Sunday-school  scholars 3,309 

Additions  during  the  last  three  years 1,315 

Baptisms       '«         "      "       "  "     1,223 

•Contributions  for  benevolent  objects S     2,348 

"  "     local  objects  $  45,602 

•Cost  of  Church  property,  about $150,000 

Amount  of  indebtedness  $  25,000 

Contributions. 

Amount  contributed  for  missions  from  May  1878,  to 

May  1879 $  7,538,17 

JFrom  May  1679  to  May  1880.... 10,834,86 

"    18«0  "       "     1881 ,..  12.947,28 

Total  amount ^31,320,31 

Over  ^5,000  were  contributed  for  the  erection  of  new  churches 
:at  Washington,  Emporia,  and  elsewhere,  most  of  which  did  not 
pass  through  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

Ifew  Missions  Established  and  Old  Missions  Discontinued. 

The  missions  at  Johnstown,  Penn.,  at  Sharon,  Penn.,  at  Ridge, 
ly,  Md.,  at  New  Castle,  Penn.,  at  Alameda,  Cal.,  at  Canby,  Ore- 
gon., at  Walla  Walla,  Washington  Territory,  at  Concord,  N.  C, 
at  Lexington,  N.  C,  at  Moffett's  G-rove,  N.  C.,  at  Emlenton 
Penn.,  at  Lancaster,  Penn.,  Trinity  Mission,  York  Co.,  Penn., 
Marietta,  Penn.,  and  Mint  Spring  Mission,  Va.,  have  been  re- 
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ceived  under  the  care  of  the  Board  as  new  missions.  The  G-er- 
man  Mission  in  New  York  city,  under  the  care  of  the  Eastern^ 
German  Board,  receives  support  in  part  from  this  Board.  Several 
other  missions  were  established  during  the  past  year,  b.ut  they 
are  as  yet  without  pastors.  Quite  recently  a  missionary  was 
commissioned  to  go  to  Nebraska,  who  expects  to  locate  himself 
at  Aurora,  in  that  state.  The  German  Mission  at  Chambersburg,. 
Penn.,  is  no  longer  under  the  Board,  bat  it  is  served  by  the  res- 
ident pastor.  The  Mission  in  Allegheny  City,  has  been  discon- 
tinued for  the  present.  The  Missions  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  at. 
Middlebrook,  Va.,  and  Emlenton,  have  become  self-sustaining. 

Missionary  Societies. 

Since  the  last  meeting  ot  the  General  Synod,  numerous  mis- 
sionary societies  have  been  established  in  the  churches  and 
Sunday-schools,  and  missionary-meetings  held,  which  rendered 
material  assistance  in  increasing  the  income  of  the  Board. 

Missionary  Paper. 

Anew  raissionar}^  paper,  called  the  ^'■Reformed  Missionary 
Herald.,'^  has  been  started,  and  is  now  published  monthly,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Board.  It  has  been  welcomed  in  the 
Church  wherever  it  has  been  circulated,  and  promises  to  be  a 
useful  help  in  promoting  the  missionary  cause. 

Recommendation. 

We  recommend  that  the  General  Synod  take  measures  to  re- 
vive the  Church  Extension  Society,  and .  so  create  a  church- 
building  fund,  by  which  missions  or  poor  congregations  may 
receive  assistance  in  putting  up  new  churches  or  in  paying  ofT 
old  debts,  in  the  way  of  loans,  properly  secured,  and  paying  a 
moderate  interest.  This  would  be  of  great  use  in  promoting 
the  missionary  work  in  the  church  at  large,  and  might  begin  at 
once  if  the  General  Synod  would  request  all  the  congregations 
within  its  bounds  to  make  an  appropriation  to  this  object  an- 
nually. The  loans  made  in  former  years  to  missionary  congre- 
gations might  in  part  at  least  also  be  paid  back  to  the  society- 
Accordingly,  we  so  recommend. 
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Remarks. 
From  the  foregoing  statement  it  will  appear  that  the  work  ofr 
missions,  committed  to  the  Tri-synodic  Board,  has  made  an  en- 
couraging degree  of  progress  during  the  past  three  years.  The 
field  of  operation  has  been  considerably  enlarged;  the  interest 
of  our  ministers  and  members  in  Ihe  missionary  cause  has 
been  awakened  and  intensified;  the  contributions  of  the 
churches  have  been  increased  ;  order  and  system  have  been  es- 
tablished;  and  the  missionary  out-look  at  the  present  time  is- 
perhaps  more  encouraging  than  it  has  ever  been  before.  At 
the  same  time  we  are  painfully  sensible  of  the  fact,  that  our 
churches  are  only  doing  a  little  of  what  they  might  and  ought 
to  do  for  the  spread  of  the  kingdom  of  Grod.  For  the  measure 
of  success  that  has  crowned  our  labors  in  Christ's  vineyard,  we 
feel  bound  to  give  thanks  to  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  who 
alone  giveth  the  increase,  and  hoping  that  this  department  of 
the  work  of  the  Church  may  go  on,  prospering  more  and  more 
in  the  future. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  Ohio  Synod. 
Number  of  missions  under  the  care  of  Board  during  three 

years 17 

Number  of  missions  under  the  care  of  Board  during  1880       9 

Number  of  missions  transferred 1 

Mumber  of  missions  self-sustaining,  1880 4 

Number  of  missions  unsuj^plied 3 

Number  of  communicant  members,  1880 586 

Number  of  Sunday-school  scholars,  1880 660 

Additions  by  confirmation  and  certificate  for  three  years...  293 
Additions  by  baptism  for  three  years 187 

Benevolent  contributions  for  three  years    S      603  00 

Congregational  purposes  for  three  years 10,377  00 

Moneys  paid  out,  1878,  ^1,772  04;  1879,  §3,012  89; 

1880,^3,206  08..., 7,991  01 

An  increase  on  the  past  three  j'ears. 
Balance  of  indebtedness  due  1,090  45 

Decrease  of  $838  91  in  three  years. 
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From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  their  receipts  have  in- 
creased, and  the  debt  of  the  Board  decreased. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  in  1880,  a  missionary  super- 
intendent and  financial  agent  has  been  employed  at  the  work 
in  the  West  and  in  Ohio. 

During  the  year  1879,  the  Board  of  Missions  could  do  but 
little  in  exploring  in  the  West,  owing  to  a  deficiency  in  funds. 
The  missionary  superintendent  was,  it  must  be  confessed,  little 
more  than  a  financial  agent.  The  Church  is  waking  up  to  this 
neglected  work  throughout  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  they  hope 
for  greater  triumphs  in  their  field  so  ripe  for  the  harvest. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest. 

This  Board  has  had  under  its  care  during  the  past  three 
years,  forty-six  missions,  scattered  over  the  large  territory  com- 
mitted to  their  care.  Most  of  their  missions  have  been  in  the 
far  west..  Of  these,  fifteen  missions  have  become  self  support- 
ing during  the  past  three  years,  and  six  have  been  abandoned 
for  want  of  success.  So  that  there  remains  still  twenty-five 
missions  under  their  care  in  successful  operation. 

This  Board  has  raised  for  the  cause  of  missions,  during  the 
past  three  years,  $9,737.87,  and  paid  out  for  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions, $9,778.50. 

They  have  furnished  us  with  no  statistics  as  to  the  increase 
of  members,  or  baptisms,  or  Sunday-school  work,  or  what  the 
missions  have  done  for  themselves  ;  but  it  is  evident  that  they 
have  been  active  and  done  a  good  work. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  East. 

This  Board  has  under  its  care  at  present  six  missions,  five  of 
which  have  become  self-sustaining  during  the  past  three  years. 
They  have  had  eleven  missions  in  all.  The  number  of  com- 
municants in  these  missions  have  been  1,764,  being  an  increase 
Ijy  confirmation  and  certificate,  during  the  past  three  years,  of 
728  members.  The  number  of  Sunday-schools,  was  11,  scholars, 
1823,  and  baptisms,  605  during  this  time.  These  missions  have 
contributed  for  benevolent  purposes,  $826,  and  for  local  pur- 
poses, ^24,327. 
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The  whole  amount  contribnted  by  this  synod  since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  General  Synod  for  Home  Missions,  is  as  follows  : 

1878 12,002  18 

1879 1,334  14 

1880 1,611-95 

Total H,948  27 

An  increase  over  the  previous  three  years  of 

This  synod  has  under  its  care  a  small  number  of  missions,  as 
compared  with  the  past,  but  they  are  as  expensive  to  them  as 
when  the  number  was  larger.  They  propose  to  start  a  mission 
in  the  city  of  Reading  as  soon  as  their  means  will  allow,  and 
ask  that  the  General  Synod  would  aid  them  with  any  means  at. 
its  command. 

Report  of  the  Iowa  Missions, 

Iowa  Classis  has  at  present  seven  missions  under  its  care. 
The  Boulder  Mission  became  self-sustaining  during  the  last 
three  years.  No  missions  have  been  abandoned.  The  missions 
are  as  follows,  namely  :  Brandon,  Millersburg,  Pleasant  Valley,. 
Wilton,  Smithtown,  Leighton,  and  Palmers.  The  membership 
is  319.  The  amount  appropriated  to  their  support,  of  Jive  of 
these  above  named,  is  1430.  Sunday-school  scholars,  263,  ad- 
ditions to  the  communicant  membership  217.  baptisms,  106,  and 
contributions  lor  benevolence  by  the  missions,  $488,  and  for  local 
objects,  $4,877. 

Report  of  the  Ursinus  Union. 

The  Ursinus  Union  has  but  one  mission  of  its  own,  but  it 
assists  missions  in  different  quarters  in  the  church  according  to 
the  judgment  of  its  committee,  and  some  funds  were  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio,  The  whole  amount  col- 
lected since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  for  missions, 
is  $2,444.11.  This  Union  has  no  distinctive  board  of  missions, 
but  acts  through  other  organized  agencies.  Its  mission  at 
Shenandoah  is  under  the  care  of  the  Tri-synodic  Board. 
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Summary. 

Whole  No.  of  Missions.  Expenditures. 

'Three  Eastern  synods 39  831,321  31 

•Synod  of  Ohio 17  7,991  01 

:Synod  of  the  Northwest 25  9,778  50 

Iowa  Classis 7  1,000  00 

-German  Synod  of  the  East.. 6  4,948  27 

Total  Missions 94     $55,039  09 

Amount  of  Expenditures. 

The  amount  passed  through  the   hands  of  the  treasurer  of 
^General  Synod's  Board  for  missions  in  Iowa,  is  8600.08. 

The  expenses  of  the  Board  remaining  unpaid  are  834.10, 
•which  the  Board  respectfully  asks  this  Synod  to  pay. 

In  the  nature  of  the  case  your  Board  has  been  limited  in  its 
Tvork,  not  because  its  members  have  not  been  anxious  to  engage 
more  largely,  and  specifically  in  this  primary  work  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  but  because  their  opportunities  were  comparatively 
limited.  In  view  of  the  condition  of  the  Church  in  the  last 
decade  or  more,  the  work  of  missions  has  been  carried  for- 
ward by  the  several  synods  and  classes  in  their  individual  or 
several  capacities.  Now  that  the  spirit  of  peace  is  hovering 
over  our  Zion,  new  life  and  zeal  in  the  cause  is  everywhere 
manifested  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Church,  and  we  can 
only  express  the  confident  hope  that  we  are  entering  on  a  new 
period  of  progressive  work,  which,  ere  long,  will  show  itself  in 
abundant  fruits.  And  now  to  God  shall  be  all  the  glory :  world 
without  end.     Amen. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JACOB  O.  MILLEE,  President. 

JOHN  A.  PETERS,  Secretary. 
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2.     Report  of  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

■Ohas.  Santee,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of 
the  General  Synod — Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

1878.  DR. 

May  21,  Collection  Missionary  Meeting  at   Lancaster,  Pa.,   per 

Rev.  G.  H.  Johnston $        19  13 

"  24,  Rev.  D.  S.  Fouse,  Treasurer,  Iowa  Classis,  collected  at 
General  Sjaiod  at  Lancaster,  P».,  for  Rev.  S.  C.  Long, 

Missionarj^  to  Iowa 28  00 

July  10,  L.  E.  Shriver,  "  Union  Mills,"  Md.,  "credit  to  a  friend  "  10  00 
Sep.  21,  T.  J.  Craig,  Treasurer  Pittsburg  Synod,  for  Iowa  Mis- 
sions           50  00 

Oct.  14,  Rev.  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  Middletown,  Md.,  for  D.S.  Fouse, 

Iowa  Missions 10  00 

"      29,  T.  J.  Craig,  Treasurer,  Pittsburg  Synod,  for  Iowa  Miss'ns        100  00 
Nov,  12,  A.  C.  Geary,  Keedj^sville,  Md.,  Mt.  Moriah  Charge,  for 

Iowa  Classis 10  00 

Dec.  16,  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia 25  00 

"      27,  Per  Rev.  H.  Mosser,  Treasurer,  Lebanon  Classis,  from 

St.  John's  Church,  Lebanon,  Pa 25  00 

1880. 

April  6,  Jacob  J.  Brinker,  Executor  of  the  Estate  of  Sarah 
Brinker,  deceased,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio,  part  of  a 
Legacy,  the  i^rincipal  to  be  invested,  and  the  interest 
only  to  be  used  for  Home  Missions,  the  amount  re- 
ceived, deducting  $4.00  exchange 1,632  36 

"    22,  From  a  Friencf  in  Wisconsin 1  50 

"  24,  Jacob  J.  Brinker,  Executor  of  the  Estate  of  Sarah 
Brinker,  deceased,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio,  on  account 
of  a  Legacy,  the  principal  to  be  invested,  and  the  in- 
terest thereof  only  to  be  used  for  Home  Missions, 

the  sum  received,  deducting  §1.10  exchange 435  26 

July  6,  Rev.  Geo.  B.  Dechant,  Executor  of  the  Estate  of  Mary 
R.  Dechant,  deceased,  for  Adelaide  Dechant,  accord- 
ing to  her  will,  her  death  occurring  before  the  expira- 
tion of  thirty  days,  the  principal  sum  to  be  invested, 
and  the  interest  to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 

Tri-synodical  Board  of  Home  Missions 100  00 

Aug,  14,  Kate  Filer,  per  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D 1  00 

Oct.     2,  Six  months'  interest  on  $2,000,  Am.  S.   S.   Co.,  six  per 

cent,  Saraii  Brinker  Legacy 60  00 

"       4,  Per  Rev.  D.  S.  Fouse,  Treasurer,  Iowa  Classis,  namely  : 

Rev.  F.  C.  Bauman,  Harmony  Charge 55  00 

"     D.  S.  Fouse,  Tipton  Charge  75  00 

"     D.  P.  Lefever,  Pleasant  Valley  Charge.... 31  00 

"     C.  Cort,  Columbus  Junction  Charge... 19  40 

"     T.  S.  Land,  Brandon  Charge 21  75 

Carried  forward $  2,709  40 
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Brought  forward ?  2,709  40 


Rev.  H.  Keller,  Maquoketa Charge... 

Leighton  Mission 

Rev.  J.  Kuhn,  Millersburg  Charge.... 

S.  C.  Long,  Wilton  Charge..* 

F.  C.  Bauman,  Thank  Offering. 

D.  S.  Fouse,  "  " 


Dec. 


1881. 


T.  S.  Land,  "  "        

J.  Kuhn,  "  "        

C.  Cort,  •      "  "        

H.Keller,  "  "        

S.C.Long,  "  "        

3,  Semi-annual  dividend  on  two  shares  Pennslyvania  R. 
R.  Co.,  Adelaide  Dechant,  Legacy , 


April  1,  Six  months'  interest  on  |2,000,  Am.  S.  S.  Co.,  six  per 
cent,  Sarah  Brinker  Legacy 


17  00 

6  80 

5  00" 

40  0» 

10  00 

12  00' 

5  00 

5  00 

10  00 

5  00 

5  00- 

4  OO 


60  OO 


Total $2,894  20 

1881. 

May  10,  To  Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer ^49  12. 

CR. 

1878. 

May  24,  Cash  to  Rev.  D.  S.  Fouse,  Treasurer  Iowa  Classis. 

Sep.  21, 

Oct. 


28  OO 
50  00 
10  00 
129  la 
35  00 
25  OO 


14, 
"      31, 

Dec.  16, 
"      27, 

1880. 

May  14,  Cash  paid  Emory,  Freed  &  Co.  for  2,000  Am.  S.  S.  Co. 
Loan,  principal  and  interest  guaranteed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.,  at  102  and  com'n  interest 
six  per  cent,  payable  April  1st  and  October  1st 2,045  00 

July  9,  Cash  paid  Emory,  Freed  <fe  Co.  for  two  shares  Pennsyl- 
vania R.  R.  Co.,  par  value,  f50.00,  cost  533^  and  com. 
$107.25,  less  donation  from  Chas.  Santee,  Treas.,  ?7.25        100  OO 

Oct.     4,  Cash  to  Rev.  D.  S.  Fouse,  Treasurer,  Iowa  Classis,  per 

receipts 322  95 

1881. 

May  10,  By  Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 149  12 

Total 12,894  20 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

CHAKLES  SANTEE,  Treasurer. 

We,  the  undersigned,  examined  the  above  account,  compar- 
ing it  with  the  vouchers,  -and  found  it  correct. 

GEO.  H^J0HNf?5N.}   ^''^^''''^  Commttee. 
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II.     Eeport  op  Committee  on  Home  Missions. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Home  Missions  submitted  their 
report,  which  was  received,  and,  together  with  the  preceding 
reports,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  on  Home  Missions  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following  report : 

The  following  documents  were  placed  in  their  hands  for  ex- 
amination : 

I.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions.  From  this 
we  learn  that  there  are  ninety-four  missions  under  the  care  of 
the  different  district  boards,  and  the  amount  raised  and  ex- 
pended in  their  support  is  $55,039.09.  This  amount  is  $13,000 
in  excess  of  what  .was  reported  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod.  This,  indeed,  indicates  some  reasonable  degree  of 
increase  in  the  benevolent  activity  of  the  church,  and  for  this 
there  is  reason  for  thankfulness;  yet  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  it  comes  far  short  of  what  the  church  is  able  to  accomplish 
in  the  important  work  of  Home  Missions.  It  may  be  accepted, 
however,  as  a  tangible  evidence  that  the  return  of  peace  to  the 
church  has  quickened  its  activity  in  practical  work.  The  re- 
port refers  to  the  fact  that  missionary  societies  are  being  organ- 
ized in  the  congregations,  and  that  much  has  been  accomplish- 
ed by  this  means  in  developing  the  benevolence  of  the  church. 
The  report  of  one  of  the  subordinate  boards  recommends  the 
revival  of  a  Church  Extension  Fund  to  aid,  in  the  way  of  loans, 
in  the  erection  of  new  church-buildings  for  missions  that  are 
destitute  of  such  builciings.  The  General  Board  has  given 
what  attention  it  could  to  some  supervision  of  the  general  field, 
and  it  has  attended  to  certain  bequests  made  to  it ;  but  its  pow- 
er to  act  has  been  very  much  circumscribed  by  the  fact  that 
nearly  all  missionary  work  has  been  carried  forward  by  the 
district  boards,  and  also  by  the  fact  that  its  members  reside  so 
far  apart  that  it  has  been  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  se- 
cure their  attendance  at  its  meetings.  There  has  been  a  very 
general  desire  to  bring  the  missionary  operations  of  the  church 
under  the  more  immediate  and  direct  control  of  this  General 
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Board,  but  your  committee  can  see  no  way  by  which  this  can 
be  accomplished  at  present.  They  are  of  the  opinion,  however, 
that  one  important  step  toward  it  would  be  to  locate  the  Board 
at  some  center  in  the  east  or  in  the  west,  and  the  election  of 
Buch  members  as  reside  at  or  near  such  center.  We  believe 
that  such  centralization  and  unification  of  the  missionary  work,, 
so  far  as  it  may  be  desirable,  will  be  reached  in  due  time  ;  but, 
inasmuch  as  this  matter  will  be  considered  in  the  adoption  of  a 
new  constitution,  which  is  in  contemplation,  your  committee 
do  not  feel  prepared  to  make  any  recommendation  on  this  point 
at  present.  In  reference  to  the  general  subject,  we  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  -resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  hereby  commends  the 
cause  of  Home  Missions  to  the  district  synods  and  their  boards, 
and  requests  them  to  take  such  action  as  shall  increase  the  ac- 
tivity and  efficiency  of  the  church  in  this  important  work. 

Resolved,  That  the  request  is  hereby  repeated  that  the  boards 
of  the  district  synods  report  to  the  Board  of  the  General  Synod, 
at  least  one  month  before  its  triennial  meeting,  a  statement  of 
their  laboi's  and  their  financial  condition,  and  that  each  synod 
be  requested  to  send  a  copy  of  its  annual  minutes  to  the  Board 
of  the  General  Synod. 

II.  An  interesting  paper  from  Eev.  J.  H.  C.  Eoentgen,  on 
the  subject  of  commencing  missionary  work  in  Germany,  with 
a  view  to  strengthen  the  efforts  of  our  Eeformed  brethren  there 
to  revive  and  maintain  the  historical  Eeformed  Church  holding 
our  honored  symbol  of  faith,  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  in  the 
fatherland. 

While  your  committee  are  impressed  with  the  deep  import- 
ance of  the  subject  brought  forward  in  this  paper,  yet,  in  view 
especially  of  the  urgent  demand  for  work  in  the  borne  field  in 
our  own  country,  we  recommend  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  does  not  see  its  way  clear 
at  the  present  time  to  take  any  action  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject brought  to  its  attention  in  this  paper. 

III.  Letters  from  Eev.  J.  F.  Busche,  Eev.  I.  K,  Loos,  and 
also  recommendations  from  the  Ohio,  Synod  and  the    Gcrmaix 
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Synod  of  the  East,  urging  the  appointment  of  a  missionary  to 
the  spiritual  direction  of  immigrants  of  the  Reformed  Church 
of  Germany  landing  in  New  York.  Your  committee  believe 
that  the  most  efficient  service  in  this  matter  can  be  rendered  by 
23roviding  the  means  of  grace  for  immigrants  from  the  father- 
land in  those  sections  of  our  country  where  they  become  settled, 
yet  we  recognize  the  importance  also  of  the  woi"k  here  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Synod.  We  therefore  recommend  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  missionary  for  immi- 
grauts  at  the  port  of  i^ew  York  is  hereby  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions  of  the  General  Synod,  with  the  request  that 
said  Board,  as  soon  as  it  may  find  it  practicable,  appoint  such 
missionary  ;  and  we  recommend  that  whatever  may  be  neces- 
sary for  his  support  beyond  the  funds  that  may  be  appropriat- 
ed from  the  treasury  of  the  General  Board,  be  paid  in  equitable 
proportion  by  the  different  district  boards,  and  that  the  Board 
of  the  General  Synod  shall  make  the  apportionment  to  the  dis- 
trict boards. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  the  General  Synod  be  authorized  to  pay  the  expenses  of  its 
members  in  attending  to  their  duties,  amounting,  as  reported, 
to  $34.10. 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  believing  that  something  remains  to 
be  done  in  the  better  organization  of  the  missionary  operations 
of  the  church,  and  yet  that  the  church  has  been  making  com- 
mendable progress  in  this  direction  ;  and  believing  also  that  the 
present  plans  and  organizations,  until  something  more  com- 
plete can  be  reached,  are  abundantly  sufficient  to  provide  for  a 
wise  and  efficient  use  of  the  benevolent  contributions  of  the 
charch  for  this  cause,  this  Synod  hereby,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  and  Master,  commends  to  all  the  chui'ches  the  Home 
Missionary  work.  Believing,  moreover,  that  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  church  will  be  more  firmly  established  in  the 
degree  in  which  she  is  diligent  and  faithful  to  the  great  trust 
committed  to  her  hands,  and  also  as  a  thanksgiving  for  what 
has  already  been  vouchsafed  in  the  progress  of  the  peace  move- 
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ment,  this  Synod  urges  upon  all  her  churches  and  people  to  re- 
member in  their  prayers  and  alms  the  self-denying  labors  of 
our  missionaries,  so  that  the  good  work  may  increase  and  pros- 
per in  the  years  to  come,  and  receive  the  benediction  of  the 
great  Head  of  the  Church.     Eespectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  G.  APPLE,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted  : 
Resolved,  That  the  collection  raised  at  the  synodical  mission- 
ary meeting  held  on  Monday  evening,  amounting  to  $38.85.  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod,  and  be  devoted  to  the  immigrant  missionary 
work. 


III.     Foreign  Missions — Triennial  Keports. 
1.    Report  of  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Fathers  and  Brethren : 

The  members  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  elected  by 
Synod  at  the  last  triennial  sessions  beg  leave  respectfully  to  re- 
port, that  they  have  given  the  subject  committed  to  their  care 
their  most  earnest  attention  and  oversight.  The  Board,  as  at 
present  constituted,  held  its  first  meeting  and  affected  an  or- 
ganization during  the  sessions  of  your  reverend  body  at  Lan- 
caster, Pa.,  three  years  ago,  since  which  time  various  meetings 
have  been  held  as^^the  progress  of  the  work  demanded. 

An  examination  of  the  past  history  of  our  church  in  relation 
to  foreign  mission  work,  reveals  the  fact  that  prior  to  the  year 
1878,  no  missionary  had  been  appointed  to  the  foreign  field- 
The  pressing  demand  in  the  home  field,  especially  in  connec- 
tion with  the  ever-increasing  tide  of  German  immigration  to 
our  country,  in  a  great  degree,  absorbed  the  missionary  re- 
sources of  our  denomination.  Notwithstanding  this,  our 
church  has  not  been  idle  in  the  work  of  the  Master  in  the  for- 
eign field.  One  of  our  ministers,  the  late  Kev.  Benjamin  Schneid- 
er, D.  D.,  gave  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  this  service  in  Syria, 
under  tho  care  of  the   American    Board   of  Commissioners   of 
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Foreign  Missions,  and  was  signally  successful  in  his  labors  for 
the  common  cause.*  Besides  this,  the  German  Evangelical 
Mission  Society  sustains  a  flourishing  mission  in  Bisrampore, 
India,  to  which  many  of  our  German  churches  send  their  an- 
nual contributions.  This  mission  is  also  under  the  care  of  one 
of  our  ministers,  Rev.  Oscar  T.  Lohr,  formerly  assisted  by  one 
of  our  brethren,  Eev,  Jacob  Hauser.  In  this  way  we  have 
been  co-operating  in  the  foreign   work. 

For  some  years  past,  however,  the  feeling  has  been  gaining 
ground  among  us  that  we  should  have  a  regular  mission  of  our 
own  in  the  foreign  field.  Accordingly,  on  April  15,  1873,  the 
Board,  at  its  meeeting  in  Harrisburg,  resolved  that  Japan 
should  be  the  country  where  a  mission  of  the  church  should  be 
planted  when  the  way  should  be  open.  We  learned,  also,  from 
the  late  treasurer's  report,  that  a  surplus  of  $5, 296.39  remained 
in  the  treasury. 

With  these  facts  as  a  basis,  your  Board  proceeded  to  inaugur- 
,  ate  measures  looking  to  a  speedy  occupation  of  the  field  already 
selected,  by  sending  out  a  missionary  who  should  be  the  repre- 
sentative of  tlie  Reformed  Church,  and  labor  exclusively  under 
its  auspices  and  control.  Announcements  were  made  of  the 
purpose  of  the  Board,  on  the  floors  of  synods,  and  through  the 
columns  of  the  church  papers,  calling  for  volunteers,  and  urg- 
ing the  importance  of  the  work  upon  the  attention  of  the  min- 
istry. A  number  of  responses  were  obtained  to  the  appeal,  and 
the  Board  assembled  to  examine  the  candidates.  This  meeting 
was  held  in  Harrisburg,  September  30,  1878,  and  Rev.  Ambrose 
D.  Gring  was  elected  missionary,  and  the  Executive  Committee 
was  authorized  to  furnish  him  with  the  necessary  outfit  and 
send  him  forth  to  Japan.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States,  held  at  Easton,  October  25,  1879,  the  missionary 
was  solemnly  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry,  and  assigned  by 
the  Executive  Committee  to  Japan  as  his  missionary  station. 
Varigus  meetings  of  a  public  character  were  subsequently  held 
in  different  parts  of  the  church,  at  which  addresses  were  made 

*During  the  time  of  Dr.  Schneider's  labors,  many  o£  our  churches  contributed  to 
his  support. 
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by  the  missionary  and  others,  through  which,  it  is  believed,  a 
sj)irit  of  earnest  enthusiasm  was  aroused  in  behalf  of  the  cause. 

The  missionary  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Harriet  L.  Gring,  followed 
by  the  prayers  and  best  wishes  of  many  hearts,  sailed  from  San 
Francisco  in  May,  1879,  and  reached  Yokohamma  the  following 
month.  Here  they  rented  a  house,  and  providing  themselves 
with  the  necessaries  of  Vife,  secured  foreign  teachers  and  at 
once  commenced  the  difficult  study  of  the  Japanese  language. 
Through  correspondence  with  the  missionary,  the  members  of 
the  Board  learned  that  suitable  buildings  were  very  scarce  in 
Japan,  and  the  rents  very  high.  It  was  also  learned  that  Yo- 
kohamma was  a  suburban  town,  occupied  chiefly  by  foreigners 
from  various  countries,  so  that  it  would  not  be  a  favorable  place 
for  missionary  work  among  the  natives.  Accordingly,  it  was 
thought  best  to  transfer  the  missionary  residence  to  Tokio,  the 
great  capital  city  of  this  enterprising  nation. 

About  this  time  a  fine  lot  and  dwelling,  situated  in  the  foreign 
concession,  named  Tsukiji,  was  offered  for  sale  for  only  about^ 
one  half  its  cost  value.  As  the  purchase  of  this  property  would 
relieve  the  Board  from  the  heavy  expense  otherwise  annually 
incurred  by  house  rent,  negotiations  were  entered  into,  and  the 
property  .purchased  for  S3, 955. 50.  After  some  necessary  repairs 
were  made,  the  missionary  moved  into  the  premises  June  28, 
1880.  In  this  house,  now  the  property  of  the  church,  described 
as  both  spacious  and  firmly  built,  with  a  fine  lot  surrounding  it, 
the  missionary  and  family  at  present  reside;  and  from  this 
point,  as  a  center,  a  good  work,  it  is  hoped,  will  hereafter  be 
accomplished. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  treasurer's  report,  our  people  have 
generously  responded  to  the  call  for  money  both  to  purchase  the 
mission  house  and  sustain  the  missionary.  The  fine  certificate 
prepared  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Board,  presenting  portraits  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grring,  and  a  cut  of  the  mission  house,  has  met 
with  a  hearty  reception  in  our  Sunday-schools — 100  copies  hav- 
ing been  distributed  to  our  ministers,  and  8,400  copies  sold. 

"While  expressing  thanks  for  the  gifts  already  received,  we 
respectfully  solicit  the  same  favor  for  the  future. 
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The  Boa'rd  is  entirely  dependent  upon  the  church  for  the 
means  to  further  prosecute  its  work,  and  therefore  appeals  to 
all  its  members  for  regular  contributions,  in  collections,  sub- 
scriptions, or  private  gifts. 

The  present  time  is  regarded  as  very  suitable  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  work  we  have  now  undertaken.  In  view  of  the 
peace  movement  inaugurated  by  your  reverend  body  at  Lan- 
caster, and  formulated  by  the  Peace  Commissioners  at  flarris- 
buag,  in  1879,  now  to  be  passed  upon  by  Synod  at  the  present 
sessions,  we  would  urge  the  propriety  of  a  hearty  union  of  all 
parts  of  the  church  in  the  work  of  Foreign  Missions.  Differ- 
ences will  more  readily  disappear  when  we  are  all  intent  upon 
the  observance  of  our  Lord's  commond  :  "  Go  into  all  the  world 
and  preach  my  gospel  to  every  creature." 

For  the  proper  management  of  the  funds  and  other  proper- 
ties which  are  now,  or  may  come  into  the  custody  of  the  Board, 
a  charter  has  been  secured,  dated  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  April  25, 
1881,  and  executed  according  to  law  by  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Dauphin  County,  Pa.  According  to  the  charter  the 
new  name  of  the  Board  is,  "  The  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States." 

In  a  letter  bearing  date  February  25,  1881,  the  missionary 
suggests  the  expediency  of  sending  out  a  lady  helper  to  work 
among  the  women  of  Japan.  The  mission  house,  he  states,  has 
a  room  ready  for  her  occupancy,  and  the  expense  will  not  re- 
quire more  than  six  or  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum  as  sal- 
ary, and  an  additional  sum  sufficient  to  cover  cost  of  outfit  and 
traveling  expenses.  In  this  connection  the  Board  would  ex- 
press the  hope  that  the  women  of  the  Eeformed  Church  will 
soon  come  to  the  aid  of  the  good  cause,  and  as  a  sex,  endeavor 
to  assist  in  rescuing  the  women  of  Japan  from  their  heathen 
degradation. 

In  this  connection,  however,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  a 
suggestion  was  made  to  the  Board  that  a  single  young  man 
should  be  sent  instead,  as  soon  as  the  way  be  open,  that  he 
might  proceed  to  learn  the  language,  and  share  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  management  of  our  mission  work  in  Japan.  The 
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Board  would  gladly  receive  advice  from  the  General  Synod  on 
this  point,  and  have  the  assurance  that  in  case  either  plaii  be 
adopted  the  expenses  would  be  promptly  met  by  increase  of 
contributions  to  the  treasury  for  the  purpose. 

We  would  recommend  further,  that  four  ministers  and  two 
elders  be  elected  by  Synod  as  members  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  for  a  term  of  six  years;  and  also  four  ministers  and  two 
elders  for  a  term  of  three  years.  We  also  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  members  elected  be  located  within  reasonable  travel- 
ing distance  of  the  accustomed  place  of  meeting. 

We  trust,  also  that  Synod  will  hold  suitable  anniversary  serv- 
ices in  connection  with  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions  during 
the  present  sessions. 

We  would  also  report  to  the  General  Synod  that  we  have  do- 
nated to  the  Indian  Mission  under  the  care  of  the  Sheboygan 
Classis,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  YAN  HOENE,  President. 


2.    Heport  of  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

HuDoiiPH  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  For- 
eign Missions  of  the  JReformed  Church  in  the  United 
8tates,in  account  with  said  Board. 

DR. 
1878.  To  cash  received  as  follows,  to-wit : 

July  10,  Second  Greensburg  Charge,  J.  W.  Love,   pastor,  viz: 
Second  Greensburg  Charge,  $32  65;  Stanton,  $1  30  ; 

Seauon,^2  05 $        3(5  00 

July  15,  Mrs.  Cath.  K.  Small,  Harrisburg 25  00 

Sept.  8,  Rev.  Edmund  Erb,  Apple  Creek  Charge,  Ohio 5  00 

"    12,  H.  J.  Seibert,  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  per  Rev.  Hoflfheins  5  00 

"    18,  Thos.  J.  Craig,  Esq.,  former  treasurer  of  the  Board 5,296  39 

Oct.     1,  Zion's  Reformed  Congregation,  Philadeli;)hia,  per  Rev. 

Dr.  Gehr 15  00 

"       2,  Catharine  Kunkel,  Harrisburg,  Pa 25  00 

"       7,  Rev.  D.  Willers,  D.  D.,  Fa3'^ette,  N.  Y.,  collected  in  his 

charge 10  00 

"      19,  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  Treasurer  S3'nod  U.  S.,   interest  on 

Gerhart  legacy 12  00 

"      21,  Pleasantville  Charge,  Pa.,  pastor.  Uriah  Weidner 22  50 

Carried  forward $     5,451  89 
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Brought  forward $     5,451  89 

Dec.    2,  Dreisbach  Sunday-school,  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  pastor,  Geo. 

E.  Adams 20  00 

"  4,  Sunday-school  New  Holland,  Pa.,  pastor  D.  W.  Ger- 
hard   6  05 

1S79. 

Jan.    1,  St.  Peter's  Sunday-school,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  pasitor,  S. 

Z  Ream 3  OO 

"       6,  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher,  from  Miss  Elizabeth  Dieffenbacher, 

Edwardsbnrg,  Mich 3  40 

"      17,  Prof.  Thos.  M.  Stein,  pastor,  H.  Mosser,  Reading.  Pa.  2  50 

"  18,  Rev.  D.  Van  Horn,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia,  collections  as 
follows :  Union  meeting  of  Race  St.  and  Christ 
churches,  f2()  00 ;  Trinity  Church,  Philadelphia, 
$10  00;  Sunday-school  Race  Street  Church,  $2  45...  38  45 

"      20,  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  i^astor,  J.  A.  Hoflfheins 6  25 

Feb.    1,  Sunday-school  Emanuel's  Reformed  Church,   Brides- 
burg,  pastor,  C.  Keller 3  oo 

"       4,  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Big  Creek,  Pa,, 

pastor,  J.  E.  Freeman 2  16 

*'       5,  St.  John's  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Allentown,  Pa., 

pastor,  S.  G.  Wagner 14  20 

"      10,  Heidelberg  Reformed    Church,    Philadelphia,    Wm. 

Stearly,  treasurer 17  49 

*'      13,  Reformed  Church  Springborough,  Ohio,  J.  Siegfried, 

treasurer 5  00 

"      17,  Sunday-school  First  Reformed  Church  Lebanon,  Pa., 

J.  L.  Lemberger,  treasurer 50  oO 

"       "   Mrs,  W.  H.  Fenneman,  Waterloo,  Indiana 6  50 

March  7,  Reformed  Church,   Middletown,   Md.,   pastor,   T,   F. 

Hoffmeier 10  oO 

"  11,  Rev.  Ambrose  D.  Gring,  moneys  paid  to  him  by  others, 
namely,  collection,  Myerstown  Ref.  Church,  Rev. 
Dr.  Wolf,  |4.()0 ;  Miss  Sallie  Spangler,  Myerstown, 
Pa.,  first  money  earned  by  her  as  music  teacher, 

$6.00;  Mr,  Hoffman,  Hagerstown,  Md.,  $1.00 H  60 

"      13,  Juvenile     Missionary    Society    of    Zion's    Reformed 

Church,  Philadelphia,  Rev.  N.  Gehr,  D.  D.,  pastor..  20  00 

"  17,  Rev.  H.  Mosser,  Reading,  Pa.,  collection  held  at  Fare- 
well Missionary  meeting  in  First  Reformed  Church 

March  13,  1879 .-. 49  41 

"     21,  Children  of  Dr.  Roher,  Trappe,  Montgomery,  Co.  Pa..  3  oO 

"     22,  Christ's  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Annville,  Pa.,  Rev. 

J,  E,  Hiester,  D,  D 20  00 

"     26,  Tulpehocken  Reformed  Sunday-school,  L,  Bleichert, 

treasurer 10  00 

"     28,  Reformed  Chui-ch,  Shrewsbury,  Pa.,  Rev.  D.  Gring....  2  65 

"       "  Reformed  Church,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  per  elder  David 

Dunn 5  50 

Carried  forward |    5,754  96 
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Brought  forward .....:..;..<,     |5,754  96 

April  5,  A  friend,  Union  Mills,  Md.,  per  T.  J.  Craig,  Pittsburg..  10  00 

"  20,  Kev.  N.  Wiers,  pastor,  New  Bavaria,  Ohio,  namely, 
Emanuel's  Reformed  Church,  $3.47 ;  St.  John  Re- 
formed Church,  $5.09;  widow  R.,$2.00;  Mrs. S.,  $1.00; 
C.  J.^.,  $5.03;  tliank  offering  from  W.  Aagtje,  $1.00; 
a  friend  of  missions,  44  cents ;  Adam  Rettig,  $1.00...  19  00 

"    28,  Slatington  charge,  Pa.,  Rev.  L.  K.  Derr 30  00 

May    7,  West  Salem  charge,  Ohio,  pastor,  L.  M.  Kerschner 7  15 

"     12,  Boalsburg  Reformed  Church,  Centre  County,  Pa.,  Rev. 

W.  A.  Haas 4  36 

"     14,  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Shepherdstown,  W.  Va.,  per 

J.  C.  Bowman,  pastor 30  00 

"      "   Kelker  brothers,  for  principal  and  interestof  temporary 

loan  of  March  1,  1879 2024  67 

"  19,  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  treasurer.  East  Pa.,  classis  from 
St.  Mark's  Retormed  Church,  Easton,  Pa.,  $5.00  ; 
a  member  of  St.  John's  Church,  Allentown,  $5.00....  10  00 

May  22,  D.  B.  Mauger,  treasurer,  Goshenhoppen  Classis,  Rev. 
Dr.  Weiser's  charge:  Easter  offering  New  Goshen- 
hoppen Church,  Tobias  Freed,  treasurer,  $59.16 ; 
Easter  offering  Trinity  Reformed  Church,  Great 
Svi-amp,  N.  C.  Roeder,  treasurer,  $44.87 104  03 

"  Rev.   S.   R.  Fisher,  D.   D.,     contributions    of    White 

Marsh  Sunday-school,   Montgomery  County,  Pa., 
J.  D.  Detrich,  pastor,  $3.79,  and  from  Kate  Eyler,  $1  4  79 

"     29,  Reformed  Sunday-school  of  Frederick,  Md.,  per  Rev. 

E.  R.  Eschbach,  D.D 95  16 

June  3,  Hanover,  Pa.,  Reformed   Chvirch,  per  H.  Wirt,  Esq., 

treasurer 30  00 

"  Trinity  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Norristown,  Pa 12  00 

"  17,  S.  Whitehall,  Missionary  Society,  Allentown,  Pa.,  pas- 
tor W.  R.  Hoffbrd 25  00 

"      20,  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church,  Butler,  Pa.,  pastor  T,  F. 

Stauffer 3  00 

"  30,  Rev.  H.  MOsser,  treasurer,  Lebanon  Classis,  as  follows: 
Sunday-school  First  Reformed  Church,  Reading, 
Class  No.  46,  John  Kenninger  teacher,  $3  ;  Class  No. 
51,  Mrs.  Lotz  teacher,  50  cts ;  total,  $3.56.   St.  John's 

Church,  Reading,  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  pastor,  $7 10  56 

Catharine  Kunkel,  Harrisburg 20  00 

W.  A.  Wilt,  treasurer,  Zion's  Classis,  collections : 

St.  Jacob's  Church,  Rev.  J.  D.  Zehring's  charge 19  81 

July    1,  Interest  received  on  $2,000   United  States  4  per  cent, 

consols 20  00 

"  4,  Rev.  J.  Heckman,  pastor  Salem  Reformed  Church, 
Cinciunatti,  contributions  from  Sister  Merkel,  $10, 
and  Sister  Buckhorn,  $1.50 11  50 

Brought  forward $8,245  99 
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Brought  forward $8,245  99 

"      14,  Salem  Reformed  Church,  Harrisburg,  Rev.  W.  H.  H. 

Snyder,  pastor 55  00 

"      22,  Rev.  Benj.  Weiss'    charge,  per  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner, 

treasurer 10  00 

"      25,  Salem  Sunday-school,  Thornville  charge,  Ohio,  Rev. 

F.  C.  Yost 3  15 

Aug.   5,  Second  Greensburg  charge.  Rev.  J,  W.  Love,  pastor, 

$24.70  ;  Seanor  and  Stanton  Congregations,  $8.30 28  00 

*'  22,  Emanuel  Reformed  Mission  Society,  Manor  Dale, 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  Rev.  J.  F.  Snyder, pas- 
tor   10  00 

"     23,  Lincoln  Reformed  Church,  at  Lincoln,  Pa.,  pastor  S. 

Schweitzer 5  00 

"      28,  Ringtown  charge,  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  Rev.  E.  D. 

Miller,  pastor 2  00 

"     28,  Hanover  Reformed  Church,  Rev.  Jacob  Secliler,  pastor  11  GO 

"  Rev.  J.  D.  Zehring,  Emanuel's  charge,  York  County, 

Pa.,  per  W.  A.  Wilt,  treasurer  Zion's  Classis 15  00 

Sept.    1,  Pleasant  Vallej^  Charge,  Fremont  County,  Iowa,  per 
Rev.  D.  P,   Lefever,  pastor,  Essex,  Page  County, 

Iowa 1  50 

Sept.  3,  Rev.  R.  Leigh  ton  Gerhart,  Harvest  Home  collection, 

Riegelsville,  Pa 14  70 

"  "  J.  J.  Nissley,  treasurer.  Synod  LT.  S.,  interest  on  Ger- 
hart legacy '. 5  04 

"      5,  Rev.  D.  Zimmerman,  treasurer.  Synod  North  West, 

Gallon,  Ohio; 30  00 

"    23,  Huntingdon  charge.  Pa.,  pastor,  A.  G.  Dole 7  50 

"    25,  Rev.  D.  Willers,  D.  D.,  Fayette,  N.  Y : 8  19 

*'    26,  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  treasvirer,  Mercersburg  Classis, 

Sunday-school  Convention 5  85 

Oct.  15,  Zionville  Missionary'  Society,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.,  pastor 

Eli  Keller 15  00 

"      16,  Reformed  Church.  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  D.  M.  Kilmer, 

treasurer 10  76 

"      22,  Weymer  Missionary  Society,  Hagerstown,  Md.,  W. 

H.  McArdell,  treasurer »....  10  00 

"      29,  Snyod  of  Potomac  collection,  per  L.  H.   Steiner,   M. 

D.,  treasurer 42  70 

Nov.     3,  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  treasurer.  East  Pa.  Classis  of  Free- 

mansburg  charge 5  25 

"  5,  Rev.  H.  Mosser,  class  No.  46,  Sunday-school  First  Re- 
formed Church,  Reading,  $4.50;  Sinking  Spring 
congregation,  pastor,  W.  F.  P.  Davis,  $6  41 10  91 

"      11,  Reformed  Church,   Shoemakerville,  Pa.,   pastor,    M. 

Peters 7  45 

"      19,  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  treasurer,  East  Pa.  Classis,  Len- 

hartsville  charge 5  00 


Carried  forward $     8,566  19 
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Brought  forward $  8,56G  19 

Nov.  28,  Rev.  J.  C.  Bueher,  D.  D.,  Lewisburg,  Pa 5  00 

"      29,  B.  F.   Moyer,    treasurer.    Mission   Fund,  Weurich's 

charge,  Dauphin,  Pa 8  03 

"  Elder  F.  W.  Scheele,  Terre  Haute,  Indiana 5  00 

Dec.  3,  E.  J.  Fogel,  pastor,  Fogelsville,  Pa.,  of  which  flO.OO  is 
the  gilt  of  Nathan  Sieger,  .Jordan  charge,  and  |10.00 
the  savings  of  his  son  John  E.  Fogel,  dec'd 20  00 

"     10,  Henry  Mj^ers,  Hanover,  Pa.,  Reformed  Church  per  H. 

Wirt 5  00 

"  11,  Rev.  J.  Hassler,  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  gift  of  a  pious  Re- 
formed member,  of  Fannettsburg,  Franklin  Co.  Pa.  15  00 

"  12,  Rev.  H.  Mosser,  treasurer,  Lebanon  Classis  of  Class 
No.  46,  Sunday-school  First  Reformed  Church 
Reading,  'i3.75,  and  Pine  Grove  Church,  Rev.  E.  E. 
Hiester,  $7.00 10  75 

"     16,  Rev.   D.  W.  Gerhard,  New  Holland,  Pa.,  collections, 
namely,  Zeltenreich  Sunday-school,  $2.28;   Salem 
-      Sunday-school,  Hellers  Church,  $12.72;  New  Hol- 
land Sunday-school,  $4.50 19  50 

"  20,  Rev.  H.  Mosser,  treasurer,  Lebanon  Classis,  of  St. 
Paul's  M.  Reformed  Church,  Reading,  per  W.  R. 
Yeich,  treasurer 25  00 

"    22,  Heidelberg  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia,  per  Wilson 

Stearly,  Philadelphia 15  57 

"    30,  St.  John's  Reformed  Church,  Wyoming,  Delavijare,  per 

Jonas  Landis,  treasurer 7  61 

1880. 

Jan.  2,  Emanuel  Reformed  Missionary  Society,  per  J.  F.  Sny- 
der, Manordale,  Westmoreland  County,  Pa 10  00 

"      3,  Sunday-school  First  Reformed  Church,  Dayton,  Ohio, 

per  D.  K.  Hassler.... 10  00 

"      5,  Reformed  Sunday-school,-  Hummelstown,  Pa.,  per  J. 

J.  Nissley,  superintendent 5  00 

"      6,  Rev.  J.  Dahlman,  gift  of  Frederick  Lentz,    Emanuel's 

Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia 5  00 

"  13,  Rev.  J.  I.  Swander,  Greensburg,  Penn'a,  contribution  : 
J.  I.  Swander,  |1 ;  Mrs.  Lizzie  Keck,  $1 ;  Miss  Ma- 
ria Keck,  |1  ;  Mrs.  Maria  Snyder,  50cts 3  5o 

"  14,  Pastor,  C.  S.  Gerhard,  Reformed  Church,  Columbia, 
Pa.,  $5.42  ;  Sabbath-school  $2  ;  Mission  box  of  Glass, 
John  and  Charles,  50  cts  ;  total,  $2.50 7  92 

"      "  First   Reformed   Church,  Tiffin,   Ohio,  per  Rev.  L.  H. 

Kefauver,  D.  D 18  75 

"  15,  Reformed  Church  Middletown,  Md.,  Lawson  Alexan- 
der, treasurer 20  00 

"    16,  "  K."  Williamsport,  Pa 1  00 

"    19,  Salem  Reformed   Church,   Harrisburg,  Pa.,  W.  H.  H. 

Snyder,  pastor 30  00 

Cax'ried  forward $     8,813  82 
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Brought  forward $     8,813  82 

Jan.  21,  Reformed  Church,  Hanover,  Pa.,  Rev.  Jacob  Sechler, 

pastor 9  00 

"  22,  St.  John's  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Allentown,  per 
Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  treasurer.  East  Pennsylvania 
Classis 15  00 

"    28,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  St.  Peter's 

Reformed  Sunday-school,  pastor  S.  Z.  Beam 3  60 

"    30,  Weymer  Missionary'  Society,  Hagerstovvn   Reformed 

Church.  W.  H.  McCardell,  treasurer 5  00 

Feb.  2,  St.  John's  Reformed  Church,   Hudson,   Indiana,  Rev.    ■ 

Henry  Bair  of  Angola t>  ^'^ 

u     u  Trinity  Reformed   Church,   Tamaqua,    Pa.,  per  Daniel 

Shepp 5  00 

"  5,  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  treasurer,  Maryland  Classis,  from 
Evangelical  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Frederick, 
Md.,  pastor  E.  R.  Eshbaeh,  D.  D 30  00 

"    10,  Heidelberg  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia,  per  W.  H. 

Schall 5  00 

"  12,  Pastor,  Woritz  Noll,  by  Missionary  Society  of  Zion's 
Reformed  Church,  Ragorsville,  Tuscarawas  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  igl6,  and  by  Mrs.  Burke,  $1.50 17  50 

"    13,  Sunday-school    Reformed   Church,    Huntingdon,  Pa., 

per  pastor,  A.  G.  Dole ti  87 

"     "  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  check  of  P.  R.  Har- 
nish,  of  Huntingdon   county,  |25,  donation  of  Mr. 
'P.  R.  Harnish  to  mission  cause 25  00 

"  16,  Rev.  J.  Knelling,  D.  D.,  contributions  of  F.  Merkel, 
$30,  and  of  Sunday-school  of  Salem  Reformed 
Church,  Cincinnatti,  pastor  John  Heckman,  |20 50  00 

"    28,  Sundaj'-school  Reformed  Church,  New   Berlin,   Union 

County,  Pa.,  C.  D.  Boyer,  treasurer 12  00 

Mar.   3,  Rev.  H.  Mosser,  treasurer,  Lebanon  Classis : 

Schwarzwald  Church,  $2  ;  Sunday-school  First  Re- 
formed Church,  Reading,  $12.19;  Sunday-school 
Missionary  Society,  St.  John's  Reformed  Church, 
Schuylkill  Haven,  Rev.  J.  O.  Johnson,  pastor,  |40  54  19 

Mar.    5,  Whitemarsh  Church,  Pa.,  per  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D...  3  /S 

"  Nittany  charge,  Pa.,  pastor,  Geo.  P.  Hartzell,  namely, 
Salona,  $7.34 ;  Mt.  Bethel,  $6.75;  Emanuel's,  $5.04; 
Trinity,  $3.87  ;  Eden,  $2.00 25  00 

"  8.  Michael  Hay,  treasurer,  of  Paradise  charge,  Somerset 
County,  Pa,,  per  Rev.  C.  U.  Heilman,  Christmas 
offering  of  the  children 26  00 

"  "  H.  Leonard,  Basil,  Ohio,  $10.00,  received  bj^  him  from 
a  certain  person  as  "conscience  money"  and  direct- 
ed to  be  given  to  foreign  missions 10  00 

"  9,  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Haas,  treasurer,  West  Susq.  Classis,  Cen- 
tre Hall  charge,  $5.90;  Boalsburg  chai-ge,  $7.00;  Se- 
linsgrove  charge,  $15.00 27  90 

Carried  forward $     9,151  09 
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Brought  forward $     9,151  0!) 

Mar,  10,  Foreign   Missionary  Aid  Society,  of  Mifflinsburg,  Pa. 

Reformed  Churcb,  pastor,  A.  C.  Whitmer 30  00 

"  16,  Rev.  Dr.  G.  W.  Williard,  Tiffin,  Ohio,  of  Mrs  G.  W. 
Willard,  $10.00;  Miss  Sarah  A.  Hivling,  Xenia, 
Ohio,  10.00 20  00 

"     17,  Shrewsbury  chai-ge,  York  County,  Pa.,  pastor,  Daniel 

Griiig 36  00 

"  IS,  J.  Dehoft",  treasurer.  Third  Reformed  Church,  Balti- 
more, Md.,  pastor,  C.  Clever 50  00 

"    20,  H.  W.  Hoffineier,  Bedford,  per  W.  H.  Seibert,  Harris- 

bnrg 1  00 

"     2-1,  Sunday-school,  Reformed  Church,  Lovettsville,  Va., 

pastor,  H.  St.  John  Rinker 7  00 

"  25,  Sunday-school,  Race-Street  Reformed  Church,  Phila- 
delphia, $10.00;  Race-Street  Reformed  congregation, 
pastor,  D.  Van  Home,  20.00 30  00 

"•  27,  Sunday-school,  Christ's  Reformed  Church,  Stone 
Church  P.  O.,  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  jaastor, 
H.  H.  W.  HibShman 10  00 

"    29,  Third  Reformed  Church,   Baltimore,  ]\ld.,  pastor,  C. 

Clever,  per  J.  Dehoft',  treasurer 5  00 

April  1,  Rev.  U.  Mosser,  treasurer,  Lebanon  Classis,  "peace 
offering"  of  Second  Reformed  Church,  Reading, 
pastor,  C.  F.  McCauley 70  00 

"  2,  Jacob  J.  Brinker,  executor  of  Sarah  Brinker,  late  of 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  dec'd.,  on  account  of 
legacy,  $1227.27,less  $3.00",bank  charges  for  collection.        1224  27 

"     6,  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  Ref.  S.  S.,  Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbert 5  41 

"  "  Bertha  and  Irene  Bentz,  Lizzie  Hynicka,  and  Gi'ace 
Reinoehl,  children  of  St.  John's  Reformed  Sunday- 
school,  Lebanon,  pastor,  T.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  con- 
contribution  toward  purchasing  a  mission-house  in 
Tokio,  Japan.  (This  is  the  first  money  received  for 
the  purchase  of  the  house) 1  30 

"     9,  H.  A.  Forney,  treasurer,  board  systematic  benevolence, 

N.  Carolina,  Newton,  N.  C 1  70 

"    13,  Jordan  Union  Sunday-school,  South  Whitehall,  Pa., 

jiastor,  W.  R.  Hofford 4  45 

Apr.  14,  Rev.  T.  F.  Idoft'meier:  Reformed  Church,  Middletown, 
Md.,  L.  Alexander,  treasurer,  |23  ;  ]Missionary  So- 
ciety St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church,  Middletown, 
Mrs.  C.  G.  Reedy,  treasurer,  |10 33  00 

"    16,  Zion's  charge,  Blain,  Pa.,  pastor  S.  Lindaman 12  00 

"  20,  Society  of  "  Little  Workers,"  Greencastle,  Pa.,  Reform- 
ed Church,  pastor  John  H.  Sykes.  A  few  little 
girls  organized  in  March,  1879 21  84 

"     "  Sunday-school  Reformed  Church,  Martinsburg,  W.  Va., 

pastor  J.  A.  Hoffheins 10  00 

Carried  forward •• f   10,724  05 
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Brought  forward $   10,724  06 

Apr.  21,  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.:  Sunday-school,  Whitemarsh, 
Pa.,  pastor  .L  D.  Detrich,  |3.5S;  A.  B.  Bower,  Ev- 
erett, Pa.,  ^);  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  H.,  $10 18  58 

"      Reformed  Salem  Church,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  pastor,  W.  H. 

H.  Snyder 30  00 

"  '•  Jacob  .J,  Brinker,  executor  of  Sarah  Brinker,  dec'd,  on 
account  of  legacy,  $327.27,  less  80  cts.  bank  charges 
for  collection 326  47 

'*  "  W.  H.  Seibert,  Esq.,  from  D.  B.  Mauger,  Esq.,  treasur- 
er GoshenhoiDpen  Classis,  Rev.  Dr.  Weiser's  charge  27  91 

"  22,  Kelker  Brothars  for  lemi^orary  loan  made  them  Dec. 
13,  1880,  $1,023,  principal  and  interest;  principal 
$1,000,  and  interest  $23 1023  00 

"  23,  Pastor,  Ed.  Scheldt,  Northeim,  Hamilton  County,  Wis- 
consin   o  00 

"    24,  Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia •. 10  00 

*'    26,  Rev.  G.  H.  Leonard,   Basil,   Ohio,   for   mission   house, 

Tokio,  Japan 10  00 

"     "  W.  H.  McArdell,  treasurer  Salem  Church,   Hagerstown 

charge 10  79 

^'    27,  Sunday-school     Reformed    Church,    Lewisburg,    Pa., 

pastor  R.  L.  Gerhart,  for  mission  house 16  54 

^'     "  Chr.   Goodenson,   Robertsville,   Ohio,   per    Rev.    J.    J. 

Leberman 1  00 

"    28,  Lower  Saucon  charge.  Pa.,  pastor  A.  B.  Koplin 55  00 

"    "  Sarah  L.  Diehl,  Seitzland,  Pa 3  00 

"    "  Rev.  P.  S.  Mauger,  Sunday-school  Canal    Winchester, 

$3.25;  Reformed  Church,  Altamont,  111.,  $3.08 6  33 

"    25,  Zoar  Reformed  Church,   Monroeville,  Ohio,  pastor  W. 

Renter 12  00 

May  4,  Rev.  I.  E.  Graeff,  St.   John  Church,  Summit   Hill,  Pa., 

$7.45;  St.  John  Church,  Tamaqua,  $7.25 14  70 

"    "  Rev.  W.*M.  Deatrick,  Sunday-school  Convention,  Mer- 

cersburg  Classis,  part  of  collection 3  00 

"      6,  Emanuel  Reformed  Church   Missionar3'  Society,  Man- 

ordale.  Pa.,   Rev.  J.  F.  Snyder  (mission  house) 7  00 

"  10,  Rev.  H.  Mosser,  Lebanon  Classis,  from  Bethany  Or- 
phan Home,  Rev.  Albright,  $10.00  ;  Gernant  Church 
Kev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  $13.00 ;  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein  and 
family,  Pottsville,  $5 2H  00 

"  "  H.  C.  Hoover,  treasurer,  Philadelphia  Classis:  Boehm's 
Reformed  Church,  $25;  Sunday-school  Trinity  Re- 
formed Church,  Norristown,  $20 -15  00 

"  11,  Elder  W.  H.  Seibert,  from  D.  B.  Mauger,  treasurer  of 
Goshenhoppen  Classis,  Douglassville,  Berks  Coun- 
ty, contribution  of  Christ  Reformed  Church,  pas- 
tor,  Keller,  Thos.  Christman,  treasurer 14  00 

Carried  forward $  12,391  38 
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Brought  forward $   12,391  38 

May  13,  Mt.  Crawford  Sunday-school  Reformed  Church,  Rock- 
ingham County,  Va.,  pastor  vS.  N.  Calleuder,  D.  D., 

for  mission  house 3  02 

May  15,  Rev.  E.  W.  Henschen,  Reformed  Church,  Manitowoc, 

Wisconsin,  for  mission-house 4  00 

"  "  Rebersburg  charge,  pastor  W.  M.  Landis  tor  mission- 
house,  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  treasurer 12  20 

"     "  Vogansville  Reformed  Church,  pastor  D,  W.  Gerhard, 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  for  mission  house,  Japan 8  17 

"    17,  Huntingdon  Reformed  Church,  per  Elder  David  Dunn  6  00 

"  18,  Rev.  J.  Caspar  Bucher,  D.  D.,  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  for  mis- 
sion house 10  00 

"  "  Rev.  J.  M.  Shick,  Orbisonia,  Huntingdon  County,  Pa., 
contributed  by  Reformed  Sunday-school  towards 
mission  house,  $2,  and  by  Orbisonia  Mission  Church 
for  general  purposes,  $6.50 1. '  8  50 

"  "  Rev.  W.  1.  Stewart,  for  mission  house,  from  Rev.  G.  R, 
Zacharias,  Upper  Strasburg,  Pa.,  $10;  children  of 
Trinity  Reformed  Church,  St.  Thomas,  Pa.,  pastor 
W.  I.  Stewart,  |6.79 16  79 

"     "  Sunday-school  second  Reformed  Church,  Tiffin,  O.,  per 

Martin  Vitz,  for  mission  house,  Japan 10  68 

"    19  Rev.  E.  D.  Miller,  Reformed  Church,  Ringtown,  Pa.,  from 

a  member 1  00 

•'    "  Warren   Reformed   Cliuroh,   Warren,   Ohio,   Rev.  E.  H. 

Otting 5  00 

"  "  Uijper  Sandusky  charge,  Ohio,  per  Rev.  C.  Wisner,  Im- 
manuel  Reformed  Church,  $6.31;  Trinity  Reformed 
Church,  $5.25 11  56 

"    20  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church,  Larx^aster,  per    Rev.  J.  H. 

Dubbs,  treasurer,  Lancaster  Classis 20  00 

"    21  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  from  J.  F.  D.  mission  house,  $1; 

Pleasantville  charge.  Pa.,  pastor,  U.  Weidner  $28  29  00 

"    22  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church,  Lancaster,  per  Rev.  J.  H. 

Dubbs,  treasurer,  L.  Classis 5  00 

•'    24,  Pine  Run   Reformed  Church,   pastor  J.  Dotterer,  Mer- 

win.  Pa 13  00 

"  26,  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  $13.25;  from  St.  Paul's  Reformed 
Church,  Quarry ville,  at  meeting  of  Classis  (Mis- 
sionary Meeting)  and  $2  from  Mrs.  E.  Helm 15  25 

"  27,  Pastor  J.  C.  Clapp,  Newton,  N.  C,  thank-offering  New- 
ton Reformed  Church,  $24.88  ;  and  of  Smyrna  Re- 
formed Church,  $2.47  ;  both  of  Catawba  charge 27  35 

'•    28,  Pastor  S.  C.  Goss,  Reformed  Church,  Wadsworth,  Ohio  5  00 

"    "   Pastor  S.  Z.  Beam,  Mt.  Pleasant  charge.  Pa.,  for  mission 

house  .^. 11  00 

"    29,  "  A  FriencT,"  Wyoming,  Delaware,   per  A.  N.  Brown, 

treasurer 1  00 

Carried  farward $  12,614  90 
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Brought  forward $12,614  90 

"  31,  Rev,  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Lebanon:  $70  from  the 
Sunday-scliool;  $30  were  contributed  by  Female 
Benevolent  Society  of  Dr.  Kremsr's  Church,  and  $5 
from  Reformed  Church  Hagerstown,  Md.,  pastor 
li.  G.  Kremer 105  00 

"    "  Rev.  S.   EUiker,   Baxter,   Iowa,  collection   at    classical 

mission  festival 16  30 

June  2,  Mr.  Isaac  G.Gerhart,  treasurer  Tohickon  Classis,  pastor 
N.  Z.  Snyder,  South  Bethlehem  Church,  $4.63;  pas- 
tor, D.  Rothrock,  Durham  Church,  $12 16  63 

June  3,  Greenville  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Mercer  County, 
Pa.,  Rev.  F.  B.  Hahn,  superintendent,  (mission 
house) 7  50 

"  5,  B.  F.  Moyer,  treasurer  Mission  Fund,  Weurich's  Re- 
formed Church,  Dauphin,  Pa 28 

"  9,  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  treasurer,  Maryland  Classis  :  Evan- 
gelical Reformed  Church,  Frederick  City,  pastor  E. 
R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  $110.27;  1st  Reformed  Church, 
Baltimore,  pastor  J.  T.  Rossiter,  $30;  Mite  Society, 
St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church,  Westminister,  Md., 
pastor  J.  G.  Noss,  $20, 160  27 

"     "  Riley   Creek  charge,  Bluffton,   Ohio,  Sister  H.  Ruster- 

holtz 10  00 

"    11,  Sunda^'-school  2d  Reformed  (German)  Church,  Rev.  O. 

J.  Accola,  Dayton,  Ohio 10  00 

"    12,  Sunday-school  Reformed  Church,  Greencastle,  Pa.,  J. 

C.  Spielman,  treasurer,  pastor  Sykes 11  80 

"     "  Pleasantville  charge,  Pa.,  pastor  U.  Weidner 2  00 

''    14,  Reforujed  Churcli,   Sprin<j;boro,  Ohio,  W.  H.  Seigfried, 

treasurer,  pastor  Reichard 8  00 

"    16,  Grace  Churcli,  Hickory,  N.  C,  pastor  Shuford 6  65 

"    17,  Rev.  F.  Hullhorst,  Clear  Creek,  Nebraska 5  00 

"  18,  Center  Point  Reformed  Church,  Poland,  Indiana,  pas- 
tor Joerris 5  00 

"  19,  Rev.  D.  Ziuuncrman,  treasurer,  Synod  North  West: 
C.  Schaaf,  !?20  ;  Youth's  Missionarj'  Union,  Gallon, 
Ohio,  pastor  Klein,  $5 25  00 

"  21,  Rev.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugli,  treasurer,  Somerset  Classis, 
Reformed  (Jhurch,  Frustlnirg,  pastor  Ruhl,  $10; 
Sunday-school  Reformed  Church,  Berlin,  Pa.,  pas- 
tor Bridenbaugli,  $10 20  00 

"    22,  Reformed  Church,  CoUanbia.  Pa.,  pastor,  C.  S.  (jlerhard  4  20 

"    23,  Sunday-school  1st  Reformed  Church,  Greensljurg,  Pa., 

pastor  Diettenbacher 11  00 

"  24,  Sunday-school  St.  John's  Reformed  Church,  Wyom- 
ing, Delaware,  C.  G.  Brown,  treasurer 11  15 

"    "  Lady  member  3d   Reformed   Church,  Louisville,   Ky., 

pastor  H.  I.  Stern :.  2  00 

Carried  forward $   13,052  68 
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Brought  forward $   13,052  68 

Juu.26,  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  treasurer.  West  Susquehanua  Classis: 
Collections  at  Classis,  $1!).17 ;  Centre  Hall  Church, 
pastor  Roecler,  $9.43 2S  60 

"    "  Middletown,  Md.,    Reformed  *  Church,    pastor    T.   F. 

Hotfmeier,   L.  Alexander,  treasurer 10  00 

"    28,  Rev.  G.  B.  Dechant,  executor,  Mary  R.  Dechant,  legacy  100  00 

"    29,  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Butfalo,   N.  Y.,  pastor  J.  B. 

Kniest 57  GO 

"    30,  Rev.  J.   H.  Schlappig,   Hamburg,    I'a.,    self,   25c.;   W. 

Harris,  25c.;  Mrs.  L.  Levan,  50c 1  00 

July  1,  Rev.  J.  A.  Hoffheins,  treasurer  Virginia  Classis,  from 
sale  of  i)hotographs  of  Peace  Commissioners,  Rev. 
Dr.  Callender's  charge,  Rockingham,  Va 12  00 

"    "  Buck   Horn  Sunday-school,   Maquoketa  ohai-ge,   Iowa, 

pastor  H.  Keller  (mission  house) 3  50 

"  3,  H.  A.  Clute,  manager  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, refunded  on  cablegram  of  April  6,  1880,  to 
Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  sent  by  Siberian  instead  of  Tehe- 
ran route 3  50 

July  5,  1st  Reformed  Sunday-school,    Pottsville,    Pa.,    H.   S. 

Sterner,  superintendent 2  85 

"      6,  Missionary  Societj^  Trinity  Reformed  Church,  Coplay, 

Pa.,  pastor  S.  A.  Leinbach 30  27 

"  "  Rev.  T.  F.  Stauflfer,  Butler,  Pa.,  Reformed  Church,  A. 
Moyer,  treasurer,  #9.84;  Sunday-school  of  the  same 
church,  H.  Nicklass,  |7.31 17  15 

"     "  Reformed  Church,   McConnelstown,  Pa.,   pastor  A.  G. 

Dole 15  00 

"  7,  Rev.  J.  T.  Kluge,  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin:  J.  Smith, 
Morristown,  $5 ;  Mrs.  Foommel,  75c.;  "K"  for  mis- 
sion house,  $1 6  75 

"    "  Ceylon  and  Birmingham  Reformed  Congregations,  Erie, 

Ohio,  pastor  H.  A.  Schwichtenberg: 2  10 

"    8,  Sunday-school  Reformed  Church,  IIummelstown,.Pa  , 

J.  J.  Nissley,  superintendent 5  00 

"  "  Rev.  C.  F.  Kriete,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  from  his  Sundny- 
school,  $6.45;  Mrs.  Obligor,  $1;  H.  Boerger,  $1;  Mrs. 
Deibebiss,  25c.;  Miss  Nielle,  $1;  Mrs.  Axter,  $1;  Mrs. 
Doerner,  50c.;  Lizzie  Fuehrer,  50c 11  70 

"  9,  vSunday-school  Christ's  Reformed  Church,  Annville, 
Pa.,  pastor  J.  E.  Hiester,  D.  D.,  per  Rev.  W.  F.  P. 
Davis,  treasurer,  Lebanon  Classis 20  00 

"  10,  Browuback  Sundaj'-school  1st  Reformed  Church,  Cov- 
entry, Pa.,  per  J.  F.  Sheeder,  Kimberton   10  00 

"    12,  Rev.  D.  Willers,  D.  D.,  Fayette,  N,  Y 4  00 

"  13,  St.  Mark's  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Easton,  Pa.,  pas- 
tor Stem,  L.  Loux,  treasurer 13  10 

Carried  forward $  13,406  20 
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Brought  forward $   13,40fi  20 

Jul.  13, ReforinGfi  Sunday-school,  Springboro,  Ohio,  W.  H.Sieg- 
fried, superintendent .• 4  27 

"     "  Rev.  M.  L.  Firor,  Baltimore,  Md •■ 2  00 

"  "  Rev.  D.  B.  Sluiey,  treasurer,  Lancaster  Classis:  Sunday- 
school  Reformed  Churcli,  Qnarryville,  $2.0();  St. 
raul's  Cluirch,$2.40;  Zion's  Reformed  Church,  f{.2S; 
Sunday-school,  Zion's  Reformed  Church,  New 
Providence,  $2.72;  Sunday-school,  Spring  Valley, 
§;i.5t 12  00 

"    14,  St.  Paul's  Missionary  Society,  Reformed  Church,  Mid- 

dlet()Vvu,.Md.,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Rudy «  00 

'•     "  Sunday-school  Trinity  Reformed  Church,  Canton,  Ohio, 

pastor  E.  Herbruck 10  75 

"    15  Reformed   Sunday-school,    Latrobe,   Pa  ,   pastor  G.  D. 

Gurley '»  0*^ 

"    "  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Bedford,  Pa.,   John  P.  Reed, 

superintendent 8  •^'^ 

"  "  Weymer  Mission  Society,  Sunday-school  Reformed 
Church,  Hagorstown,  Md.,  W.  H.  McArdell,  treas- 
urer  : 21  10 

"     "  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Home,  Iowa,  pastor   Abram. 

Schneck 8  00 

"     "  Reforrtied  church,  P^dou,  Ohio,  pastor  R.  Janssen 7  00 

"     "  Reformed  Sunday-school,   Tell  City,  Indiana,   jsastor  F. 

Judt 5  00 

"    10,  Oak  Grove  Sunday-school,   Brady  Bend,  J.  W.  Myers, 

treasurer 2  15 

"    20,  China  Grove   Reformed   Church,    N.  C,   pastor   P.  M. 

Trexler 4  27 

"    21,  Rev.  E.  Fuerer,    Mosel,   Wis.:    St.   Paul's    Reformed 

Church,  ^'3.21);  Sunday-school  71  cts;  a  member  $1.  5  00 

July  22,  Reformed   Sunday-school,    Lima,   Ohio,   jnistor  J.    H. 

Stopler,  $7.35,  and  25  cts.  from  Hro.  Stopfer 7  GO' 

"    2:5,  Master  (Uistavus  Klipfol,  Budalo,  N".  Y.,  per  Rev.  J.  B. 

Kniest.... 25 

.  "  "  Rev.  J.  A.  Keller,  Randolph,  Ohio,  Reformed  Sunday- 
school.  !S;7.07;  Hartsville  Reformed  Sunday-school, 
$3.08;  Limaville  Reformeil  Sunday-school,  $2.01; 
St.   Jacob's  Sunday-school,  $4.00;  two  friends,  $.s..  24  22 

"     "  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Poland,  Indiana,  per  Rev.  P. 

Joerris  3  00 

"  2:5,  Rev.  J.  Romeis,  Van  Dyne,  Wis.:  friend,  $1;  Sunday- 
school  scholars,  80  cts.;  dying  child,  10  cts 1  40. 

"    2ii,  Rev.  S.    R     Bridenl)augh,  treasurer   Somerset   Classis, 

pastor  J.  S.Wagner 12  08 

"     "   Reformed  Sunday-school,  vSauk   City,  Wis.,  per  Rev.  J. 

J.  Brecht 1  50 

Carried  forward $   13,550  79 
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"    27,  A  member  of  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Bedford,  Pa., 

per  John  P.  Reed,  Esq,.,  superintendent 5  00 

"    28,  Rev.  N.  Wiers,  Emanuel's  Church,  New  Bavaria,  Ohio, 

from"C.  A.  F," .' 5  00 

"     "  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick,    treasurer,    JNIercersburg  Classis, 

Pattonville  Reformed  Church,  pastor  Peightel 9  00 

"    29,  Orangeville  charge,  Illinois,  pastor  F.  W.  Stump 11  00 

"  30,  Rev.  F.  C.  Yost, pastor,  T'lornville  charge,  Ohio:  Sun- 
day-schools, St.  Paul'.-,  $6.75;  Salem,  $3.10;  lliorn- 
ville,  $1.75;  Zion's,  $1.40,  for  mission  house,  and 
twelve  pictures  of  same 16  00 

"    31,  1st  Reformed  Church,   west  side,   Cleveland,  Ohio,  per 

H.  Wolftummer,  treasurer L'6  00 

"     "  Sunday-school  Reformed   Church,  Troutville,   Pa.,  per 

pastor  John   VVolbach 6  50 

"    "    Reformed   Church,   Denver,   Indiana,  pastor  Scott   F. 

Hershey 4  40 

"  "  W.  H.  Seibert  received  from  D.  B.  Mauger,  Esq.,  Doiig- 
lassville.  Pa.,  treasurer  of  Goshenhoppen  Classis, 
of    Trinity  Reformed    Sunday-school,   Pottstown, 

Pa.,  pastor  L.  K.  Evans 30  00 

Aug.  4,  St.  John's  congregation,  AVest  Salem  charge,  Polk, 
Ohio,  pastor  Kerschner,  jjor  J.  J,  Keplinger,  treas- 
urer   3  65 

"    "  Zion's  charge.  Perry  County,  Pa.,  pastor  F.S.  Lindamaii  15  00 

"    6,  Reformed     Sunday-school,     Woodstock,    Va.,     N.    B. 

Schmitt,  secretary 10  15 

"     "  Henshaw   Church  Sunday-school,    Butler,  Pa.,   W.  J. 

Roe,  treasurer 1  10 

"    "  Sunday-scliool  Reformed   Church,   Canton,    Ohio,   per 

Rev.  P.  Herbruck,  I).  D 3  00 

"  "  Sunday-school  Overton  Mission,  Bradford,  Pa.,  for  mis- 
sion house,  $3,  and  for  two  pictures  of  same  50  cts. 
per  Rev.  P.  S.  Kohler 3  50 

"  "  Rev.  S.  Z.  Beam,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  $3.10  from  St.  Pe- 
ter's Reformed  Sunday-school  for  mission-house, 
and  $4.50  for  pictures  of.same 7  60 

"  7,  Rev.  M.  A.  Smith,  Nazareth,  Pa.:  Christ  Reformed  Sun- 
day-school of  Bath,  Pa 10  00 

"    9,  Sunday-school,   Lovettsville,   Va.,   per  Rev.   H.   St.  J. 

Rinker '. 10  00 

"  "  Rev.  M.  H.  Diefeuderfer,  Elderton,  Pa.,  for  eight  pic- 
tures of  mission  house 2  00 

"    "  Mrs.  Catharine  Kunkel,  Harrisburg,  Pa '  25  00 

"  10,  Salem  Church,  Waynesburgh  charge,  Ohio,  j^astor  J.  B. 

Rust 15  00 

"    "  Sunday-school  St.  Paul's,  Westminister,  Md.,  pastor  J. 

G.  Noss 9  50 

Carried  forward $  13,788  19 
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Aug.  11,  Rev.  W.  F.  F.  Davis,  treasurer  of  Lebanon  Classis: 

Sunday-schools  of  Tulpehockcn  charge.  Rev.  Dr. 
Leinlirtch,  1^15.01;  Bethany  Orphan  Home,  Rev.  D.  B. 
Albright,  $15 30  01 

"  13,  Salem  Reformed  Siinday-scliool,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  pastor 

C.  Kuss 7  00 

"  "  Ladies  Missionary  Society,  1st  Reformed  Church,  Tif- 
fin, Ohio,  per  Mrs.  E.  R.  Good,  treasurer 30  00 

"  14,  Sunday-school  Zion's  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia, 

pastor  N.  Gehr,  D.  D 15  00 

"  "  Sunday-scliool  Reformed  Church,  Boeger's  Store,  Mis- 
souri, pastor  P.  J.  Ruetenik 2  00 

"  '■  Pastor  J.  F.  Wiant,  Monroe,  Pa.,  viz:  Sunday-school 
St.  Mark's  Church,  Monroeville,  $6.87 ;  and  by 
Anna  C.  Henry,  H.  and  Sarah  Wiant,  |3.13 '  10  00 

"  "  Mt.  Carmel  and  Heidelberg  Reformed  Sunday-schools, 
in  Stoutville  Charge,  Ohio,  pastor  J.  Klingler,  each 
12.50 ; 5  00 

"  "  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  viz :  H.  Holtzapple,  Hagers- 
town,  Md.,$1.00;  Rev.  L.  G.  Kremer,  of  same  place, 
for  one  picture  of  mission  house,  25  cts 1  25 

"  16,  Schellsburg,  Pa.,  per  Rev.  H.  S.  Garner 2  23 

"  17,  Sunday-school  Emanuel's  Reformed   Church,  Bluffton, 

Indiana,  per  Rev.  F.  C.  Witthoff 5  00 

"     "  Apple  Creek  Reformed  Charge,  Ohio,  per  Rev.  E.  Erb...  5  17 

"  "  Sunday-schools  Thornville  Charge,  Ohio,  per  Rev.  F. 
C.  Yost,  viz:  Salem,  |6.10  ;  St.  Paul's,  $4.40  ;  Thorn- 
ville, $2  50  :  Zion's,  fl.OO 14  00 

"    "  Mt.  Zion's  Charge,  Dayton,  O.,  Rev.  D.  Winters,  D.  D., 

pastor 5  00 

"  18,  Sunday-school  Reformed  Church,   Germantown,   Ohio, 

pastor,  P.  C.  Prugh 3  25 

"  "  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Uwchland,  Pa.,  per  John  Fet- 
ters, treasurer 5  50 

"     "  Rev.  John  H  Beck,  Lake,  Ohio .         10  00 

"  19,  Rev.  H.  W.  Hofifmeier,  Bedford,  proceeds  of  sale  of  pho- 
tograjjhs  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Gring,  |4.00,  and  by  Mrs. 
Eberly,  of  Waterside,  Pa.,  20  cts 4  20 

"  20,  St.  Luke's  Reformed  Mission  Church,  Reading,  per  Dan- 
iel Miller 15  00 

"    "  Sunday-school      Reformed      Church,     Easton,    Pastor 

Heisler,  per  J,  Rader 20  00 

"  24,  D.  VV.  Gross,  Superintendent  Infant  Sunday-school  Re- 
formed Church,  Ilarrisburg,  for  pictures  mission 
house 5  00 

"     "  Salem  Reformed  Church,  Harrisburg,   Pa.,   jDastor,  W. 

II.  H.  Snyder 41  00 

Carried  forward $   14,023  80 
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Brought  forwanl .'..$   14,023  80 

Aug.  25,  Rev.  G.  H.  Leonard,  Basil,  Ohio,  treasurer,  Sunday- 
school  Association,  Lancaster  Classis,  Ohio  Synod...  25  00 

"  2(3,  Rev.  J.  W.  Love,  viz  :  Second  Greensburg  Congregation 
$20.75,  and  Seanor  and  Stanton  Congregations,  $5.00, 
one  half  thereof  for  mission  liouse 25  75 

"  27,  St.   John's   Reformed   Sunday-school,    Roalsburg,   Pa., 

pastor,  W.  H.  Groii,  per  W.  A.  Haas,  treasurer (J  40 

"     •'  Rev.  M.  Treiber,  Sandusky  City,  Ohio,  Sunday -school.of 

Huron  Congregation,  and  PhiliiJ  Schwein 10  00 

Aug.  27,  Sunday-school  First  Reformed  Church,  Denver,  Colcn-a- 
do,  mission  house,  fO.OO,  and  for  three  pictures  of 
same,  75cts.;  pastor,  G.  Zindler G  75 

"     "    Sunday-school     Reformed     Church,     Allentown,    Pa., 

Pastor  Fritzinger 3  23 

"  "  Rev.  10.  H.  Dietteubacher,  St.  John's  Reformed  Mis- 
sion, Wyoming,  Del ,  thre3  pictures 75 

"     "   Fairview    Charge,    Baldwin,    Butler    Co.,   Pa.,   pastor 

J.  W.  Alspach,  138,30,  of  which  $1.75  is  for  pictures.  38  30 

"  28,  N.  B.  Schmitt,  secretary  Reformed  Sunday-school 
Woodstock,  Va.,  for  twenty-four  pictures  of  mission 
liouse , 0  00 

"  30,  J.  R.  Hillbush,  .secretary  Mahanoy  Cliarge,  pastor  Hot- 
tenstein,  per  Geo.  Hill,  jr.,  of  East  Susquehanna 
Clasis,  $35,00,  of  which  $15.00  for  missions  and  $20.00 
for  mission  house 35  00 

"     "   Calvary  Church,  pastor  W.  H,  Bates,  Sipesville,  Pa., 

$2.00  for  pictures,  $3.15  for  mission  house 5  15 

"  31,Rev.  D.  S.  Dieffenbacher,  viz :  Sundaj'-schools  of  Kit- 
tanning  Charge,  Pa 5  63 

Sept,  1,  J.  Klee,  treasurer  Zion's  Reformed  Church,  Delaware,  O.  32  00 

"     '•  Pastor  C,  Scheel,  Middle  Lancaster,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.,  Pet- 

ersville  and  Middle  Lancaster  churches 8  00 

"  2,  Rev.  Wm.  Stechow  for  twenty  pictures  mission  house, 
$5.00,  and  $1.00  from  Rev.  Dr.  Schafranock  for  mis- 
sion house,  W.  Va G  00 

"    G,  Reformed  Church,  Carlisle,  Pa,,  Rev.  Dr.  A,  H.  Kremer  IG  09 

"  8,  Rev,  W.  C.  Schaeflfer,  Danville,  Pa.,  viz  :  Mansdale  Sun- 
day-school $6.50,  Danville  Sunday-school  $4.25,  and 
two  pictures  50  cts 11  2.3 

"     "  Samuel  Pool,  Second  Church,  Greensburg  Charge,  Pa., 

per  D.  W,  Gross 1  00 

"  10,  Rev.  A.  J.  Herman,  Maxatawny  Pa.,  viz:  Zion's  Union 

and  Topton  Sunday  schools 12  83 

Carried  forward $  14,278  93 
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Sep.  lo,  Nathan  Sieger,  Jordan  Charge,  per  Rev.  E.  J.  Fogel, 

Fogelsville,  Pa 7  50 

"  17,  Reformed  Church,  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  Suuday-school,     • 

per  Rev.  M.  Kieffer,  D.  D 15  00 

"  21,  Rev.  S.  G.  Wayner,  viz:   Sunday- school  St.  John's  Re- 
formed Church,  $12.56,  and  from  a  member  §5.00 17  5G 

"     "  Rev.  W-  A.  Haas  treasurer  West  Lusquehanna  Clasis, 

Rebersburg  Charge,  pastor  W.  M,  Laudis 20  00 

"     "  Rev.  M.  Louclis,  Dayton  Ohio,  viz  :  Valley  Charge  $20.00 

contents  of  Nevin  Loucks  mission  box  $6.00,  for^six 

l^ictures  mission  liouse  $1.50 27  50 

"  27,  Buckhart  Congregation,  Mt.  Zion  Charge,  Illinois,  pastor 

Oplinger • 2  25 

"     "  Pastor  Wm.  Braun,  Fifth  Reftrmed  Church,  Cleveland, 

Ohio 15  00 

"  28,  St.  John's  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Riegelsville,  Pa., 

for  mission  houre  $25.00,  and  for  two  pictures  50  cts.  25  50 

"  29,  Catharine  Kuebel,  Grinuell,  Iowa 5  00 

"     "  Smithtown  Charge,  Iowa,  pastor  Geo.  Rettig,  per  Rev. 

D.  S.  Fouse fi  00 

"  30,  Sunday-schools   Millersville  Charge,  Pa.,  pastor  J.  P. 

Moore •  G  90 

"     30,  P.  Williard  Trappe,  Montgomery  County,  Pa 5  00 

Oct.     2,  Sixth  Reformed  Church,  Cleveland,  O.,  Pastor  Schade, 

$6.27;  Suuday-school,  $4.48  ;  from  M.  Schwalm,  25c  11  00 

"        "  Rev.  H.  T.  Spangler,  received  by  him  from  Rev.  J.  C. 

Klar,  Navarre,  O.,  being  the  "first  of  a  vow"  paid  to 

Rev.  J.  C,  Klar 4  00 

"        4,  J.  J.  Nissley,  treasurer,  Synod  United  States,  interest 

on  Gerhart  fund 6  00 

"        5,  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia,  per  E.  J.  San- 
tee,  M.  D.,  treasurer 25  68 

"        "  Sunday-school  First  Reformed  Church  Pottsville,  Pa., 

H.  S.  Sterner,  sui^erintendent 4  76 

"        "  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Manchester,  Md.,  pastor,  W. 

Rupp G  00 

"        "  St.  Mary's  Reformed  Sunday. school,  Silver  Run,  Md., 

$5.00  as  a  free  offering,  and  $2.00  for  pictures  of  the 

parsonage,  per  H.  Wirt  Shriver 7  00 

"        6,  Foreign  Missionary  Aid  Society,  of  Reformed  Church, 

Mifflinburg,  Pa.,  pastor,  A.  C.  Whitmer 40  53 

"        "  Rev.  A.  Schenck,  Reformed  Church,  Home,  Jasper  Co., 

Iowa —  12  50 

Carried  forward $  14,549  01 


,549 

61 

3  25 

1 

30 

25 

00 

0 

00 

18 

00 

n 

Brought  forward 

Oct.  8,  Sunday-school  Zion's  Church,  Louisville,  Ky,,  $2.05  ; 
a  friend,  $1.20,  per  Rev.  F.  W.  Berlemau 

"  11,  Turkey  Creek  Sunday-school  Reformed  Church,  Kan- 
sas, pastor,  S.  Thomas 

"  "  Salem  Sunday-school  Reformed  Church,  York,  Pa., 
pastor.  Reinhart  R.  Smith 

"      12,  Laurelton  Reformed  Church,  Pa.,  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer 

"        "  Helena  Charge,  Ohio,  pastor,  A.  K.  Zartman 

"      14,  Missionary    Society    of     South    Whitehall    Reformed 

Church,  pastor,  W.  R.  Hoftord 15  00 

"        "  Some  children  of  New  Paris  Congregation,  Shellsburg 

Charge,  Pa.,  per  Pastor  H.  S.  (Jarner 2  00 

"      15,  St.  Paul's  Charge,  Bristol,  Indiana,  pastor  J.  D.  Nett'....  3  25 

"        "  Rev.  J.   H.  Good,   D.  D.,  Ilffln,  Ohio,  from  "  Friends 

of  the  Cause" 10  00 

"  20,  Rev.  C.  Borchers,  Baltimore,  viz :  St.  John's  Fourth 
Reformed  Church,  ^4.59,  C.  Brimmell,  $1.00,  C.  B., 
41cts 

"  21,  Annie  M.  Wiestling,  Mount  Alto,  Pa.,  for  picture  cer- 
tificates  

"  22,  Rev.  C.  Baum  (Lewistown  Congregation),  Pottsville, 
Pa 

"      23,  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  treasurer,  Mereersburg  Classis 

*'  "  Samuel  L.  Hershey,  Philadelphia,  lor  mission  house 
certificate 

"  25,  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Thornville,  Ohio, 
per  F.  C.  Yost 

"  "  Sunday-school  Race  St.  Church,  Philadelphia,  Pastor 
D.  Van  Home,  D.  D.,  for  200  certificates 

"      27,  Reformed  Church  Myerstown,  Pa.,  Rev.  G.  Wolff,  D.  D. 

"  "  Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  on  accoont  of  gifts  and  pledges 
made  at  Syuodical  Missionary  Meeting,  Myerstown, 
Pa 

"  28,  Interest  received  on  $2,000  U.  S.  Four  Per  Cent  Bonds, 
from  July  1, 1879,  to  October  1,  1880 

"  29,  Rev.  K.  S.  Appel,  Hamburg,  Pa.,  from  niembers  of  his 
own  Charge,  $2.00,  and  from  Mrs.  John  Z.  Althause 
of  the  Epler  Congregation,  $2.50 

"  "  Zoar  Congregation,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  Pastor  William 
Renter 

"        "  Rev.  J.  M.  Schick,  for  four  pictures  of  mission  house, 

sent  by  Mr.  Gring 

Nov.    3,  Pastor  D.  E.  Schoedler,  Oley  Charge,  Pa 

Carried  forward $14,917  66 
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Brougbt  forward ,.......$  14,917  66 

Nov.   3,  "  Lazarus,"  $3.00,  Martlia,  $1.00,  Mary,  $1.00,  per  Wm. 

Savidge,  Milton,  Pa 

"  Mrs.  Albright,  Hanover,  Pa.,  for  one  certificate 

4,  Rev.  M.  Treiber,  Sandusky  C;ity,  Oliio,  from  his  Ke- 
fornied  Ch 

"  Reformed  Sunday-school  and  Cliurch,  Crestline,  Ohio, 
Pastor  F.  W.  Marcus ; 

5,  Emanuel's  Reformed  Chureli,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y,,  Past- 
or A.  E.  Dahlman 

"  Amount  received  by  sale  of  $2,000  U.  S.  Four  Per  Cent 
Coupon  Bonds,  sold  to  enable  treasurer  to  meet  last 
parment  on  Reformed  Mission  House  in  Tokio, 
Rev.  A,  D.  Gring...... 2,180  50 

9,  Rev.  P.  H.  Dippell,  Reformed  Church  Huntington, 
Indiana , 

10,  Rev.  J.  Ruhl,  Frostburg,  Md.,  for  twelve  missionary 
certificates 

11,  Rev.  D.  E.  Klopp,  T>.  D.,  Pliiladelphia,  viz:  |7.75  is  for 
Missions,  and  $(i.2.5  for  certiticates *.... 

"  Sunday-school  Second  Reformed  Church,  Reading,  Wm. 
T.  Hain,  treasuror,  per  Rev.  C.  F.  McCauley,  425 
certificates 

12,  For  ten  certificates,  retailed  to  as  many,  individuals 

"  R.  F.  Kelker,  for  Master  R.  F.  Kelker,  for  one  certifi- 
cate  

Rev.  Geo.  P.  Hartzell,  Walker,  Pa.,  for  four  certifieases... 

"  Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer,  Chambersburg,  Pa 

"  Grace  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Akron,  Oliio,  per  W.  J. 

Frank,  forty  certificates 10  60 

15,  A.  F.  K.  Komt,  Superintendent ,  Reformed  Sunday- 
school,  Cojjlay,  Pa.,  onecertificaie 25 

16,  Rev.  S.  Z.  Beam,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  for  certificates ■  7  10 

"  Rev.  A.  .1.  Heller,  Ar6ndtsville,  for  thirty-six  certifi- 
cates   9  00 

"  Rev.  U.  H.  Heilman,  from  Mrs.   Harling,   foi  twenty 

certificates 5  00 

"  P.  Williard,  Trappo,  Pa 5  00 

17  Rev.  F.  F.  Bahner,  from  Sunday-schools  of  Salem  and 
Trinity  Churches,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  eighty  certifi- 
cates   22  00 

18,  C.  H.  Ruff",  Ass't  Superintendent  Reformed  Sunday- 
school  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  for  one  certificate 30 

Carried  forward $  17,332  20 
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Brought  forward f  17,332  20 

Nov.lS.  II.  A.  Kelker,  Harrisburg,  Pa., , 25 

Nov.  19,  H.  Jones,  Superiuteudent   Mission    Sundaj^-school  d( 

Second  Reformed  Church,  forty-seven  certificates...  11  75 

"     "   St.  John's  Reformed  Church,  Punxataway,  Pa.,  per  Rev. 

T.  R.  Dietz 5  00 

"    "    Katie  E;  Cemble,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  one  certificate 25 

"  20,  Rev.  D.  H.  Leader,  Everett,  Pa.,  Reformed  Churcli  and 
Sunday-school  $15.00,  and  for  four  certificates  $1.00, 

Wm.  Koons,  treasurer .10  00 

"  "  D.  B.  Mauger,  Esq.,  treasurer,  viz:  from  Rev.  C.  Z. 
Weiser,  D.  D.  Ciiarge,   Trinity  Reformed  Churcli 

1145.39,  and  New  Goshenhoppen  Church  §71.44 110  83 

"  22,  Edward  Shuey,  Union  Forge,  Pa.,  for  four  certificates...  1  00 

"     "   Rev.  J.  Bossard,  Ph.D., Sheboygan,  Wis., forone picture  125 

"  23,  Chas.  F.  Stonag,  Washington,  D.  C.,for  four  certificates  1  00 

"     "   Rev.  A.  F.  Houtz,  Orangeville  Charge,  Coliunbia,  Pa., 

mission  house  certificates,  forty  copies 10  00 

"    "   Good-work   Society  of  Mt.  Ziou  Church,  Berlin,  Pa., 

pastor  H.  F.  Keener 5  38 

"  24,  Rev.  N.  Wiers,  New  Bavaria,  O.,  for  four  certificates 1  00 

"  "  Maggie  L.  Zollinger,  Upper  Strasburg,  Pa.,  for  one  cer- 
tificate   25 

"     "  Wm.  II.  Schall,  Philadeli^hia,  one  picture 1  00 

"     "   J.   M.   Ilott'inan   Superintendent  St.  Paul's   Reformed 

Sunday-school,  Baltimore,  twenty  certificate's 5  00 

"  25,  Rev.S.  Sidney  Kohler,  Egypt,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.,  six  certifi- 
cates   1  50 

"  "  Rev.  E.  J.  Fogel,  Fogelsville,  Pa.,  viz:  from  Jordan  Sun- 
day-school $1.50;  Cedarville  Sunday-school  $10.00; 
Sclmecksville  Sunday-school  $5.00 ;  Salem  Sunday- 
school  $1.28;  Morffenland  92  cts. ;  Union  Chapel 
Sunday-school  $4.30;   ninety-two  pictures  mission 

house  $5.22 .■ 23  00 

"   26,  Else  Hapke,  one  certificate 25 

"  "  Rev.  D.  B.  Albriglit,  contributed  for  eight  pictures,  viz: 
Mrs.  Catharine  Davenport,  Robesonia,  Berks  Co., 
$1.00;  Mrs.  S.  M.  Yearick  $1.00;  Mrs.  D.  B.  Allbright 

six  copies,  $3.00 5  00 

"    "   Rev.  A.  E.  Baichly,  Liberty  Centre,  Ohio 2  25 

"  "  Rev.  F.  C.  Yost,  Thorn ville  Ohio,  viz:  St.  Paul's  Re- 
formed Sunday  school  $7.35;  Salem  Sunday-school 
$2.15 9  50 

Cabled  forward $   17,549  00 
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Nov, 27, Rev.  J.  David  Miller,  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  viz:  8t.  John's 
Keforined  Suiulaj^-sehool  $17..'J6;  Hickorj^  Bottom 
Charge,  Rev.  Simon  Wolff,  pastor.  $2.45,  and  for 
eight  certificates  12.00 22  01 

"   29,  Snnday-seliool  St.  .Jolm's  Reformed  Chnrch,  Johnstown, 

Pa.,  pastor  Bartholomew,  sixty  certificates 15  00 

"  "  Rev.  B.  ii.  Ferer,  Pleasant  Unity,  Pa.,  thirtj'-fivc  certifi- 
cates   8  75 

"  *'  Rev.  J.  H.  Hartman,  Leighton  Pa.,  for  self  fonr  certifi- 
cates, $1.00:  J.  Kersliiier  one  certificate,  50  cts 1  50 

"  30,  Rev.  W.  D.  Lefover,  .Snifterintendent  Reformed  Sun- 
day-school Littlestown,  Pa.,  twenty- two  certificates  5  50 

"      "  T.  ,J.  Hacker,  Shamokin,  Pa.,  seventy-two  certificates  20  50 

"      "  Rev.  H.  F-.  Keener,  Bei'lin,  Pa.,  twenty-five  certificates  6  75 

"  "  Rev.  W.  P,  F.  Davis,  treasurer,  Lebanon  Classis,  viz : 
First  Reformed  Sunday  school  Myerstown,  Pastor 
Dr.Wolff, $15.00;  Pastor  W.  F.  P.  Davis'Charge,Sun- 
d^y-scliool,  Hains,  $1,67  ;  Fritztown  School,  $4.64  ; 
Yocnm,  $2.00 23  31 

"  "  Pastor  H.  Mosser,  First  Reformed  Church  Reading,  S. 
Sprecher,  treasurer.  $80.00  ;  Mrs.  A.  C.  Karch,  $5.00; 
Rev.  L.  K.  Derr,  $5.00 90  00 

"      "  Rev.  J.   W.    Knappenberger,    East     End,    Pittsburg, 

thirty  certificates 7  50 

"  "  Rev.  J.  Krctzing,  Newport,  Pa.,  viz:  Reformed  Sun- 
day-school Newport,  $10.62  ;  Sunday-school  Bloom- 
field,  $2.50;  Pictures  received  from  Rev.  Gring,  $1.00  14  12 

"      "  B.  Kuhns,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  mission  house,  sent  one 

hundred  certificates 25  00 

"  "  H.  A.  Forney,  treasurer,  Board  of  Syst.  Benev.  N.  C. 
Classis,  viz:  Jos.  A.  Leonard  and  family,  $2.50;  J. 
C.  Warlick,'  Grace  Charge,  Daniel's  Congregation, 
$4.00  ;  J.  W.  Robinson,  Grace  Charge,  Bethel  Con- 
gregation, $1.75.  J.  C.  Clapp,  Catawba  Charge,  viz: 
Newton,  $9.0(5;  St.  John's,  $3..55  ;  Smyrna,  $3.20. 
Rev.  J.  A.  Foil,  Lincoln  Charge,  viz:  Matthew's, 
$2.84;  St.  Paul's,  $4.31 :  Salem,  $3.44.  Rev.  P.  M, 
Trexler,  West  Rowan  Charge,  viz :  INIt.  Gilead,  $8.98 
Mt.  Zion,  $4..50 47  68 

"      "  H.  A.  Forney,  one  certificate  for  Mary  Forney 32 

"      "  Rev.  Christian  F.  Keller,  Chicago  Reformed  Church 5  12 

Dec.  1,  Rev.  S.  C.  Goss,  Wadsworth,  Ohio,  thirty-six  certifi- 
cates, $9.00,  Sundaj^-school,  $6.30 15  30 

Carried  forward $  17,864  02 
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Dec.    1,  Rev.  Isaac  A.  Sites,  Freeport,  Illinois,  one  certificate,...  1  00 

"      "  A.  K.  Frey,  Chanceford,  Pa.,  one  certificate 5  00 

"  "  Rev.  J.  F,  Batler,  Shelbyville,  Illinois,  twenty  certifi- 
cates   5  00 

"      "  Rev.  C.  F.  Kriete,  Salem  Reformed  Church,  Ft.  Wayne, 

Indiana,  ten  certificates .3  00 

"    2,  Rev.  J.  G.  Ruhl,  Findlay,  Ohio,  six  certificates '      2  00 

"    3,  .John  P.  Reed,  Bedford,  Pa.,  fifty-two  certificates 13  00 

"    "  E.  and  S.  Dieflfenbacher,  Edwards) )nrg,  Mich.,  eightj'- 

one  certificates 20  25 

"    4,  Rev.  P.  Ruhl,  Prospect,  Ohio 5  00 

"     "  Rev.  J.  A.  Smith,  Anainosa,  Iowa,  ten  certificate 2  50 

"    G,  Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Easton,  Pa.,  thirty  Japan  pictures 7  50 

"  "  Elder  A.  H.  Banghman,  Xenia,  Ohio,  twenty-four  cer- 
tificates  ■. 0  00 

"    8,  Rev.  Ch.  Schiller,  First  Reformed  Church,  Toledo,  0 10  00 

"  9,  Rev.  R.  Dnenger,  Sunday-school  Reformed  Church  Ash- 
land, Pa.,  twenty-five  certificates ,...  G  25 

'•  10,  Rev.  D.  E.  Schoedlor,  viz:  Oley  Reformed  Sunday- 
school,  §1.70  ;  and  four  certificates,  $1.00 2  70 

*'    "  Miss  Kate  Eiler,  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia, 

per  E.  J.  Santee 2  00 

"  "  Mrs.  M.  Chidsej^,  Easton,  Pa.,  proceeds  of  a  festival  held 
by  the  infant  school  of  the  Reformed  Church,  in  aid 
of  purchasing  mission  house  in  Tokio,  for  which 
sent  Mrs.  Chidsey,  for  the  school,  200  certificates 50  00 

"  "  Rev.  Frederick  Schaad,  Bakersville,  Ohio,  thirty-six  cer- 
tificates   8  00 

"  "  Rev.  J.  M.  Grether.  Osnaburgh,  O.,  viz:  Sunday-school 
Alliance,  O.,  $1.45;  St,  Martin's  Sunday-school,  $100; 
Osnaburgh  Simday-school,  $1.3G 3  81 

"  "  Rev.  D.  W.  Gerhard,  New  Holland,  Pa.,  viz  :  Zelten- 
reich's  Sunday-school,  $3.38  ;  Salem  Sunday-school, 
Heller's  Church,  $10.18;  New  Holland  Sunday- 
school,  $5.91 19  47 

"  "  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  viz:  A.  B.  Bower, Everett,  Pa., 
$5.00  ;  a  sister  at  Berrysburg,  Pa.,  $3.00 ;  S.  B.  Isen- 
berg,  Mines,  Pa.,  $5.00;  three  thank  ofierings 13  00 

♦'  11,  Mrs.  .1.  Taylor  Motter,  treasurer,  Ladies  Ben.  Soc.  Ref.  Ch. 

Emmittsburg,  Md.,  100  certificates 25  00 

"    "  Rev.  J.  H.  Hunsberger,   Findlay,   Ohio,   Zion's  Bloom 

congregation,  Heidelberg  charge 2  GO 

"    "  Rev.  P,  H,  Dippell,  Huntington,  Ind.,  four  certificates...  1  00 

Carried  forward $  18,078  10 
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Dec.  11,  Rev.  W,  Goodrich,  Clear  Springs,  Md.,  gift  of  a  lady 

friend,  one  certificate 5  00 

"      13,  A.  C.  Weary,  Selin's  Grove,  Pa.,  one  certificate 36 

"      "    Rev.  S.  P^llilier,  Baxter,  Iowa,  ten  certificates 3  00 

"      14,  Rev.  J.  H.  C.  Roentgen,  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  $4.50  for  eigh- 
teen pictures  sent  by  Rev.  Gring,  from  Japan,  and 

$6.00  from  Trinity  Church,  La  Crosse 10  50 

"      "    Henry  Myers,  Hanover,  Pa.,  per  Elder  H.  Wirt,  one 

certificate 5  00 

"      "    Rev.  Peter  Kohl,  Ai,  Fulton  Co.,  O.,  sixteen  certificates  4  50 

"      "    Charles  Overfield,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  one  certificate 25 

"      "    Rev.  W.  B.  Sandoe,  Butler,  Pa.,  thirteen  certificates 3  25 

"      "    Rev.  S.  Z.  Beam,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  three  and  one-half 

dozen  certificates  sold  by  him 13  75 

"      "    Rev.  S.  M.  Hench,  Walkerville,  Md.,  100  certificates 25  00 

"     15,  First  Reformed   Sunday-school   Pottsville,   Pa.,   pastor 

C.  Baum,  per  H.  S.  Sterner 4  68 

"      "    Rev.  J.  W.  Knappenberger,  East  End,  Pittsburgh,  four 

certificates 1  00 

"      "    Rev.  A.  J.   Heller,  Arcndtsville,   Pa.,   six   certificates, 

§3.00,  from  his  family  for  one  certificate,  |5.00 8  00 

"     16,  Minnie  Blessing,  Buckeystown,   Md.,  per  Rev.  N.  H. 

Skyles,  one  certificate 1  00 

Dec.  16,  Rev.  C.  H.  Schoepfle,  Carothers,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio 10  00 

"    "    Rev.  A.  H.  Leiss,  Johnsville,  Ohio,  nineteen  certificates.  7  00 
"     "    Anna  M.  Weistling,  Mount  Alto,  Pa.,  four  certificates..  1  00 
"     "    Mrs.  E    R.  Good,  Treasurer  Women's  Missionary  So- 
First  Reformed  Church,  Tiffin,  Ohio,  four  certifi- 
cates   1  75 

"     "    J.  L.  Leraberger,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  fifty  certificates 7  50 

"    17,  Rev.  A.  G.  Dole,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  eighteen  certificates.  5  25 
"     "    Rev.  F.  Dieckman,  Wheatland,  Iowa,  twenty  certifi- 
cates   5  00 

"    "    Rev.  Stephen  Schweitzer,  Reamstown  Charge,  Pa., 5  00 

"     "    Abram  Schneck,  Home,  Jasper  Co.,  Iowa,  thirty-four 

certificates 8  50 

"     "    G.  Z.  Kunkel  Treasurer  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Har- 
risburg, Pa.,  fifty  certificates 15  50 

"    18,  Miss  Anna  Allen,  Alexandria,  Pa.,  twelve  certificates...  3  00 

',    ^'    Rev.  E.  Spangler,  Edgerton,  Ohio,  twenty  certificates...  5  00 

"    "    Rev.  E.  H.  Otting,  Warren,  Ohio,  fifteen  certificates 4  00 

*'    20,  Rev.  R.  S.  Ajspel,  Hamburg,  Pa.,  twelve  certificates 3  00 

Carried  forward f   18,244  8'J 
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Dec.  20,  Rev.  D.  Zimmerman,  Treasurer  Syngd  Northwest,  Gal- 
ion,  Ohio,  viz:  St.  John's  Reformed  Churdi,  Fort 
Wayne,  pastor  Schaaf  $18.01 :  New  Knoxville  Re- 
formed    Cliurch,    pastor     Kuclverman    $40.00;     G. 

Ruecker,  per  Rev,  J.  H.  Klein,  $10.00 63  01 

"    21,  Rev.  P.  A.  Jjong,  Taneytown,  Md.,  eight  certificates 2  00 

"     "   Rev.  P.  Herbruck,  Canton,  Ohio,  forty-one  certificates..  13  00 
"     "   Rev.  S.  P.  Mauger,  Canal  Wincliester  Ohio,  twenty  cer- 
tificates   5  00 

"     "    Rev.  W.  D.  Lefevre,  Littlostown,  Pa.,  six  certificates....  1  50 

"    "    J.  H.  Ilartman,  Leighton  Pa.,  eighteen  certificates 0  !S5 

"     "    Rev.  II.  F.  Keener,  Berlin,  Pa.,  twenty-five  certificates.  6  25 
"     "    Rev.  C.  U.  Heilman,  Elk  Lick,  Pa.,  sixty  certificates...            15  00 
"  22,  Rev.  E.  J.  Fogel,  Fogelsville,  Lehigli  Co.,  Dr.  Long's 
Suuday-scliool,    Jordan     Cliarge,    tliirtecn  .certifi- 
cates   3  25 

"     "    Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  Zion's  Reformed  Cliurch,  Al- 

lentown.  Pa.,  forty-seven  certificates 11  80 

"     "   Rev.  J.   M.  Miclvly,  pastor   Zion's  Reformed  Church, 

Newburg,  Pa.,  twenty-five  certificates 6  25 

"     "   A  friend  one  certificate,  25  cts  ;  J.  B.  Bosticlc,  25  cts 50 

"    "   Rev.  Dr.  G.  W.  Williard  and  E.  J.  Williard,  Tiffiin,  O...  10  00 

"   23,  Rev.  John  McConnel,  Salina,  Pa.,gift  of  his  son  Yealcle 

Xenoplion,  one  certificate 5  00 

"     "    Rev.  Jacob  Hauser,  Black  River  Falls,  Wisconsin,  one 

certificate  for  daughter. 1  00 

"   24,  Rev,  M.  Loucks,  Valley  Charge,  Dayton,  Ohio,  twenty- 
four  certificates 6  50 

"    "   Rev.  D,  Rothrock,   Kiiitner.sville,   Pa.,  twenty  certifi- 
cates   5  00 

"   28,  Rev.  P,  Herbuclc,  Canton,  Ohio,  live  certificates 2  25 

Dec.  28,  Pastor  A.  B.  Stoner,  Trinity  Reformed  Sunday-school, 
Norristown,  Pa.,  |7.86,  and  sixty-eight  certihcates, 

$17.07 -1  !« 

"       "    Rev,  J,  M.  North,  Mercersburg,  Pa.,   one  picture  from 

Japan,  50  els.,  one  certificate,  50  cts .' 1  00 

"      29,  Henrietta  Hapke,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  one  certificate 25 

"      "    Samuel  W.  Wire,  Taylortown,  Va,,  one  certificate 1  00 

"      "    Rev.  F.  Strassner,  Orrville,  Ohio,  100  certificates 25  00 

"      30,  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  Allentown,  Pa.,  Sunday-school 

Zion's  Reformed  Church 7  56 

"      "    Rev.  J.  A.  Keller,  viz:  Sunday-school   Lenville,  $4.S5; 

Randolph,  $3.85;  Hartsville,  $1.70  ;  St.  Jacob's,  $1.55       '     11   05 

Carried  forward $  18,480  74 
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Dec.  30,  Pastor  R.   C.   Bowling,   Emlenton   Charge,   Reformed 
Church,  Venango  Co.,  twenty-two  certificates 

"  31,  Rev.  C.  M.  Schaaf,  Mt.  Olivet  Charge,  North  Lima,  O., 
forty -four  certificates 

"  "  St.  John's  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  pas- 
tor I.  E.  Graeft',  fifty-five  certificates 

"      "    Rev.  Carl  Gundlach,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  sixty  certificates 

•'      "    Rev.  M.  H.  Diefeiiderfer,  Elderton,  Pa.,  forty-six  certf. 

"      "    Rev.  J.  G.  Ruhl,  Findlay,  Ohio,  $5.00,  of  which  $4.53  is 

from  Salem  Church,  Wyandot  Co.,  five  cerfts 5  00 

1881. 

Jan.    1,  Rev.  W.  F.  P.  Davis,  treasurer,  Lebanon  Classis,  viz: 
St.  Paul's  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Reading,  H.  C. 
McCauley,  treasurer,   150  certificates,  171.00;    Sun-' 
day-school  St.  John's  Reformed  Church,  Reading,  S. 
Hartman,  treasurer,  ^21.71 ;  R.  W.  Eastlako,  pledge 

made  at  Synod  of  Lebanon,  ^?5. 00  

Jan.    1,  Rev.  C.  U.  Heilman,  Elk  Lick,  Pa.,  sixty  certfs 

"  "  Reformed  vSunday-school  Martiusbvirg,  W.  Va.,  pastor 
J.  A.  Hoflfheins,  thirty-seven  certifs 

"      3,  Rev.  A.  Schneck,  Home,  Iowa,  one  certif. 

"      "  Rev.  P.  M.  Trexler,  China  Grove,  .M  C,  six  certifs 

"      "  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  forty  certifs. 

"  "  Rev.  C.  S.  Gerhard,  Reformed  Church  Columbia,  eigh- 
teen certifs 4  60 

"  "  Rev.  C.  S.  Gerhard,  the  gift  of  Master  Hai'vey  Stover,  of 
Columbia,  upon  his  dying  bed,  one  certificate  to  his 
mother,  Louisa  Stover,  per  hands  of  Rev. ^Gerhard  1  00 

"  "  Rev.  T.  S.  Johnston,  viz:  Helen  Barbara,  John  Heilman 
and  Charles  Oscar,  children  of  John  H.  and  Mary 
Bressler,  Lebauon,  three  certifs 

"      4,  Rev.  Simon  Wolf,  Martinsliurg,  Pa.,  thirtj^-two  certifs.. 

"  "  Zion's  Reformed  Churcli,  Philadelphia,  i)astor  Dr.  Gehr, 
per  John  E.  Bossert,  Esq.,  on  account  of  certif. 

"      "  Rev.  John  W.  Pontius,  Cochranton,  Pa.,  twenty  certifs. 

"  "  Sunday-school  Mt.  Moriah  Church,  Washington  Co., 
Md.,  per  Rev.  A.  C.  Geary,  twenty  certifs.... 

"      5,  Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  Jonestown,  Pa.,  forty  certifs. 
Jan.  5,  Rev.  J.  Huston  Bomberger,  Columbiana,  Ohio,  nine  cer- 
tificates   

"     "   J.  W,  Lackens,  Suiierintcndent  Greencastle,  Pa.,  Sun- 
day-school, four  certificates 

Carried  forward $18,746  75 
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Brought  forward $   18,746  57 

Jan.  5,  T,  C.  Rudy,  Frederick,  Md.,  viz:  St.  Paul's  Missionary 
Society  of  Middletown,  Md.,  T.  C.  Rudy,  treasurer, 
§;13.30,  and  one  picture  from  Japan,  of  mission  liouse 
35  cts.  ($13.65);  Reformed  Church,  Middletown,  Md., 

Lawson  Alexander,  treasurer,  $15.35 29  00 

"    "   Rev.  A.  J.  Bowers,  Weyer's  Cave,  Va.,  thirty  certifs 7  25 

"  "  Rev.  F.  C.  Yost,  Thornville,  Ohio,  viz  :  Thornville  Sun- 
day-school, $10.10  ;  St.  Paul's  Sunday-school  $3-50; 
Salem  Sunday-school  75  cts ;  Zion's  Sunday-school 

65  cts 15  00 

"    "   Rev.  F.  Schaad,  Bakersville„Ohio,  six  certfs 5  00 

"    6,  Rev.  H  W.  Hoflfmeier,  Middletown,  Md.  one  certf 1  00 

"    "   Rev.  J.  J.  Janett,  Reformed  Church,  Evansville,  Ind., 

,   $5.00,  and  one  certf  25  cts 5  25 

"  "  Rev.  C.  F.  Kriete,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind  ,  viz :  a  friend  f  1.00; 
Elder  H.  Tons,  one  certf.,  50 cts;  C.  F.  K.,  two  certf 

50  cts 2  00 

"     "   Rev.   John   B.   Rust,   Sunday-school  Salem   Reformed 

Church,  Waynesburg,  Ohio,  eighty  certfs 20  00 

"    7,  Pastor  A.  K.  Kline,  South  Bend  Charge,  Elderton,  Pa., 

seventy  certfs... 21  50 

"  "  Rev.  John  Bachman,  Cincinnati,  viz:  Ladies  Union 
Missionary  Society  First  Reformed  Church,  Cincin- 
nati, $10.00;  Calvin  Otting  $1.00;  thank-offering 
Reformed  Church,  Millvillo,  O.,  pastor  W.  F. 
Horstmeier,  $10.00,  and  Irom  same  for  twelve  ciertfs. 

$3.00 24  00 

''    8,  Rev.  J.  C.  Bucher,  D.  D.  Lewisburg,  Pa 5  00 

"  "  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  Frederick  City,  Md.,  certfs. 
$17.00 ;    also   by  Evangelical    Reformed  Church,  of 

Frederick,  Louis  Markell,  treasurer,  $15.00 32  00 

"  11,  Rev.  John  M.Kendig,  Lancaster,  Oliio,  live  certfs 2  35 

"    "   Theo.  O.  Eljaugh,  Washington  City,  one  certf .• 25 

"     "   Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  from  Rev.  J.  D.  iJeatrich,  White 

Marsh  Charge ..•■•  5  00, 

"  12,  Rev.  S.  I'.  Mauger,  Canal  Winchester,  Ohio,  seventy-two 

certfs.; 18  00 

"  "  Rev.  C.  A.  Limberg,  Butlter,  Pa.,  twenty-nine  certfs., 
viz:  from  the  Lord's  account  $5.00;  F.  Pllug  $1.00  ; 
M.  West  50  cts  ;  G.  Leise  50  cts ;  H.  Martzolff  35  cts.  7  35 

"    "   F.  C.  Hoover,  Blue  Bell,  Pa.,  twenty-five  certfs 6  50 

"  13,  Rev.  S.  Shaw,  Bloomville,  Ohio,  eighteen  certfs 5  00 

"    "   Rev.  H.  Bentz,  Clarence,  Eric  Co.,  N.  Y.,  fifty-six  certfs.  14  00 

Carried  forward $  18,972  02 
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J'an.l3,Rev.  Isaac  M.  Motter,  Waynesboro,  Pa^^. 7  00 

"    "   Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  First  Reformed  Church,  Harris- 
burg,  Pa,,  redemption  of  pledge  at  Synod •         20  00 

-Jan.  13,  St.  John's  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Howertown,  Pa., 
Rev.  D.  Y.   Heisler,  treasurer.  East  Pennsylvania 

Classis,  twenty  certifs 5  00 

"      "  Rev.  F.  J.  Mohr,  Quakertown,  Pa.,  twelve  certifs 3  00 

"**      14,  Rev.  Jacob  Weaver,  Sidney,  Ohio,  ten  certifs 3  00 

«      *•  Rev.  S.  B.  Schafer,  Milton,  Pa 17  63 

"  15,  D.  B.  Maugei",  treasurer,  Goshenhoppen  Classis,  viz: 
St.  Peter's  Church,  Limerick,  Lewis  Marstellar, 
treasurer,  $22.21 ;  Boyerstown   Church,  Rev.  L.  J. 

Mayer,  pastor,  $25.00 47  21 

"      17,  Rev.  S.  Elliker,  Baxter,  Iowa,  twenty -two  certifs 5  65 

"      "    Dr.  D.  C.  Lichliter,  Sunday-school  First  Reformed  Ch., 

Dayton,  Ohio 25  00 

*^      "    Rev.  G.  P.  Hartzell,  $1.50  for  six  certifs.,  and  |1.00  for 

Miss  A.  M.  Meyer,  one  certif.,  Myerstown,  Pa 2  50 

"      "    Rev.  J.  F.  Butler,  Shelby ville.  Ills.,  one  certif 100 

"  "  Louis  Markell,  treasurer,  Ev.  Reformed  Church,  Fred- 
erick, Md.,  per  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,   D.  D.,  from 

Sunday-school 70  00 

"      18,  Elder  J.  Follmer,  Watsoutown,  Pa.,  twenty-five  certif.  00 

"      "    John  Weist,  Freeburg,  Pa.,  four  certifs 5  00 

"      19,  Rev.  P.  Kohl,  Ai,  Ohio 24 

"      "    Rev.  J.  Roeck,  Ebenezer,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  one  certif 2  00 

"      "    A.  Lukenbach,  Millheim,  Pa.,  two  certifs 50 

"      20,  John  H.  Beck,  for  Edward  Beck  and  Nettie  Beck,  two 

certifs.,  Lake,  Ohio 5  00 

"  "  Rev.  Moritz  Noll,  Rogersville,  O.,  Missionaiy  Society 
Zion's  Reformed  Church,  $9.00,  and  from  a  friend, 

$3.00 .% 12  00 

"     21,  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Sunday  school,  St.  Clairsville,  Pa., 

thirty-six  certifs,,  Geo.  Stufft,  supt 9  00 

"      22,  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer.  Miffiusburg,  for  seven  pictures  re- 

ceivedfrom  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring 1  75 

"      24,  Rev.  N.  H.  Skyles,  Jefferson,  Md 7  50 

"  "  Mr.  H.  A.  Forney,  treasurer,  Systematic  Benevolence 
Fund,  North  Carolina  Classis,  viz:  Guilford  Charge 
Pastor  G.  W.  Welker,  D.  D.,  $20.00 ;  Upper  David- 
son Charge,  Pastor  Thos.  Long 25  90 

-"      "  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  Rockingham,  Va.,  from 

Rev.  J.  C.  Hensell,  $10.00,  and  $3.75  for  twelve  certfs  13  75 

Carried  forward $  19,266  65 
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Jan.  24,  Rev,  J.  B.  Henry,  Plymouth,  Indiana,  fifteen  certifs....  7  15 
"     25,  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Pastor  J. 

B.  Shumaker,  D.  D.,  forty  certifs 18  50 

'•      "    Rev.  D.  M.  Christman,  Minersville,  Pa.,  forty  certifs...  10  00 
"      "    Levi   Kell,    Landisburg,    Pa.,    Trinity    Congregation, 

$15.55,  St.  Peter's  Congregation,  $10.00 25  55 

"      "    Rev.  D.   B.  Shuey,  New  Providence,   Lancaster  Co., 

thirty  certifs 7  50 

"      26,  John  Biery,  Union  Deposit,  Pa.,  two  certifs 1  00 

"      "    Reformed  Church  Hanover,  Pa.,  per  Elder  H.  Wirt, 

200  certifs 50  00 

"      "    Reformed  Sunday-school  Frostburg,  Md.,  Rev.  J.  Ruhl, 

twenty  certifs 5  00 

"      "    Rev.  A.  Houtz,  Orangeville,  Pa.,  forty  certifs 10  00 

"      "    Rev.  L.  D.  Steckel,  Myersdale  Charge,  Pa 5  50 

"      "    Sunday-school    Second    Reformed    Church,    Reading, 

Rev.  Dr.  McCauley,  Wm.  T.  Hain,  treasurer 15  OO 

"      27,  Pastor  Stern,  Second  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Indian- 
apolis, Indiana 5  00 

"      28,  Rev.  H.  M.  Kieffer,  Norristown,  twenty  certifs 5  00 

"      "    C.  P.  W.  Fisher,  M.  D.,  Boalsburg 5  00 

"      29,  Rev.  S.  M.  Hench,  Walkersville,  Md.,  eighty  certifs 20  00 

"      31,  Emanuel  Missionary  Society  Reformed  Church  JNIanor- 

dale.  Pa.,  per  Rev.  J.  F.  Snyder,  fifty-six  certfs 14  00 

Feb.    1,  Pastor  Ch.  Keller,  Emanuel's  Reformed  Church,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  viz:  Sunday-school  Missionary  Society 

§3.00;  fourteen  certificates,  $9.00 12  00 

"      "    Rev.  D.  B.  Lady,  Manor  Station,  Pa.,  twenty  certifs 13  00 

"       2,  Rev.  S.  Ream,  Arcanum,  Ohio,  twenty-seven  certifs 10  30 

"      "    J.  W.  Lackens,  Greencastle,  Pa.,  six  certifs 150 

"      "    Ref.  Miss.  Ch.  Catasauqua,  Pa.,  Pastor  J.  J.  Crist 5  00 

((      u    uj^  Friend,"  a  lady  member  of  St.   John's  Reformed 

Church,  Allentown,  PastorS.  G.Wagner,  D.  D 90  00 

"       3,  Rev.  I.  S.  Hahn,  Nimisilla  P.  O.,  Ohio,  First  Reformed 

Sunday-school,  Manchester  Charge,  twelve  certifs...  3  00 

"      "    Rev.  D.  S.  Fouse,  Lisbon,  Iowa,  Missionary  Society 6  00 

"       4,  Rev.  W.  H.  Fenneman,  Tiffin,  Ohio,  four  certifs 4  00 

"      "    Rev.  E,  H.  Otting,  Warren,  Ohio,  three  certifs 75 

"      "    Rev.  T.  Grosshusch,  Linton,  Indiana,  three  certifs 2  00 

<'       5,  Rev.  H.  S.  Garner,  Schellsburg,  Pa.,  from  Buena  Vista 

Congregation,  $2.50,  and  $11.50  for  thirty-six  certifs  14  00 
t'      "    Rev.  J.  M.  Souder,  New  Castle,  Pa.,  $2.00,  and  from 

New  Castle  Mission  $2.75  for  eleven  certifs 4  75 

Carried  Forward $  19,637  15 
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Feb.  5,  Rev.   D.   Rothrock,  Kintnersville,   Pa.,  additional-  on 

twenty  certifs 3  25 

"      "    J.   L.   Lemberger,   Lebanon,   Pa.,  additional  on  fifty 

certfs 9  00 

"  8,  S^unday-school  First  Reformed  Church,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
G.  H.  Wentz,  treasurer;  pastor,  J.  A.  Peters, 
eighty-one  certfs 20  25 

"      "    Rev.  W.  L  Stewart,  St.  Thomas,  Pa.,  four  certfs 1  00 

"       9,  Rev.  W.  M.  Laudis,  Rebersburg,  Pa.,  fifteen  certfs 3  75 

"  10,  Rev.  J.  T,  Kluge,  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  viz:  J.  Schmitt 
Morrison  |3.00;  from  K.,  $2.50;  Sunday-school 
scholars,  A.  Schneider  50  cts  ;  John  Pieper  50  cts ; 

Mary  Graf  50  cts;  W.  Klink  40  cts 7  40 

"  "  Rev.  C.  H.  Reiter,  Woodcock  Valley  Charge,  Pa.,  forty- 
eight  certfs 12  00 

Feb.  10,  Rev.   J.   Dotterer,  Merwin,  Pa,,  Pine   Run  Reformed 

Church  $3.50,  and  $7.00  for  wenty-five  certifs 10  50 

"     "   Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,    D.    D.,  Greensborough,   N.    C, 

tw^enty  certfs 5  00 

"  11,  Rev.  F.  C.  Bauman,  Zwingle,  Iowa,  collected  in  his 
church  $10,00,  and  in  Sunday-school  |2.45  ;  sent  fifty 
certifs 12  45 

"  "  Rev.  J.  Matzinger,  Clay  Citj^  Indiana,  viz:  from  F. 
Ley  35  cts ;  J.  P.  Ley  50  cts  ;  Rosina  Zuercher  50 
cts ;  Louisa  Steiner  35  cts,  and  Hannah  Matzinger 
30  cts 2  00 

"  12,  Rev.  D.  N.  Dittmar,  infant  Sunday-school  at  St.  Clairs- 

ville,  Pa 3  00 

"     "   Rev.  A.  R.  Thompson,  twenty-four  certfs 7  50 

"  14,  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  viz:  from  a  member  of  Zion's 
Reformed  Church  $1.00 ;  two  other  members  $1.25, 
two  certfs 2  25 

"    "  John  H.  Zimmerman,  Stoyestown,  Pa.,  one  certf 27 

"  15,  Rev.  A.  J.  Bowers,  Weyers  Cave,  Va.,  balance  on  forty 

certfs 3  75 

"   16,  Rev.  J.  W.  Knappenberger,  Pittsburg,  Pa,,  "  Friend  of 

the  Cause,"  one  certf. 5  00 

"     "   Rev.  J.  C.  Bucher,  D.   D.,  Le\yisburg,   from  Mary    J. 

Reber,one  certf. 1  00 

"    "  Rev.  D.  H.  Leader,  Everett  Church  and  Sunday-school 

$7.00,  and  in  addition,  $12.00,  76  certfs 19  00 

"    "   Rev.  D.  S.  Dieffenbacher,  thirty  certfs 10  00 


Carried  forward $  19,775  52 
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Feb.  16,  Reformed  Sunday-school,  Kutztown,  Pa.,  per  Rev.  N.  C. 

SchaeflFer,  eighty  certfs 20  00 

"  18,  Rev.  N.  Wiers,  New  Bavaria,  Ohio,  from  Mrs.  C.  Des- 

granges .*. : 2  00 

"    "   Rev.  G.  W,  Roth,  Erwinna,  Pa.,  twenty  certfs '  5  05 

"   19,  Rev.  A.  B.  Shenkle,  viz:    Lizzie  Mylin  25  cts;   Amos 

Hollinger  25  cts ;  Fredei-ick  Dugan  25  cts ;  G-.  C.  W. 

Shenkle  25  cts ;  Miss  Laura  E.  Shenkle  25  cts ;  Mrs. 

Mary  Shenkle  $1.00 2  25 

"     "   Rev.  F.  C.  Yost,  from  Sunday-schools  Thorn ville  Charge, 

Ohio,  viz:    St.   Paul's  $7.55;  Salem    $1.35;    Zion's 

fl.lO;  balance  on  one  hundred  certfs 10  00 

*'  21,  Rev.  J.  A.  Mcolai,  Abilene,  Kansas,  four  certfs 1  00 

*'  22,  Rev.  A.  Kanne,  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  received  from  Eliza- 
beth Lotz  $1.00 ;  P.  Kienholtz  50  cts ;   F.  Schild  10 

cts;  one  certf 1  60 

*'  23,  Rev.  J.  M.  Mickly,  Newburg,  Pa.,  eight  certfs 2  00 

"    "   N.  B.  Schmitt,  "Woodstock,  Va.,  extra  on  certf 1  00 

"    "   Rev.  W.  F.  P.  Davis,  Treasurer  Lebanon  Classis,  from 

St.  John's  Sunday-school.  Schuylkill  Haven,  pastor 

Johnson,  for  missions,  $15.00,  for  mission  house, 

$6.00 ;  Henry  Moyer,  Schwartzwald  Church,  $2.00 ; 

and  from  First  Reformed  Church,  Reading,  Rev.  H. 

Mosser,  by  sale  of  certfs.,  $56.00 79  00 

*•  25,  Rev.  W.  J.  Peters,  Slatington  Charge,  thirty-six  certfs..  23  00 

Mar.  1,  Rev.   D.  Gring,  Glen   Rock   Charge,  Pa.,  twenty-five 

certfs 11  00 

"    "  B.  Wolff,  jr.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  a  member  of  Grace  Church 

$5.00,  and  her  three  children  $1.00 6  00 

"     2,  "A  friend,"  Washington,  111.,  one  certf.  for  Mrs.  Mary 

C.  Benford,  and  one  certf.  for  Edgar  A.  Benford, 

Neosho  Falls,  Kansas 1  00 

"     8,  Rev.    H.    Hilbish,    Hanover,    Pa.,    from     Shermans 

Church,  Manheim  Charge,  Zion's  Classis 7  46 

"   10,  Rev.  R.  B.  Reichard,  Springboro,  Ohio,  twelve  certfs....  3  00 

"    "  Rev.  J.  H.  Apple,  Saegerstown  Pa.,  twenty-five  certfs...  5  00 

"    "  Rev.  L  K.  Loos,  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem, 

Pa 25  00 

"   11,  Pastor  W.  R.  Hoflbrd,  Allentown,  Pa.,  South  Whitehall 

Missionary  Society,  S.  W.  C.  Cong.,  sixty  certfs 15  GO 

"    "   Rev.  F.  J.  Mohr,  Quakertown  Charge 5  75 

"    "  G.  Z.  Kunkel  from  estate  of  his  son  Daniel  H.  Kunkel, 

deceased,  Harrisburg,  Pa 50  00 

Carried  forward $  20,051  63 
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Mar.  12,  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Roth,  N.  J,  additional  on  twenty  certfs 75 

"   15,  McConnelstown  Congregation,  pastor  A.  G.  Dole 7  06 

"    "   Rev.  C.  F,  W.  Hustedt,  Van  Wert,  Ohio,  for  one  certf. 

to  be  sent  to.J.  Mager 2  00 

"  "  H.  Lukenbach,  Millheim,  Pa.,  from  Reformed  Sunday- 
school,  Aaronsburg,  Pa.,  fifty-six  certfs 14  00 

"   16,  Elder  John  H.  Zimmerman,  Stoyestovvn,  Pa.,  twenty 

certfs 5  00 

"     "   Rev.  M.  H.  Groh,  New  Lis})on,  Ohio,  nine  certfs 2  25 

"     "   Coplay    Sunday-school,   Lehigh    Co.,  Pa.,  twenty-one 

certfs 5  26 

"  "  H.  S.  Stoner,  Superintendent  First  Refomred  Sunday- 
school,  Pottsville •. 5  80 

"   17,  Rev.  J.  Eichin,  Linton,  Indiana,  viz:  from  Mary  Hoel- 

shen  50  cts ;  Sophia  Sander  25  cts ;  Bernhard  Due  50 

cts;  August  Sander  35  cts;    H.  Johanningsmier  25 
etc ;  S..  Johanningsmier  25  cts ;    Sunday-school  St. 

John's  Reformed  Church  45  cts 2  55 

"    "  S.  D.  Sites,  Fairview,  Indiana,  two  certfs 5  00 

"   18,  Rev.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugh,  Berhn,  Pa.,  forty  certfs '  10  00 

"     "   Fannie  S.  Hedrick,  Stanardsville,  Va.,  one  certf 25 

"   20,  Rev.  Jacob  Kehm,  Sellersville,  Pa.,  sixty  certfs 15  05 

"   22,  Rev.  J.  Dotterer,  Merwin,  Pa.,  five  certfs 1  25 

"     "   Rev.  J.  B.  Kielfer,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  one  certf 27 

"     "   Rev.  W.  A.  Gring,  Mann's  Choice,  Pa.,  nine  certfs 2  25 

"   23,  Heidelberg  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia,  per  W.  H. 

Schall 5  00 

"  "  Rev.  H.W.  Hoffmeier,  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  viz:  Reform- 
ed Church,  Hagerstown,  $4.00;  Reformed  Trinity 
Church,    Waynesboro,    $1.25;     Marion    Reformed 

Church  $4.75 10  00 

"  24,  Rev.  W.  M.  Landis,  Rebersburg,Pa.,  forty  certfs 10  00 

"    "   Rev.  H.  Trautman,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  thirty-six  certfs...  16  75 

"  25,  Pastor  C.  Clever,  Reformed  Church,  Baltimore,  for  forty 
certfs.,  sold  by  George  G.  Everhart,  superintendent 

Sunday-school 33  75 

"    "   Rev.  C.  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D.,  one  hundred  certfs 25  00 

"     "   Rev.  H.  W.  Hoffmeier,  Chambersburg  Ref.  Church 15  50 

"  26,  Mrs.  Aughinbaugh,  Myerstown,  Pa.,  per  Miss  Adams, 

eight  certfs 2  00 

*  "  Thomas  Christman,  Colebrookdale,  Pa.,  from  Christ  Re- 
formed Sunday-school,  Douglass  Township,  Pa., 
pastor  Keller,  on  account  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five certfs 26  31 

Carried  forward $  20,274  67 
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Mar,  25,  Rev,  W.  I,  Stewart,  St.  Thomas,  Pa.,  ten  certfs 2  50 

"  "  Rev.  J.  M.  Grether,  Osnaburg,  Ohio,  viz:  five  certfs. 
11.25 ,  one  to  Deacon  George  Lang,  50  cts ;  one  certf . 

to  Elder  Paul  Geiger,  $5.00 6  75 

"    "    Pastor  C.  Borchers,  Fourth  Reformed  St.  John's  Church 

Baltimore,  gift  of  Sunday-school.. 4  25 

"  31,  Rev.  M.  Louclcs,  Dayton,  Ohio,  four  certfs.,  (from  Val- 
ley Charge,) 2  00 

Apr,  1,  Third  Reformed  Church,  Baltimore,  pastor  Clever,  per 

J.  DeHoflf,  treasurer 45  00 

"     4,  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  from  Sunday-school 

St.  John's  Reformed  Churcli,  Lebanon,  Pa 9  00 

"  5,  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  treas.,  W.  Susquehanna  Classis,  from 
Rev.  S.  M.  Roeder's  charge.  Centre  Hall,  Pa.,  twen- 
ty-five certfs 9  10 

*'      "  Rev.  C.  H.  Reiter,  James  Creek,  Pa.,  four  certfs-. 1  00 

*'     «,  Rev.  J.  F.  Busche,  Reformed  Church,  New  Yorlc 25  00 

"     7,  Rqv.  Tliomas  ]Sr.  Reber,  Macungie,  Pa.,  sixteen  certfs...  4  00 

"      "  Rev.  H.  W.  Hoflmeier,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  from  Rev.   Dr. 

Hiester's  Charge 12  85 

*'  8,  Sunday-school  Missionary  Society  Second  Reformed 
Church,  Harrisburg,  per  Dr.  Isaac  Lefevre,  sixty- 
six  certfs 16  41 

"  "  Rev.  F.  C.  Yost,  Thornville,  Ohio,  Sunday-schools  of 
his  Charge,  viz:  St.  Paul's  p.80;  Thornville  $4  63; 

Salem  97  cts  ;  Zions  60  cts 10  00 

"     "  Elder  Henry  Leonard,  Basil,  Oliio,  one  certf. 5  00 

*'    9,  Rev.  Franli  Wetzel,  Dakota,  Illinois,  sixteen  certfs 4  00 

"  11,  Rev.  W.  M.  Landis,  Rebersburg,  Pa.,  four  certfs 1  00 

"  12,  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D,,  from  Rev.    J.    D.    Detrich, 

Whitemarsh,  Pa 4  51 

"  13,  Rev.  H.  W.  Hoft'meier,  from  Campbelltown  Reformed 
Church,  $11.10,  additional ;   from  Palmyra  Church, 

$3.75  ;  both  Rev.  Dr.  Hiester 14  85 

"  16,  G.  Ella  Hedrick,  Stanardsville,  Va.,  two  certfs 50 

"    "  Rev.  W.  I.  Stewart,  St,  Thomas,  Pa.,  ten  certfs 4  00 

"    "  Rev,  John  H.  Leintach,  Reading,  thirty-eight  certfs 9  50 

"  18,  Mrs.  Louise  Reily,  Myerstown,  Pa,,  one  certf. 1  00 

"  19,  Rev,  G,  W.  Roth,  Erwinna,  Pa.,  two  certfs 1  25 

"  "  Christ's  Reformed  Church,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa.,  pas- 
tor Keller,  per  Thomas  Christman,  treasurer,  bal- 
ance on  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  certfs 9  77 

Carried  forward •. $  20,477  91 
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Apr  20,  Rev.  A.  S.  Stauffer,  Elizabethville,  Dauphin   Co.,  Pa., 

four  certfs 1  00 

April  20,  Fourth  Reformed  Church,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Rev.  H. 

Trautman 14  00 

"      "    Grace  Reformed  Church,  Pittsburg,  Easter  offering, 

per  B.  Woltf,  jr 2e  00 

"  *'  Geo.  Z.  Kunkel  and  Catharine  Kunkel,  each  $100.00 
for  purchase  of  printing  press  for  use  in   Mission 

House  in  Tolvio 200  00 

"  22,  Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel,  Altoona,  Pa.,  Sunday-school  Christ's 
Church,  $SM,  and  from  sale  of  pictures  sent  him  by- 
Rev.  Gring,  Tokio,  $3.00 11  00 

"      23,  C.  Roth,  Baltimore,  Md.,  per  Rev.  M.  Bachman 5  00 

■*«      25,  Rev.  J.  A.  Hoflt'heins,  Reformed  Church  Martinsburg, 

W.  Va.,  $13.99,  and  from  Sunday-school,  $5.31 19  30 

"      "    Elder  John  Heilman,  of  Heilman  Dale,  Pa 5  00 

"      "    Emanuel  Missionary  Society  Manordale,  Pa.,  Rev.  J. 

F.  Snyder,  for  Mission  House 15  20 

"      "    Rev.  D.  Gring,  York,  Pa.,  two  certificates 1  00 

"    26,  Rev.  J.  C.  Bucher,  D.  D.,  Lewisburg,  Pa 5  00 

"     "    Sunday-school  First  Reformed  Church,  Lebanon,  J.  L. 

Lemberger,  treasurer,  pastor  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D...  50  00 

"    27,  Rev.  A.  Seyring,  Catechnmen's  Church  of  Hope,  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  $1.50,  and  from  anonymous  friend,  50c  2  00 
"      "    Catharine  J.  M.  Haehulen,  one  certificate,  Harriburg,  1  00 

"    28,  Cash,  Columbiana,  Ohio,  one  certificate 25 

"     *'    From  Kelker  Brothers,  Harrisburg,  interest  on  Brinker 

Legacy  to  April  22,  1881 93  05 

"  29,  Thornville  Charge,  Ohio,  pastor,  F.  C.  Yost,  St.  Paul's 
Sunday-school,  $2.37,  and    Salem    Sunday-school, 

$3.75 6  12 

May  2,  Mrs.  J.  Taylor  Motter,  treasurer,  proceeds  of  sale  of  cer- 
tificates sent  to  Benevolent  Society  of  Church  of  In- 
carnation, Emmittsburg,  Md 7  60 

"  "  Rev.  W.  F..  P.  Davis,  treasurer  Lebanon  Classis,  con- 
tributed, viz:  Sunday-school  Shaefferstown,  Pa., 
Pastor  Bachman,  for  Mission  House,  $6.50;  Miss 
Liicy  Stein  (now  deceased),  per  Rev.  Dr.  Hiester, 
for  Mission  House,  $2.00 ;  St.  Paul's  Church,  Read- 
ing, Pa.,  Rev.  Dr.  Bausman,  additional,  $5.25;  Sun- 
day-school Christ's  Reformed  Church,  Annville, 
Rev.  Dr.  Hiester,  $10.00;  First  Reformed  Church, 
Reading,  per  S.  Sprecher,  treasurer,  $76.00  ;  Reform- 
ed Churcli  Goiiglersville,  pledge  at  Synod  by  Rev. 
M.  L.  Fritsch,  $5.00 104  75 

Carried  forward $  21,041  18 
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May,  3,  Adelle  Catharine  Bressler,  infant  daughter  of  J.  H. 

and  Mary  Bressler,  Lebanon,  Pa 1  00 

"      "    Rev.  C.  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D.,  for  100  additional  certific's  25  00- 

"      "    Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  Easton,   Pa.,  from   Mrs.   Heisler, 

$5.00;  Nevin  St.  John  Heisler,  |3.00 8  OO 

Total  amount $21,075  18 

ANALYSIS   OF   RECEIPTS. 

1.  Amount  received  from  Thomas  J.  Craig,  former  treasurer, 

balance  remaining  in  his  hands.. 5,296  39 

2.  Principal  of  $2,000,  U.  S.  four  per  cent,  consols,  sold 2,000  00 

8.    Loans  repaid  to  treasurer,  principal 3,000  00 

4.  Interest  received  from  temporary  loans  $47.67;  interest  re- 

ceived on  U.  S.  four  per  cent,  consols  $120.00 ;  interest  re- 
ceived on  Sarah  Brinker  legacy  $93.05 ;  premium  received 
U.  S.  four  per  cent,  consols,  sold,  $186.00 446  72 

5.  Principal  of  Sarah  Brinker  legacy,  (on  account),  $1,550.74; 

principal  of  Adelaide  R.  Dechant  legacy,  $100.00 1,650  74 

6.  Contributions  for  general  purposes  and  for  Mission  House, 

and  for  Mission  House  Certificates  sold,  including  amounts 
received  from  sundry  individuals  for  the  picture  of  Mis- 
sion House  sent  to  them  by  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring  from  Japan..       8,681  33 

Total  amount $21,075  18 

CR. 

1878. 

Oct.  1,  By  Cash  paid  following  members  of  the  Board  6f  Mis- 
sions for  traveling  expenses,  viz :  Rev.  B.  Baus- 
man,  D.  D.,  $3.50,  Rev.  C.  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.,  $7.20, 
Rev.  N.  Gehr,  D.  D.,  $6.50,  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee,  D.  D., 
$1.80,  G.  S.  Griffith,  $6.20,  Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger, 
D.  D.,  $3.50,  Rev.  C.  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D.,  $2.00,  Rev. 
D.  Van  Home,  D.  D.,  Mtg.  of  Ex.  Committee  and 
of  Board,  $10.00,  Rev.  T.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  Mtg.  of 
Ex.  Committee  and  of  Board,  $3,50 $         47  20 

Nov.    2,  By  Cash  paid  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  per  order  of  president 

and  secretary,  $20.00,  per  receipt 20  00 

1879. 

Jan.    4,  By  Cash  paid  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  per  order  of  president 

aud  secretary,  $225.00 ; 225  00 

"  27,  By  Cash  paid  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  per  check  No.  4  on 
Harrisburg  National  Bank,  per  order  of  president 
and  secretary,  $150.00,  sent  by  mail , 150  00 

Carried  forward $       442  20' 
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Jan.  27,  By  Cash  paid  Rev.  T.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  per  order  of 
president  and  secretary,  per  check  No.  5  on  Harris- 
burg  National  Bank,  for  traveling  expenses  and 
postage 5  00 

Mar.    1,  By  Cash  loaned  on  promissory  note  to  Kelker  Bros., 

12,000.00,  at  six  per  cent  per  annum  2,000  00 

"  11,  Cash  paid  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  missionary  to  Japan,  per 
written  order  of  vice-president  Leinbach  and  secre- 
tary Dr.  Johnston,  $1,225.00  1,225  00 

"  13,  Cash  paid  Rev.  Dr.  Johnston,  secretary,  per  order  of 
Rev.  C.  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D.,  vice-president,  and 
Rev.  Dr.  Johnston,  secretary,  for  expenses  of  those 
members  of  the  Board  who  attended  the  farewell 
missionary  meeting  at  Reading,  Pa.,  viz :  Dr. 
Weiser,  $3.50,  Dr.  Bomberger,  $2.75,  Dr.  Gehr,  $3.65, 
Dr.  Leinbach,  $1.50,  G.  S.  Griffith,  $7.92,  Dr.  John- 
ston, $2,00,  W.  H.  Seibert,  in  all 24  32 

April  22,  Cash  to  J.  Uhler,  Esq.,  Cashier  Harrisburg  National 
Bank,  for  a  Draft  on  New  York  (American  National 
Exchange  Bank),  for  $124.58,  this  day  mailed  to 
Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  San  Francisco,  California,  per 
order  of  Dr.  Leinbach,  president  pro  tein,  and  Rev. 
T.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  secretary 124  58 

May  14,  Cash  paid  out  to  M.  W.  McAlarney,  Post  Master,  agent 
for  sale  of  U.  S.  Four  Per  Cent  Refunding  Certifi- 
cates, obtained  this  day  from  him  through  various 
apijlicants,  in  behalf  of  treasurer,  in  all,  $2,000.00 
Money  drawn  from  bank  per  check  to  R.  F.  Kelker, 
treasurer,  for  said  sum,  $2,000.00 2,000  00 

May  14,  Paid  post  master  for  accrued  interest  on  said  certificates 

since  April  1,  1879,  the  date  of  said  certificates 9  40 

Jun.  25,  By  cash  paid  Harrisburg  National  Bank,  $600,  for  draft 
No.  153,  dated  New  York,  June  24,  1879,  Laidlaw  & 
Co.,  Agents  Bank  of  California,  on  the  Oriental  Bank 
Corporation,  Yokohama,  Japan,  payable  to  order  of 
Rev.  A.  D.  Gring  for  $615,  local  currency 600  00 

Jul.  1,  Cash  paid  Harrisburg  National  Bank,  expenses  incident 
to  funding  U.  S. certificates  into  $2,00  U.  S.  four  per 
cent,  consols 2  00 

Sept.  2,  Cash  paid  S.  W.  Pomeroy,  agent  Hong  Kong  &  Shanghai 
Banking  Corporation,  59  Wall  St.,  New  York,  P-  O. 
box  3072,  by  draft  purchased  of  Harrisburg  Nation- 
al Bank  on  First  National  Bank,  New  York,  for 
$499.17,  the  net  value  of  a  draft  of  $500,  made  by 
Rev.  A.  D.  Gring  on  R.  F.  Kelker,  treasurer,  July 
28,  1879,  at  Yokohama,  on  the  said  Hong  Kong  & 
Shanghai  Banking  Corporation 499  17 

Carried  forward $     6,931  67 
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Oct.  25,  Check  to  Rev.  T.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  traveling  expenses 

to  and  from  three  meetings  of  Executive  Commit-  ' 

tee,  &c 6  25 

Nov.  26,  Check  to  Rev.  C,  H.  Leinbach,  $2.00,  and  Rev.  T.  S. 
Johnston  $1.15,  togetlier  |3.15,  traveling  expenses  to 
attend  meeting  of  Executive  Committee 3  15 

Dec.  13,  Rev.  J.  Bossard,  Ph.  D.,  for  Sheboygan  Classis  in  aid  of 
building  a  Mission  House  for  Rev.  Jacob  Hauser, 
missionary  to  the  Indians,  per  resolution  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  at  its  last  meeting,  $200 200  00 

"     "   Kelker  Brothers,  temporary  loan  on  demand,  $1,000  at 

six  per  cent,  interest 1,000  00 

1880 

Jan.  6,  Postal  Money  Order  to  J.  M.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  attorney 
for  executor  of  Sarah  Brinker,  deceased,  for  copy  of 
her  will  $2.40,  and  post  master's  fee  10  cts 2  50 

Mar.  18,  Cash  paid  J.  C.  Bomberger,  cashier,  Mechanic's  Bank 
for  draft  of  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  dated  Yokohama,  Ja- 
pan, Feb.  16,  1880,  on  R.  F.  Kelker,  payable  to  the 
order  of  the  Hong  Kong  and  Shanghai  Banking  Cor- 
poration, $500  in  American  gold 500  00 

Apr.  6,  Cash  paid  expenses  of  members  of  the  Board,  attend- 
ing special  meeting  this  day  held  to  consider  the 
purchase  of  a  house  in  Tokio,  for  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring, 
(held  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,)  G.  S.  Griffith  $4.00;  Dr. 
Bausman  $1.35  ;  Dr.  Van  Home  $4.60  ;  Dr.  Johnston 
$1.25 11  20 

April  6,  Cash  paid  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  for  telegrana 
to  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  Yokohama,  Japan,  per  order 
of  the  Board,  viz :  "Grijige,  Yokohama,  Japan,  Geo. 
Kelker."  (Note  the  e  was  added  to  the  name  of  Mr. 
Gring,  at  his  request,  to  signify  that  he  should  pre- 
pare and  forward  a  circular  and  picture  of  the  house 
proposed  to  be  purchased,  to  the  ministers  of  our 
churches,  and  to  the  superintendents  of  our  Sunday- 
schools,  asking  aid  to  pay  for  a  mission  house) 15  38 

"  22,  By  Cash  loaned  to  Kelker  Brothers,  the  net  amount  of 
money  received  from  J.  J.  Brinker,  executor  of 
Sarah  Brinker,  deceased,  $1,550  74,  per  promissory 
note 1,550  74 

Carried  forward $10,220  89 
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Brought  forward |10,220  89 

June  11,  By  Cash  paid  Harrisburg  National  Bank,  Draft  of 
Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  on  R.  F.  Kelker,  treasurer  For- 
eign Mission  Board  of  the  Reformed  Churcli,  to  or- 
der of  the  Hong  Kong  and  Shanghai  Banking  Cor- 
poPation,  dated  Yokohama,  April  27,  1880,  being 
the  first  instalhnent  on  purchase  of  Mission  House 
for  Reformed  Church  in  Tokio,  Japan,  $2,400.00 2,400  00 

July  7,  By  Cash  paid  Mechanics'  Bank,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Draft 
of  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  dated  Yokohama,  June  3, 1880, 
on  R.  F.  Kelker,  treasu.rer,  for  $636.75,  to  order  of 
Hong  Kong  anjl  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation 636  75 

Aug.  19,  Amount  of  traveling  expenses  of  members  of  the  Brd, 
paid  this  day  per  order  of  the  Board,  viz:  Dr. 
Weiser,  $4.40,  Dr.  Santee,  fo.OO,  Dr.  Leinbach,  $1.75 
Dr.  Johnston,  |6.00,  and  to  Dr.  Bausman,  by  mail, 
$2.20 19  35 

Sept.  2,  Cash  paid  Draft  of  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  dated  Yokohama, 
July  30,  1880,on  R.  F.  Kelker,  treasiirer,  etc.,  to  or- 
der of  Hong  Kong  and  Shanghai  Banking  Corpora- 
tion, $500.00,  and  this  day,  September  2,  paid  by  R. 
F.  Kelker,  treasurer,  to  J.  C.  Bomberger,  Cashier 
Mechanics' Bank  of  Harrisburg 500  00 

Oct.  30,  Cash  paid  Lane  S.  Hart,  for  2,000  copies  of  Missionary 
Certificates,  prepared  by  direction  of  the  Executive 
Committee 122  00 

JSTov.  10,  By  cash  paid  J.  C.  Bomberger,  Cashier  Mechanic's 
Bank,  draft  of  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  dated  Yokohama, 
Oct.  4,  1880,  for  $1,550.50,  (remaining  installment  on 
Mission  House),  payable  to  the  order  of  the  Hong 

Kong  &  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation 1,555  50 

"  22,  By  cash  paid  J.  C.  Bomberger,  Cashier  Mechanic's  Bank 
for  draft  of  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  dated  Oct.  20,  1880,  at 
Yokohama,  for  $500,  payable  to  order  of  Hong  Kong 
<fe  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation 500  00 

Dec.  3,  By  cash  paid  Lane  S.  Hart  for  3,900  Mission  House  cer- 
tificates   156  00 

1881. 

Jan,  6,  By  cash  paid  Theo  F.  Schefter  for  letter  book  and  print- 
ing   8  00 

"  "  Traveling  expenses  paid  Rev.  D.  Van  Home,  D. 
D.,  $6.30 ;  traveling  and  clerical  help  paid  by  Rev. 
T.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  authorized  by  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, $10.00 16  30 

Carried  forward ....$  16,184  79 
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Brought  forward $16,134  79 

Feb.  15,  Cash  paid  to  Lane  S.  Hart  for  3,800  certificates  of  Mis- 
sion House,  (less  $4.00  over  charge  in  former  lot) 148  00- 

Feb.  24,  Cash  paid  Draft  of  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  to  order  of  Hong 
Kong  <fe  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation,  $500,  Draft 
dated  Yokohama,  Japan,  Dec.  31,  1880,  presented 
this  day  by  Mechanic's  Bank  and  paid  to  J.  C.  Bom- 
berger,  Esq.,  cashier 500  00 

Mar.  31,  Cash  paid  Mechanic's  Bank,  Draft  of  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring, 
dated  Yokohama,  Feb.  25,  188 1,  to  order  of  Hong 
Kong  &  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation  $300,  this 
day  presented  by  and  paid  to  Mechanic's  Bank 300  00' 

Apr.  13,  Cash  paid  Harrisburg  National  Bank  for  Harrisburg 
School  Bond  of  $100  at  six  per  cent.,  investment  of 

legacy  of  Adelaide  R.  Dechant ." 105  00 

'•      "    R.  F.  Kelker  for  wrapping  paper,  mucilage,  postage 
stamps,  expressage,  principally  expenses  incident 

to  mailing  Mission  House  certificates 63  56v 

"    21,  Patriot    Publishing    Co.,   advertising    application   for 

charter...^ 4  80 

"    28,  T.  F.  Shefl:er  printing  constitution,  charter  and  petition 

to  court,  (fee 9  00 

"      "    Chas.  H.  Bergner,  advertising  application  for  charter...         ■    4  80 

April  26,  H.  M.  Graydon,  Esq.,  attoi-ney  fee,  prothonotary's  and 
Recorder's  costs  incident  to  obtaining  and  recording 
charter  for  the  Board ^ 13  50- 

May  4,  By  Cash  paid  traveling  expenses  of  Board  at  meeting 
in  Harrisburg,  viz :  Dr.  Van  Home,  $4.50,  Dr.  Baus- 
man,  $3.50,  G.  S.  Griffith,  $5.00,  Dr.  Leinbach,  $2.25, 
Dr.  Weiser,  $6.00,Hnd  Dr.  Johnston,  including  inci- 
dental expenses  incurred  as  secretary,  $20.00,  in  all  41  25 
"  "  By  Cash  paid  (per  resolution  of  Board)  this  day  to 
Rev.  J.  Bossard,  Ph.  D.,  to  be  paid  by  him  to  the 
•  treasurer  of  Sheboygan  Classis,  to  be  used  in  the 
support  of  the  mission  among  the  Indians,  estab- 
lished by  said  Classis,  $400.00 400  00- 

1881. 

May  4,  By  Cash   on    deposit  in    Harrisburg    National  Bank, 

$3,350.48 3,350  48 

Total , $    21.075  IS"- 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

EUDOLPH  F.  KELKER,  Treasurer. 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  4,  1881. 
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The  above  account  of  R.  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Keformed  Church,  was  this  day  ex- 
amined, audited,  and  approved,  and  found  correct  by  the  un- 
dersigned appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions, 

Witness  our  hands  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  4,  1881. 

CHAS.  H.  LBINBACH. 
WM.  H.  SEIBEET. 

Committee  of  Auditors. 


iY.     Eeport  op  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions. 

•The  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions 
■submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  and,  together  with 
the  preceding  reports,  adopted  ;  and  is  as  follows  : 

Tour  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  would  beg  leave  to 
report  : 

That  the  papers  referred  to  them  for  their  examination,  were 
the  reports  of  the  President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions;  From  these  reports  we  gather  the  interest- 
ing informatio-n  that  the  Board,  as  at  present  constituted,  held 
its  first  meeting  for  organization  during  the  sessions  of  the  last 
General  Synod,  at  Lancaster.  Since  then  they  have  carefully 
iulfilied  the  trust  committed  to  them  by  the  Church.  Their 
most  important  work  has  been  the  election  and  appointment  of 
a  missionary  to  Japan,  Kev.  Ambrose  D.  Grring.  This  election 
took  place  at  Harrisburg,  on  September  30,  1878.  This  brother 
having  been  solemnly  ordained  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  at  Easton, 
Pa.,  October  25, 1879,  sailed  from  San  Francisco  in  May,  1879,  and 
is  now  settled  at  Tokio,  the  capital  of  Japan,  where  he  is  now 
earnestly  prosecuting  the  study  of  the  peculiar  language  of 
that  country. 

The  Board,  at  the  suggestion  of  their  Missionary,  have  seen 
:fit,  in  the  exercise  of  their  good  judgment,  to  purchase  a  house, 
at  the  comparatively  small  cost  of  $3,955.50,  for  the  residence 
of  Brother  Gring,  who  took  possession  of  it  on  June  28,  1880- 
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Your  Committee  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  greater  portion  of  this 
amount  has  been  contributed  by  the  Sunday-schools  of  the 
Church — the  hearts  of  the  children  having  become  interested  in 
this  great  work. 

From  the  Treasurer's  report  we  learn,  that  since  July  10, 
1878,  to  the  day  of  the  organization  of  the  present  Ceneral 
Synod,  the  sum  of  $21,075.18,  including  a  balance  of  $5,296.39  in 
the  hands  of  the  former  Treasurer,  Thos.  J.  Craig,  has  been 
received.  Of  this  amount,  117,724.70  have  been  disbursed, 
leaving  on  deposit  in  Harrisburg  National  Bank  the  balance 
of  13,350.48.  As  the  Board  is  entirely  dependent  upon  the 
free-will  offerings  of  the  friends  of  missions  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  work,  your  Committee  would  most  earnestly 
commend  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions  to  the  churches  and 
Sunday-schools  of  our  Zion. 

We  learn,  furthermore,  that  a  charter  has  been  secured  by 
the  Board,  and  executed  according  to  law  by  the  Caurt  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Dauphin  County,  Pennsylvania.  This  char- 
ter provides  that  this  Board  shall  henceforth  be  known  as 
"  The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States." 

Another  cheering  and  interesting  fact  your  Committee 
gathers  from  the  reports  in  their  hands,  is  that  the  attention  of 
our  people  is  being  at  length  aroused  to  the  importance  of 
remembering  this  great  work  in  their  wills  and  bequests.  In 
the  Treasurer's  rejDort  we  have  an  item,  dated  April  2,  1^80,  of 
$1,224.27,  and  another  dated  April  21,  1880,  of  $326.47,  of  mon- 
eys'realized  out  of  the  legacy  of  Sarah  Brinker,  deceased,  of 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio  ;  and  still  another  item  of  like  kind, 
dated  June  28,  1880,  of  $100  — legacy  of  Adelaide  E.  Dechant, 
deceased.  These  are  hopeful  signs,  showing  that  the  wants  of 
the  heathen  are  striking  a  sympathizing  chord  in  the  hearts  of 
our  people.  May  this  be  the  beginning  of  a  bright  future  in  this 
department  of  Christian  activity  in  our  Church ! 

The  Board  suggests  the  propriety  of  setting  apart  a  single 
young  man  to  be  an  assistant  to  our  Missionary  in  his  foreign 
field.      In  the  judgment  of  your  Committee  this  suggestion  is 
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worthy  of  the  most  serious  consideration  of  this  Synod,  and  we 
would  recommend  that  prompt  action  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

The  Board  recommends  further  that  four  ministers  and  two 
elders  be  elected  by  this  Synod,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  and 
a  like  number  for  the  term  of  three  years,  as  members  of  the 
Foreign  Missionary  Board,  Your  Committee  would  further 
suggest,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Board,  that 
suitable  anniversary  services,  in  the  interest  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, be  held  during  the  present  sessions  of  the  Synod. 

The  report  of  the  Board  also  announces  the  fact  of  a  donation 
of  S600,  made  by  them  to  the  Indian  Missions,  under  the  care 
of  the  Sheboygan  Classis.  In  this  connection,  it  may  be  a 
matter  of  interest  to  this  Synod,  to  know  that  under  the  auspices 
of  this  Classis,  a  Missionary  School  was  established  in  the 
month  of  December,  1878,  by  the  Eev.  Jacob  Jiauser,  amongst 
the  Winnebago  Indians.  This  school  is  located  seven  miles 
northeast  of  Black  Eiver  Falls,  Jackson  County,  Wisconsin;  it 
numbers  at  present  twenty  pupils,  of  both  sexes,  the  average 
attendance  on  instructions,  given  four  days  of  each  week,  is 
ten.  In  addition  to  this  week-day  school,  a  Sunday-schiol 
has  been  organized,  which  meets  every  Sunday  morning.  This 
Indian  colony  consists  of  thirty  or  forty  families,  who  have 
each  of  them  their  homesteads,  and  are  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  brother  who  performs  this  self-denying  work, 
has  informed  your  Committee  that  the  prospects  of  this  Indian 
Missic^  are  encouraging,  and  that  it  is  well  worthy  the  sujjport 
of  the  Christian  Church.  In  summing  up  our  report,  we 
would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  G-eneral  Synod  does  hereby  earnestly 
enjoin  it  upon  the  classes  and  pastors  of  the  Church,  to  keep 
the  matter  of  Foreign  Missions  constantly  before  the  members 
of  their  charges  and  congregations,  and  suggests  to  them 
whenever  the  opportunity  offers,  the  propriety  of  remembering 
this  interest  in  their  wills. 

Hesolved,  That  this  Synod  authorize  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  to  set  apart  a  young  man  as  assistant  to  our  Foreign 
Missionary,  so  soon  as  in  their  judgment  it  may  be  expedient 
and  possible. 


96 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure  of  the 
interest  taken  by  the  Board  in  the  Indian  Mission  of  Sheboy- 
gan Classis. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Synod  that  a  synopsis 

of  the  reports  of  Brother  Gring  should,  from  time  to  time,  be 

published  in  the  English  and  German  papers  of  the  Church, 

and  thus  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  members  of  the  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  G.  WAGNER,  Chairman. 


Y.     Election  op  Boards  op  Missions. 

1.  Board  of  Home  Missions. 
Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1884. 

Eev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  D.       Rev.  John  M.  Kendig. 

"     Calvin  U.  Heilman.  Elder  Christian   M.  Boush. 

"     Frederick  Pilgram.  "      Abraham  Moyer. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1887. 
Eev.  Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  D.        Eev.  John  H.  Klein,  D.  D. 

^'     George  Wolff,  D.  D.  Elder  William  D.  Gross. 

"     George  W.  Williard,  D.  D.      "     Charles  Santee. 

2.  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 
Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1884. 

Eev.  Thomas  S.  Johnston,  D.D.  Eev.  Charles  H.  Leinbach,  D.J). 

"     David  Yan  Home,  D.  D.    Elder  William  H.  Seibert. 

"     Joseph  W.  Santee,  D.  D.       "     George  Gelbach. 
Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1887. 
Eev.  Benjamin  Bausman,  D.D.  Eev.  J.  H.A.  Bomberger,  D.  D. 

''     Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.  Elder  Eudolph  F.  Kelker. 

"     Nicholas  Gehr,  D.  D.  "     Goldsborough  S.   Griffith. 


YI.     The  Bequest  op  Miss  Sarah  Brinker. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  during  Friday 
afternoon  session,  in  item  8,  reported  that  Eev.  Dr.  Geo.  W. 
Williard  had  been  appointed  to  attend  to  the  matter  of  the 
bequest  of  Miss  Sarah  Brinker.  The  following  report  was 
received  and  adopted  : 
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Your  committee  attended  to  the  trust  committed  to  its  care, 

•antil  the  different  Boards  to  which  the  bequest  was  made  took 

4he  matter  formally  in  hand,     A  good  part  of  the  bequest  has 

•  already  been  paid  over.     Kespectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  WILLIAKD. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

BENEVOLENT  AND  EELIGIOUS  INSTITUTIONS. 

I.     Orphan  Homes. 

1.     Report  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home. 

Fathers  and  Brethren:  —  The  undersigned,  President  of  the 
'Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  would  respect- 
fully lay  before  your  reverend  body  the  following  statement : 

This  institution  was  started  in  a  very  humble  way,  in  1863, 
•by  a  now  sainted  minister  of  the  Eeformed  Church,  He  began 
with  one  orphan,  in  his  own  family.  Although  poor  himself, 
his  sole  trust  for  help  was  in  God,  Help  came.  The  number 
of  orphans  in  his  home  increased.  A  property  was  secured 
for  this  purpose  in  Bridesburg,  Philadelphia.  Meanwhile 
the  founder  and  his  wife  entered  into  rest.  Others  successively 
took  their  place.  As  Bridesburg  was  found  to  be  unsuitably 
located,  the  Board  bought  its  present  property  at  Womelsdorf, 
Pa.,  in  1867.  Although  we  started  here  without  a  dollar  in 
hand,  we  have  since  then  raised  among  the  friends  of  the 
Homo  about  $45,000  toward  its  property,  besides  what  was 
•contributed  toward  its  current  expenses.  The  last  payment 
of  $4,000  on  the  Home  has  recently  been  made,  so  that  our 
property  is  now  free  from  debt. 

Our  farm  consists  or  some  86  acres,  of  which  72  acres  are  in 
a  good  arable  condition.  The  proceeds  of  this  help  much  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  large  family.  The  health  of  the  Home 
has  been  remarkably  good.  The  whole  number  of  our  family 
has  varied  from  80  to  100  ;  among  all  these,  we  have  some 
years,  not  had  a  single  case  of  serious  illness.  During  our 
fourteen  years  at  Womelsdorf  we  have  had  only  two  deaths 
among  the  inmates.  We  now  have  65  orphans.  These  are 
taught  by  two  lady  teachers,  one  of  whom  has  been  educated 
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and  trained  in  the  Home.  All  the  orphans  are  taught  both  the- 
English  and  German  languages,  and  read  the  Scriptures,  sing 
and  pray  in  both.  The  boys  are  trained  to  work  on  the  farm  ; 
indeed,  under  an  overseer,  do  all  the  farm  work.  The  girls 
are  trained  to  do  housework,  so  that  we  now  need  little  hired 
help  in  this  department.  The  Board  aims  to  find  Christian 
homes  in  private  families  for  as  many  orphans  as  possible,  as 
by  this  means  we  shall  be  able  to  provide  for  a  much  larger 
number.  As  nearly  all  the  applications  are  for  girls,  we  find  a 
difficulty  in  procurihg  suitable  homes  for  boys.  Especially  is 
it  difficult  to  teach  the  older  boys  trades,  inasmuch  as  very  few 
mechanics  consent  to  take  apprentices.  We  appeal  to  benevo- 
lent Christian  families  of  sufficient  means  to  take  charge  of  and 
train  one  of  Christ's  homeless  ones.  For  amid  the  hallowing 
surroundings  of  a  private  home,  one  orphan  can  be  more 
effectually  moulded  for  Christ  than  where  fifty  or  one  hundred 
are  together  in  an  institution  of  this  kind.  If  the  families  cf 
our  Church  will  co-operate  with  the  Orphans'  Homes  in  this 
direction,  we  can  provide  for  the  maintenance  and  training  of 
all  our  destitute  orphans. 

The  Superintendent  of  our  Home  is  also  its  pastor.  Although 
numerically  never  very  large,  the  Home  congregation  is  pros- 
pering. Besides  being  instructed  in  the  Sunday-school,  they 
are  also  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism, 
and  on  almost  every  Easter  season  a  number  of  the  orphans 
are  confirmed,  at  their  own  request.  With  great  self-denial 
they  give  liberally  of  the  little  means  which  friends  may  give 
them  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  As  a  rule,  their  general  behavior 
is  better  than  it  has  been  at  any  previous  period.  Since  it  was 
founded  about  330  orphans  have  been  connected  with  the 
Home,  of  whom  137  were  confirmed.  Some  of  our  formei^ 
inmates  have  thus  far  shown  themselves  worthy  of  the  nurtur- 
ing kindness  bestowed  upon  them.  Two  are  talented  and 
useful  ministers  in  the  Eeformed  Church,  a  number  are  teaching 
school,  and  making  themselves  useful  as  clerks,  mechanics  and 
in  more  humble  spheres  of  labor.  Some,  alas,  have  fallen 
away  from  the  good  beginnings  made  here. 
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It  affords  us  pleasure  to  report  that  the  Home  has,  during  its 
history,  received  a  number  of  legacies,  varying  from  the 
contents  of  the  little  savings-box  of  a  sainted  child  to  the  sum 
of  ^5,000,  left  by  a  wealthy  member  of  one  of  our  Philadelphia 
churches.  There  is  a  pious  propriety  in  renfemberiug  the 
fatherless  children  in  one's  will.  In  that  solemn  written  wish, 
which  we  begin  with,  "In  the  JSTame  of  God,  Amen,"  whose 
provisions  are  to  be  executed  after  we  have  gone  to  our  last 
account,  we  do  well  in  classing  those  among  our  heirs  of  whose 
deserving  dependence  God  in  His  Holy  Word  speaks  with  such 
paternal  tenderness  and  kindness,  to  whom  is  classed  among 
the  graces  of  "  pure  and  undefiled  religion." 

Bethany  Orphans'  Home  belongs  to  the  whole  Reformed 
Church.  It  is  yours,  brethren,  as  well  as  ours.  And  yet,  as 
its  managers,  we  wish,  through  this  body,  to  thank  the  whole 
Church  for  all  the  kindness  bestowed  on  this  institution.  With 
us,  as  with  you,  this  is  a  labor  of  love.  And  whilst  we  now 
and  then  meet  with  unpleasant  experiences,  these  are  more 
than  compensated  by  the  uninterrupted  and  marked  favor  of 
God,  and  the  hearty  co-operation  and  sympathy  of  God's  j)eo- 
ple.  We  have  house-room,  but  not  the  means  of  support,  for 
three  times  the  number  at  jDresent  in  the  Home.  The  Board 
appeals  to  all  good  peojDle  to  give  us  more  means,  in  order  that 
we  may  fill  up  our  Home ;  we  appeal  to  Christian  families  to 
adopt  an  orphan  child  and  train  it  up  for  Christ ;  we  appeal  to 
Christian  mechanics  to  take  our  orphan-boys  as  apprentices 
and  teach  them  useful  trades  ;  we  appeal  to  pastors  and  people 
for  their  prayers  to  God,  that  He  may  grant  the  spirit  of 
adoption  to  all  our  orphans,  so  that,  although  without  an 
earthly  father,  they  may  be  made  the  children  of  our  heavenly 
Father,  and  heirs  of  an  undying,  eternal  inheritance,  • 

BENJAMIN  BAUSMAN,  President. 

Daniel  B.  Albright,  Superintendent. 


2.    Beport  of  St.  Paul's  Orphans'  Home. 

Dear  Brethren  in  the  Lord : — St.  Paul's  Orphans'  Home,  lo- 
cated at  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  was  founded  in  1868.  It  has 
thirty  acres  of  good  arable  land,  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
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with  fencing  and  out-buildings  in  good  repair.  The  main 
building  and  wing,  constructed  of  brick,  are  in  good  condi- 
tion. The  extension  of  the  main  wing  is  a  wooden  structure, 
much  decayed,  and  endangers  the  whole  property,  and  should 
at  once  be  replaced  by  a  larger  brick  structure,  at  an  expense 
of  about  $1,500.00 

The  Home  farm  is  fully  supplied  with  all  the  stock  and 
farming  implements  needed  in  its  cultivation.  The  produce 
yielded  last  summer  amounted  to  $750.00  in  value. 

The  Board  erected  last  summer  a  new  two-story  frame 
building,  at  a  cost  of  $700.00.  The  upper  floor  is  occupied  by 
the  school ;  the  lower  is  used  for  bath,  wash,  baking  and 
storage  rooms. 

The  average  number  of  children  provided  for  by  the  Home 
annually  —  fed,  clothed,  schooled,  and  taught  to  work  —  is 
about  40.  All  the  children,  with  but  a  few  exceptions,  thus 
far  graduated  from  the  Home,  have  become  good,  industrious, 
Christian  citizens. 

The  Board  regrets  to  have  to  say  that  a  goodly  number  of 
wholly  destitute  orphans,  must,  each  year,  be  refused  admis- 
sion, because  the  means  for  their  support  are  wanting,  and 
earnestly  prays  for  larger  offerings  from  those  who  love  the 
Lord  in  aid  of  so  noble  a  charity — the  feeding  of  Christ's 
lambs.  The  superintendent,  realizing  the  greatness  of  the 
work  committed  to  his  care,  asks  for  the  prayers  of  the  whole 
Church.     Eespectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Board. 

JOHN  McCONNELL,  President. 


II.     Report  of  Committee  on  Orphans^  Homes. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Orphans'  Homes  presented  their 
report,  which  was  received,  and,  as  amended,  adopted  : 

Your  Committee  on  OrjDhans'  Homes  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  papers  referred  to  them.  The  reports  of  the  Boards 
of  Bethany  and  St.  Paul's  Homes  give  a  full  and  clear 
statement  of  their  jjresent  conditions  and  needs.  Your  Commit- 
tee deems  it  necessary  to  do  more  than  simply  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  said  reports. 

In  response  to  the  action  of  the  General  Sj^nod  at  Lancas- 
ter, requesting  the  Westeru  Synods  to  establish  a  Home  within 
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their  territory,  the  Synod  of  Ohio  hfts  more  fully  entered  into 
co-operation  with  the  Synod  of  Pittsburg  in  support  of  St. 
Paul's,  at  Butler,  Pennsylvania;  and  the  Synod  of  the  North- 
west, at  its  annual  meeting  at  G-alion,  Ohio,  created  a  Board  of 
Orphans'  Homes,  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  Home 
within  its  bounds.  This  Board  has  already  fallen  heir  to  a 
legacy  of  several  thousand  dollars,  to  become  available  after 
the  death  of  the  testator's  widow.  This  Synod  has  good  cause, 
to  rejoice  at  the  progress  already  made  in  this  department  of 
its  work  of  charity.  The  blessings  of  the  Father  of  the  fath- 
erless is  so  certain  to  rest  upon  efforts  in  behalf  of  his  lone 
little  ones,  that  no  one  need  doubt  his  will  and  our  duty  in 
this  direction. 

Your  Committee   submit  the  following  resolutions   for  your 
consideration. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  acknowledges  with  devout  grati- 
tude the  blessings  which  Almighty  God,  oui-  heavenly  Father, 
has  vouchsafed  to  our  Orphan  Homes  in  the  past. 
^Resolved,  That,  commending  anew  the  orphans  of  the 
Church  to  the  Shepherd  of  the  fold,  this  Synod  earnestly  re- 
quests the  synods  and  classes  to  take  such  action  as  may  be 
deemed  best  to  establish  orphan  homes  where  necessary,  to 
enlarge  the  operations  of  those  already  in  existence,  and  to 
promote  the  spirit  of  almsgiving  in  behalf  of  this  noble  work 
on  the  part  of  the  congregations  and  Sunday-schools  under 
their  care. 

■We  also  direct  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  fact  that  no  re- 
port has  been  received  from  the  General  Synod's  Board  of 
Directors  at  this  meeting. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

JOHN"  G.  NOSS,  Chairman. 


111.      Election  of  Board  of  Directors  of  Orphan  Homes. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1884. 

Eev.  George  B.  Eussell,  D.  D.,  and  Elder  William  D.  Gross. 

Member  whose  term  expires  May,  1887. 

Elder  Wm.  F.  Hoffman. 

Members  lohose  term  expires  May^  1890. 

Eev,    Charles  F.  McCauley,  D.  D.,  and   Elder   Andrew   H. 
Baughman. 
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A.RTICLE  XV. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

Nothing  reported  nor  occurred  claiming  Synod's  attention. 


.  ARTICLE  XVI. 
APPEALS  AND  EEFEK:eNCES. 
Nothing  occurred  requiring  the  attention  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XVIL 
COMPLAINTS. 
Nothing  occurred  requiring  the  attention  of  S^jnod. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

CHUUCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Result  of  the  Peace  Movement. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod  during  the 
morning  session  of  the  third  day  (Friday)  of  the  sessions,  re- 
ported in  item  17,  that  the  last  General  Synod  had  ordered  the 
appointment  of  a  Commission,  by  the  several  District  Synods, 
with  the  view  of  considering  the  matters  in  controversy  within 
the  Church  and  of  devising  a  plan  of  amicable  adjustment,  and 
report  to  this  Synod. 

ThereujDon,  the  Peace  Commission,  through  the  chairman, 
Rev.  Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.,  submitted  their  report,  which, 
proposing  a  basis  of  amicable  adjustment,  was  received  and  put 
on  its  adoption.  After  some  discussion  the  rejjort  was  unani- 
mously adopted  by  a  rising  vote,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Report  of  the  Peace  Commission. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States  : 

Fathers  and  Brothers  in  the  Lord  : — The  Commission 
authorized  by  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  at  Lancaster 
Pennsylvania,  A.  D.,  1878,  and  constituted  by  the  concurrent 


103 

act  of  the  six  District  Synods,  in  the  spirit  and  interest  of 
the  original  action,  met  and  organized  in  Harrisburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  26th  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  as  directed  : 

The  weighty  matters  entrusted  to  its  solemn  and  prayerful 
deliberation  by  the  Church,  were  considered  during  the  period 
of  eight  days;  and  after  having  arrived  at  a  unanimous  result, 
under  the  manifest  guidance  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  the  Com- 
mission adjourned. 

Your  Commissioners,  in  now  most  resj^ectfully  reporting 
their  action  to  your  reverend  body  for  adoption,  venture  to 
express  the  hope  that  a  like  unanimity  may  characterize  its 
endorsement  of  the  same,  as  a  basis  to  a  solid  and  endur- 
able peace. 

In  order  to  the  restoration  and  maintenance  of  "the  unity 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  as  one  body  and  one  Spirit, 
even  as  we  are  called  in  one  hope  of  our  calling,  one  Lord,  one 
Faith,  one  Baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above 
all,  and  through  all  and  in  all,"  (Eph.,  IV.,  3-6,)  "  it  seemed 
good  unto  us,  being  assembled  with  one  accord,"  (Acts, 
X.Y.,  55,)  in  the  light  vouchsafed  to  us  of  God,  to  subscribe  to 
the  following  : 

I.     Doctrine. 

The  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  unites  in  the 
confession  of  her  adherence  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  as  set  forth  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  taking  the 
«ame  in  its  historical  (or  original)  sense ;  and  declares  that 
any  departure  from  the  same  is  unauthorized  by  the  Church ; 
and  renewedly  directs  all  her  ministers,  editors  and  teachers  of 
theology,  "  faithfully  to  preach  and  defend  the  same." 

This  action  is  not  to  be  so  construed  as  to  forbid,  or  interfere 
with,  that  (degree  of)  freedom  in  Scriptural  and  theological 
investigation  which  has  always  been  enjoyed  in  the  Reformed 
Church. 

In  presenting  the  above  as  a  basis  for  peace  in  the  Church, 
we  are  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  more  than  this  might  be 
expected.  We  believe  that  the  theological  contest  that  has 
gone  forward  in  our  Church  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
-with  earnestness  and  zeal,  has  resulted,  now  that  it  has  sub- 
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stantially  come  to  a  close  as  we  hope,  in  bringing  the  Church- 
to  a  deeper  apprehension  of  the  truth.  It  would  seem  proper 
therefore,  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  summarize,  in 
some  general  way,  this  result.  We,  therefore,  submit  the  fol- 
lowing, as  embodying  certain  points  on  which  this  Commission 
is  able  to  harmonize,  and  thus  contribute  towards  a  substantial 
agreement  throughout  the  whole  Church  in  the  peace  period 
upon  which  we  are  now  entering  : 

I.  We  recognize  in  Jesus  Christ  and  His  sacrifice  for  fallen 
man,  the  foundation  and  source  of  our  whole  salvation. 

II.  We  hold  that  the  Christian  life  is  begotten  in  us  by  the 
Word  of  Grod,  which  is  ever  living,  and  carries  in  itself  the 
power  to  quicken  faith  and  love  in  the  heart,  through  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

III.  We  do  not  regard  the  visible  church  as  commensurate- 
and  identical  with  the  invisible  church,  according  to  the  Ko- 
man  theory,  nor  do  we  think  that  in  this  world  the  invisible 
church  can  be  separated  from  the  visible,  according  to  the 
theory  of  Pietism  and  false  Spiritualism  ;  but  while  we  do  not 
identify  them,  we  do  not  in  our  views,  separate  them. 

IV.  We  hold  that  in  the  use  of  the  holy  sacraments  the 
grace  signified  by  the  outward  signs  is  imparted  to  those  who 
truly  believe,  but  that  those  who  come  to  these  holy  sacra- 
ments without  faith,  receive  only  the  outward  elements  unto 
condemnation. 

V.  We  have  come  to  a  clearer  apprehension  of  the  fact  that 
the  Christian  life  is  something  broader  and  deeper  than  its 
manifestations  in  conscious  exi^erience. 

YI.  We  hold  the  doctrine  of  justification  through  true  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ,  according  to  which  only  the  satisfaction,  holi- 
ness and  righteousness  of  Christ  is  our  righteousness  before 
God,  and  that  we  can  not  receive  and  apply  the  same  to  our- 
selves in  any  other  way  than  by  faith  only. 

VII.  We  hold  the  doctrine  of  the  ministerial  oflfice,  accord- 
ing to  which  the  ministers  of  the  Church  are  not  lords  of  faith 
but  servants,  messengers,  heralds,  watchmen  of  Christ,  co- 
workers with  God,  preachers  of  the  Word,  and  stewards  of  the- 
mysteries  of  God. 

VIII.  We  hold  the  doctrine  of  the  universal  j^riesthood  of 
believers  over  against   all  Komanizing  tendencies   to  priestly 
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power,  while  we  also  assert  the  proper  recognition  of  the  min- 
isterial office  in  the  Church  of  Christ. 

IX.  We  affirm  our  confidence  in  the  truth  of  Protestanism 
over  against  the  errors  of  Rome  on  the  one  hand,  and  against 
the  errors  of  rationalism  and  infidelity  on  the  other. 

X.  All  philosophical  and  theological  speculations  (in  the 
Church)  should  be  held  in  humble  submission  to  the  Word  of 
Grod,  whichj  with  its  heavenly  light,  should  illumine  and  guide 
the  operations  and  researches  of  reason. 

II.     Cultus. 

With  reference  to  Cultus,  we  recommend  to  the  General 
Synod,  at  its  next  regular  meeting,  the  inauguration  of  meas- 
ures for  the  formation  of  a  committee  properly  representing 
the  different  Synods  and  the  various  theological  tendencies  ex- 
isting in  the  Church,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prejDare  an  Or- 
der of  Worship,  containing  such  offices  as  may  be  required  for 
the  services  of  the  Church,  the  said  committee  to  report  the 
result  of  its  labors,  as  soon  as  their  magnitude  and  importance 
will  allow,  to  the  General  Synod  for  approval  and  adoption,  as 
required  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States. 

And  we  recommend  further,  that, ^pending  the  adoption  of 
such  Order  of  Worship,  the  various  Liturgies  now  in  use  in 
the  Church  be  allowed  in  public  worship,  provided  none  of 
them  be  hereafter  introduced  into  any  congregation  without 
the  consent  of  a  majority  of  its  communicant  members,  nor 
when,  (in  the  judgment  of  the  Pastor  and  Consistory,)  such 
introduction  would  be  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
congregation;  and  that,  until  the  Church  shall  adopt  a  new 
hymn-book  for  the  use  of  all  its  congregations,  any  of  the 
hymn-books  now  approved  by  one  or  more  of  the  District 
Synods,  may  be  used  by  any  particular  congregation  in  public 
worship. 

III.     Government. 

With  reference  to  Government  we  recommend  : 

1.  That  all  the  judicatories  of  the  Church  be  requested,  in 
the  appointment  of  their  Boards  and  Committees,  to  pay  re- 
gard only  to  fitness  for  the  position. 

2.  That  the  General  Synod,  as  soon  as  it  sees  its  way  clear 


106 

and  the  general  peace  and  quietude  of  the  Church  sufficiently 
established,  take  the  proper  steps  for  a  thorough  revision  of  its 
Constitution,  Eules,  and  By-Laws,  in  order  : 

(a.)  To  create  a  more  perfect  organic  relation  between  the 
different  judicatories  of  the  Church  completing  themselves  in 
their  head,  the  G-eneral  Synod. 

(h.)  To  provide  for  a  supervision  by  the  General  Synod  over 
all  the  theological  institutions  of  the  Church,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  du4y  authorized  Committee  or  Board  of  Visitors? 
empowered  at  any  time,  when  deemed  necessary,  to  examine 
into  the  doctrine,  cultus,  and  management  of  said  institutions, 
and  to  report  to  each  session  of  the  General  Synod ;  said  Board 
of  Visitors,  however,  not  to  interfere  with  any  arrangement  or 
authority  of  the  respective  District  Synods,  or  their  boards  or 
committees. 

(c.)  To  provide  some  mode  by  which  all  cases  of  appeal,  in- 
volving only  facts  and  individual  disputes,  shall  be  excluded 
from  the  General  Synod,  so  that  such  only  as  relate  to  contro- 
versies on  doctrine,  cultus,  and  constitutional  construction  may 
be  brought  for  a  final  hearing  before  that  body. 

And  we  recommend  further,  that  the  General  Synod  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Church  at  large  to  the 
importance  of  an  undivided  effort  for  her  extension,  and  to  en- 
gage diligently  and  zealously  in  the  work  of  Missions,  looking 
forward  to  a  more  concentrated  and  co-operative  action  in  that 
direction  in  the  future. 

In  testimony  whereof  we,  the  Commissioners,  representing 
the  different  Synods  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  hereunto  subscribe  our  names,  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, this  third  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Ministers.  Elders.                       Synods. 

Clement  Z.  Weiser,  Daniel  W.  Gross,  '^     Synod   in 

Thomas  G.  Apple,  William  H.  Seibert,  \  the     United 

Franklin  W.  Kremer,  Kudolph  F.  Kelker,  j         States. 

Jeremiah  H.  Good,  Andrew  H.Baughman,  |       Synod 

Lewis  H.  Kefauver,      Benjamin  Kuhns,  |      of  Ohio. 

Herman  J .  Euetenik,     Fredeuick  W.  Scheele,  |  Synod  of  the 
.  Peter  Gredinq,  Henry  Tons,  j    Northwest. 
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John  M.  Titzel,  Christian  M.  Boush,    |       Synod 

Joseph  H.  Apple,  Thomas  J.  Craig,  j  of  Pittsburg- 

Samuel  N.  Callender,  Henry  Wirt,  ^      Synod  of 

G.  William  Welker,       Lewis  H.  Steiner,         j  the  Potomac. 

John  Kuelling,  William  D.  Gross,       1     ^^"^^'^  ^  J^' 

'  j    of  the  East. 

Immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Peace 
Commission,  the  Synod,  with  mingled  feelings  of  solemnity  and 
joy,  united  in  singing  the  doxology,  "Praise  God  from  whom  all 
blessings  flow,"  and  joined  in  special  prayer,  led  by  Rev.  Benja- 
min Bausman,  D.  D.  The  Synod  then  took  a  recess  until  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Soon  after  the  ojjening  of  Synod  in  the  afternoon  on  Friday, 
with  the  view  of  completing  the  previous  action,  on  motion,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  report 
such  further  action  as  is  called  for  by  the  adoption  of  the  report 
•of  the  Peace  Commission. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Eevs.  Benj.  Bausman,  D.  D.,  John 
H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.,  Nicholas  Gehr,  D.  D.,  Isaac  G.  Brown, 
Jacob  F.  Snyder,  Elders  Ephraim  K.  Kremer  and  Henry  Hilge- 
man. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  this  Committee  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  morning  at  eleven  o'clock. 
At  the  appointed  time  .the  Committee  presented  their  report, 
which  was  received,  discussed  and  adopted.  The  report  is  as 
jfollows : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  report  such  further  action  as 
is  called  for  in  the  report  of  the  Peace  Commission,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following: 

Whereas,  There  is  abundant  material  at  hand  for  the  pre- 
paration of  a  Liturgy  or  Directory  of  Worship,  suitable  to  the 
demands  of  the  case  and  the  wants  of  the  Church ;  and 

"Whereas,  For  obvious  reasons  suggested  in  part  by  the 
terms  of  jjeace  adopted  by  this  General  Synod,  it  is  very  de- 
sirable that  the  wants  be  "as  speedily  provided  for  as  possible ; 
therefore, 


108 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  appoint  the  members  of 
the  Peace  Commission  a  committee,  and  that  this  committee  be 
directed  to  enter  at  once  upon  the  work  here  assigned,  and  if 
practicable  to  complete  it  within  one  year;  and  when  complet- 
ed to  report  the  fact  to  the  President  of  the  Synod,  who  shall  be 
authorized  to  convene  it  in  special  session  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  and  acting  upon  the  proposed  new  Liturgy. 

Resolved,  That  during  the  interval  it  be  most  earnestly  com- 
mended that  in  the  use  of  any  existing  liturgies,  as  allowed  by 
the  Peace  report,  all  jDastors  and  congregations  have  prudent 
regard  to  the  spirit  and  tenor  of  the  Peace  compact. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  also  appoint  a  committee  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  provide  a  Hymn -Book  for  the  use  of  the  whole 
English  portion  of  the  Church,  in  order  to  secure  the  desired 
harmony  and  uniformity  in  this  respect;  and  that  this  commit- 
tee be  instructed  to  complete  its  work,  and  report  no  later  than 
by  the  next  triennial  meeting  of  the  General  Synod. 

Under  the  section  of  the  report  concerning  church-polity,  the 
following  is  proposed  : 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  committee  has  understood 
that  a  revised  constitution,  covering  the  several  special  points 
here  named,  will  be  submitted  to  this  Synod,  no  further  action- 
on  this  topic  is  deemed  necessary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
BENJAMIN  BAUSMAN, 

J.  H.  A.  BOMBERGER, 
NICHOLAS  GEHR, 

ISAAC  G.  BROWN, 

JACOB  F.  SNYDER, 

EPHRAIM  K.  KREMER, 

HENRY  HILGEMAN, 
Committee. 

On  motion,  in  regard  to  the  requirement  in  the  third  resolu- 
tion of  the  foregoing  report,  having  reference  to  the  English 
Hymn-Book  Committee,  the  following  action  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  item  be  referred  to  a  special  committe. 
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Resolved,  That  this  committee  shall  consist  of  six  members, 
and  that  they  put  in  nomination  a  double  number  of  candidates. 

The  committee  consists  of  Eevs.  Daniel  F.  Brendle,  J,  Hus- 
ton Bomberger,  Francis  A.  Edmonds,  Aug.  E.  F,  Shade,  Elders 
Wm.  D.  Gross,  and  Ezra  Williard.  This  Committee,  during 
the  afternoon  session  on  Tuesday,  through  their  chairman, 
Eev.  Daniel  F.  Brendle,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived, and,  as  amended,  adopted.  The  election  of  the  English 
Hymn-Book  Committee  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Wednesday  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  and  the  stated  clerk  was 
instructed  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  the  nominations 
printed  for  the  use  of  Synod.  At  the  appointed  time  the 
election  was  held,  Eevs.  Darius  W.  Gerhard,  Michael  Lou<;k8, 
Alfred  Houtz,  and  Elder  John  Bowman  were  appointed  tellers, 
who  received  and  counted  the  ballots,  and  subsequently  report- 
ed that  the  following  persons  were  elected  as 

The  English  Hymn-Book  Committee  : 

Eev.  Benjamin  Bausman,  D.  D.  Eev.  J  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D. 
"  Jeremiah  H.  Good,  D.  D.  "  David  Van  Home,  D.  D. 
"     Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.      Elder  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D. 


Amendments  to  the  Constitution  Adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  in  item  12,  re- 
ported during  Saturday  afternoon  session  that  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  had  been  sent  down  to 
the  classes  for  adoption  or  rejection. 

The  Committee  on  Official  Eeports  of  English  Classes,  during 
Tuesday  afternoon  session,  reported  in  item  1  that  certain 
classes  had  taken  action  in  regard  to  the  proposed  amendments 
of  the  Constitution. 

And  during  the  morning  session  of  the  last  day  (Wednesday) 
of  the  sessions,  the  Committee  on  Official  Eeports  of  German 
Classes,  in  items  3  and  11,  reported  that  certain  classes  had 
taken  action  respecting  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Thereupon,  on  motion,  the  whole  matter. relating  to  the  offi- 
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cial  action  of  the  several  classes  on  said  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  with  the  view  of  securing  a  definite  knowledge  of 
the  facts  in  the  case,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Eevs.  Nero  S.  Strassburger,  Francis  S.  Lindaman, 
and  Elder  John  F.  Orth.  This  committee,  during  the  after- 
noon session  of  the  last  day  of  the.  sessions,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  thfe 
constitutional  number  of  classes  has  adopted  the  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  sent  down  to  them  by  the  last 
General  Synod,  begs  to  report : 

That  official  reports  of  only  thirty-one  classes — twenty 
English  and  eleven  German — were  received.  The  Genei'al 
Synod  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States  contains 
at  present  forty-eight  classes.  Seventeen  classes,  therefore, 
failed  to  report  to  this  Synod.  From  the  reports  received  we 
obtain  the  following  facts  in  regard  to  the  poposed  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  : 

Thirty  classes  adopted  and  one  classis  rejected  the  amend- 
ment to  Article  XXX. 

Twenty-two  classes  adopted  and  eight  classes  rejected  the 
amendment  to  Article  L. 

Thirty-one  classes  adopted  the  amendment  to  Articles  LI., 
LXL,  LXVII.,  and  C. 

Thirty  classes  adopted  and  one  classis  rejected  the  amend- 
ment to  Article  LXXX. 

Twenty-nine  classes  adopted  and  one  classis  rejected  the 
amendment  to  Article  LXXXL 

If  the  seventeen  delinquent  classes  are  counted,  all  the  pro- 
posed amendments  to  the  Constitution  are  adopted  ;  if,  how- 
ever, they  are  not  counted,  then  the  said  amendments  are  not 
adopted. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

N.  S.  STEASSBUBGEE. 
FEANCIS  S.  LINDAMAN. 
JOHN  F.  OETH. 

Committee, 
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Then  the  president  of  the  Greneral  Synod  officially  declared 
that  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Ee- 
formed  Church  in  the  United  States  were  constitutionally 
adopted. 


Eeport  on  the  Eevtsion  of  the  Constitution. 

The  committee  on  the  revision  of  the  constitution  of  the  Ee- 
formed  Church  in  the  United  States,  referred  to  in  item  14,  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  sub- 
mitted their  report  during  the  morning  session  of  the  last  day 
of  the  sessions.  The  report  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : 

The  committea  appointed  at  the  meeting  of.  the  General 
Synod  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  in  1875,  to  revise  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Church,  respectfully  present  this  their  second  re- 
port: 

At  the  Synod  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1878,  the  committee  con- 
tented themselves  with  submitting  a  few  amendments,  which 
were  deemed  necessary,  together  with  an  additional  part  to  the 
constitution,  providing  a  Court  of  Appeals.  A  number  of  the 
former  were  approved  and  sent  down  to  the  classes  for  adoption 
or  rejection.  The  latter  was  laid  over  for  consideration  at  the 
j)resent  triennial  sessions.  Since  the  last  triennial  sessions  of 
the  Synod,  the  condition  of  things  has  so  changed  in  the  Church 
that  the  committee  have  not  only  been  encouraged  but  have 
also  felt  it  their  duty  to  complete  the  important  work  which 
has  been  assigned  them.  They  accordingly  have  drafted  with 
great  care  a  revised  constitution,  based  on  the  principles  laid 
down  by  the  Peace  Commission,  which  they  all  along  conceived 
to  be  the  only  basis  on  which  a  constitution  must  be  drafted, 
which  shall  fully  meet  the  spirit  and  wants  of  the  Church,  and 
add  greatly  to  its  strength,  and  insure  its  future  jDeace  and  pros- 
perity. 

The  proposed  constitution  is  formulated  after  the  order  sug- 
gested by  the  Synod  itself  at  its  meeting  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  in 
1866.     As  it  is  a  considerable  advance  upon  any  constitution 
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heretofore  in  force  in  the  Church,  it  will,  should  it  be  adopted, 
require  considerable  time  to  bring  the  Church  fully  uj)  to  the 
measure  of  its  requirements,  as  was  the  case  with  the  constitu- 
tion now  in  force,  and  which  was  first  adopted  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1846.  In  order  to  reach  this  end  also,  a  proper  degree 
of  mutual  forbearance  must  be  exercised.  A  sufficient  number 
of  copies  of  the  projiosed  constitution  has  been  jDrinted  for  dis- 
tribution among  the  members  of  Synod,  so  as  to  afford  them  an 
opportunity  for  personal  examination. 

The  committee  would  simply  further  add,  that  in  their  judg- 
ment, should  the  proposed  constitution  be  adopted,  there  will  be 
no  necessity  for  the  additional  chapter  proposed  at  the  last  tri- 
ennial session,  creating  a  Court  of  Appeals. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  E.  FISHEE,  Chairman. 

In  consequence  of  the  serious  illness  of  Eev,  Samuel  E. 
Eisher,  D.  D.,  the  committee  adopted  the  following: 

We  recommend  that  the  General  Synod  order  this  draft  to  be 
printed  in  full  in  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  and  that  synods  and 
classes  be  requested  to  give  the  same  a  careful  examination  and 
<ionsideration,  and  also  to  give  an  expression  of  their  opinion 
with  respect  especially  to  the  following  imjiortant  proposed 
changes  in  our  practical  government,  namely:  (1.)  Annual 
sessions  of  the  General  Synod.  (2.)  Election  of  delegates  by 
synods  instead  of  classis.  (3.)  Concentration  of  church  work 
on  Boards  appointed  by  the  General  Synod. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 
JBEEMIAH  H.  GOOD, 

JOHN  H.  KLEIN, 

LEWIS  H.  STEINEE, 

CHEISTIAN  M:.  BOUSH, 

WM.    D,    GEOSS. 
Committee. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

For  the  maintenance  of  good  order  in  the  household  of  God, 
this  Constitution,  with  its  appended  Special  Laws,  is  ordained 
by  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  as  its  fundamen- 
tal Law  in  Doctrine,  in  Government,  and  in  Cultus,  and  is  of 
binding  authority  upon  all  its  Courts,  Congregations,  and 
Members. 

CHAPTER  FIRST. 

OFFICES   IN   TpE    CHURCH. 

'  Article  1.     The  offices  of  the  Eeformed  Church  are  four  : 

1.  The  office  of  Minister  of  the  Word. 

2.  The  office  of  Teacher  of  Theology. 

3.  The  office  of  Elder. 

4.  The  office  of  Deacon. 

Article  2.  A  Minister  of  the  Word  is  one  who  has  been 
called  of  Christ,  and  ordaingd  to  this  holy  office  by  the  laying 
on  of  hands,  whose  duty  it  is  to  preach  the  gospel,  administer 
the  sacraments,  instruct  the  young,  perform  pastoral  visitation, 
and,  in  connection  with  the  Elders,  exercise  Christian  discipline 
in  the  charge  over  which  he  has  been  placed  as  pastor;  or  to 
perform  such  other  duties  in  the  service  of  the  church  as  may 
be  assigned  him  by  the  proper  authorities. 

Article  3.  A  Teacher  of  Theology  is  one  who  has  been 
chosen  to  a  professorship  in  a  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Eeformed  Church,  and  solemnly  set  apart  to  this  office,  accord- 
ing to  the  established  order  of  the  Church,  and  whose  duty  it 
is,  in  conjunction  with  his  associated  teachers,  to  train  young 
men  for  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry. 

Article  4.  An  Elder  is  one  who  has  been  duly  elected  to 
that  office  by  a  congregation,  and  solemnly  invested  with  it  by 
the  laying  on  of  hands.  It  is  his  duty  to  take  part  with  the 
Minister  of  the  Word,  in  the  government  and  service  of  the 
Church. 
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Article  5.  A  l)eacon  is  one  who  has  been  duly  elected  to 
that  oflSce  by  a  congregation,  and  solemnly  invested  with  it  by 
the  laying  on  of  hands.  It  is  his  duty  to  collect  and  distribute 
the  alms  and  other  offerings  of  the  people,  and  to  aid  the  Min- 
ister and  Elders  in  administering  the  general  affiairs  of  the  con- 
gregation. 

CHAPTER   SECOND. 

CONGREGATIONS. 

Article  6.  Every  body  of  Christians  receiving  the  Heidel- 
berg Catechism  as  its  doctrinal  standard,  and  organized  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  and  the  Special  Laws 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  constitutes  a  congregation  of  the 
Eeformed  Church.  • 

CHAPTER  THIRD. 

CHURCH    MEMBERS. 

Article  7.  All  persons  who  have  been  duly  received  into 
full  membership  by  the  proper  Church  Court,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  Church,  are  recognized  as  church  members,  and 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Church  of  Christ, 
and  can  be  deprived  of  the  same  only  by  due  course  of  disci- 
pline. 

CHAPTER  FOURTH. 

CHURCH    GOVERNMENT. 

Article  8.     The  Church  Courts  are  four  in  number  : 

1.  The  Consistory,  including  the  Spiritual  Council. 

2.  The  Classis. 

3.  The  Synod. 

4.  The  Greneral  Synod. 

Article  9.  The  Consistory  consists  of  the  Minister  or  Min- 
isters, the  Elders,  and  the  Deacons  of  a  congregation,  to  whom 
is  intrusted  the  administration  of  its  affairs.  The  minister 
and  elders  alone  constitute  the  Spiritual  Council,  to  which  is 
exclusively  committed  the  supervision  of  the  spiritual  affairs  of 
the  congregation. 

Article  10.  The  Classis  consists  of  the  Ministers  and  the 
delegated  Elders  of  the  pastoral  charges  within  a  certain  dis- 


115 

trict,  designated  by  the  Synod,  and  such  literary  and  theologic- 
al professors  as  may  be  assigned  them  by  the  synods  from 
whom  they  have  received  their  appointment,  and  to  it  is  in- 
trusted the  supervision  of  the  labors  and  deportment  of  its 
Ministers,  and  of  the  affairs  of  the  congregations  within  its 
•530unds,  including  the  work  of  the  Consistories,  and  the  deport- 
ment of  their  members. 

Article  11,  The  Synod  consists  of  the  Ministers  and  the 
Elders  delegated  by  the  congregations  of  the  several  Classes 
within  a  certain  district,  designated  by  the  G-eneral  Synod,  in 
•case  it  meets  in  general  convention,  but  of  the  Ministers  and 
Elders  delegated  by  the  Classes  constituting  it,  in  case  it  meets 
as  a  delegated  body,  and  to  it  is  intrusted  the  supervision  of 
"the  affairs  of  the  Classes  within  its  bounds. 

Article  12.  The  General  Synod  represents  the  whole 
'Church,  and  is  composed  of  Ministers  and  Elders  delegated  by 
the  Synods.  It  is  the  highest  Church  Court,  and  the  last  resort 
in  all  cases  relating  to  the  Government,  Doctrine,  Cultus,  and 
Discipline  of  the  Church.  It  shall  be  know  by  the  title  of  "2Vie 
■General  Synod  of  the  Beforined  Church  in  the  United  Statesy 

CHAPTER  FIFTH. 

DOCTRINE. 

Article  13.  The  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  the  New 
Testaments,  which  are  called  canonical,  being  recognized  as 
genuine  and  inspired,  are  received  as  the  true  and  proper  Word 
•of  God  and  the  ultimate  rule  and  measure  of  the  whole  Chris- 
tian faith.  The  only  book  received  as  an  authoritatis^e  expres- 
sion of  the  truths  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  acknowl- 
■«dged  as  the  standard  of  doctrine  in  the  Reformed  Church,  is 
'the  Heidelberg  Catechism. 

CHAPTER  SIXTH. 

COLTUS. 

Article  14.  The  Sacraments  of  the  Church,  according  to 
the  institution  of  Christ,  are  two:  Holy  Baptism,  and  the 
Lord's  Supper. 
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Article  15.  Confirmation,  Ordination,  Marriage  and  Burial 
are  solemn  Cliurch  Eites,  to  be  sacredly  observed  in  our  con- 
gregations. 

Article  16.  The  order  of  worship  in  the  Eeformed  Churcb 
is  such  as  is  ordained  by  the  Church  authorities. 

CHAPTER  SEVENTH. 

DISCIPLINE.  0 

Article  17.  Christian  Discipline  is  the  exercise  of  the 
authority,  and  the  application  of  those  laws,  which  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  has  established  in  his  Church,  with  a  view  to  pre- 
serve its  purity  and  honor,  and  to  promote  the  good  of  its  mem- 
bers, either  through  amendment  or  exclusion  of  unworthy 
members  and  ministers.  All  Christian  Discipline,  therefore,  is 
spiritual ;  and  nothing  shall  be  admitted  as  matter  of  accusa- 
tion or  considered  an  offense  which  can  not  be  proved  to  be 
such  from  the  Scriptures,  or  the  regulations  of  the  Church- 
founded  on  the  Scriptures. 

CHAPTER    EIGHTH, 

SPECIAL    LAWS   AND    AMENDMENTS. 

Article  18.  Such  Sj)ecial  Laws  shall  be  appended  to  thi& 
Constitution  and  form  an  integral  part  thereof,  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  carry^out  more  fully  the  general  principles  here  laid 
down,  and  shall  be  of  binding  authority  in  the  whole  Church, 
and  capable  of  addition  or  amendment,  only  by  a  majority  vote 
of  the  General  Synod  at  an  annual  meeting,  concurred  in  by 
two  thirds  of  the  Classes, 

Article  19.  This  Constitution  itself  shall  not  be  altered  or 
amended  in  any  article,  except  by  a  two-third  vote  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  at  an  annual  meeting,  with  the  concurrence  of  two 
thirds  of  the  Classes  voting  thereupon.  Those  Classes  omitting 
or  declining  to  vote  thereupon,  or  upon  any  proposed  amend- 
ment or  addition  to  the  Sj)ecial  Laws,  are  not  to  be  counted  in 
making  up  the  result. 
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SPECIAL    LAWS. 

PART  FIRST. 

OFFICES  m  THE  CHURCH. 

SECTION    1. — CANDIDATES    FOR   THE    MINISTRY. 

Article  1.  Every  candidate  for  the  ministry  must  place  him- 
self under  the  care  of  some  Classis,  and  pursue  his  course  of 
theological  study  at  an  accredited  theological  institution  of  the 
Church,  unless  specially  excused  therefrom  by  a  two-third  vole 
of  the  Classis.  In  order  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  ministry 
every  person  must  furnish  the  Classis  to  which  he  makes  appli- 
cation to  be  taken  under  its  care,  with  a  certificate  signed  by 
his  pastor,  or  by  some  other  accredited  minister,  in  case  the 
charge  to  which  he  belongs  be  vacant,  and  four  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  certifying  to  his  good  and  regular  standing 
in  the  Church;  to  his  attachment  to  its  doctrines,  discipline 
and  worship  ;  and  state  that,  in  the  opinion  of  those  giving  the 
certificate,  he  possesses  such  qualifications  as  to  piety,  honesty, 
and  capacity,  as  to  render  him  apt  and  meet  to  receive  the  office 
of  the  ministry  to  the  glory  of  Cod  and  the  edifying  of  the 
Church.  Upon  the  reception  of  such  certificate,  the  Classis 
shall  institute  a  personal  examination  as  to  his  motives  in  seek- 
ing the  Christian  ministry,  and  evidences  of  piety  and  ability ; 
and  if  the  result  be  satisfactory,  he  shall  be  taken  under  its 
<5are  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry,  and  it  shall  exercise  a 
proper  supervision  over  his  studies  and  Christian  deiDortment. 

Article  2.  Every  candidate  for  the  ministry  must  maintain  a 
walk  and  conversation  worthy  of  one  looking  forward  to  the 
holy  office  to  which  he  aspires,  and  shall  annually  furnish  the 
Classis  under  whose  care  he  stands,  a  written  report  of  his 
progress  in  his  studies.  He  shall  also  render  due  obedience  to 
all  the  requirements  of  the  Church. 

Article  3.  A  candidate  for  the  ministry  can  not  perform 
ministerial  functions.     He  may,  during  his  senior  year  in  the 
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Theological  Seminary,  with  the  consent  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
Seminary,  occasionally  preach  to  a  congregation,  when  invited 
to  do  so  by  the  pastor,  or,  in  case  of  a  vacancy,  by  those  who 
have  the  control  of  the  pulpit. 

SECTION    2. — LICENTIATES. 

Article  4.  A  Licentiate  is  a  candidate  for  ibe  ministry,  who 
has  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  before  the  Classis,  and 
has  been  authorized  to  preach  the  Gospel,  with  permission  to 
accept  a  call  to  a  jDastoral  charge  or  missionary  field. 

Article  5.  Whenever  a  candidate  for  the  ministry  desires 
to  submit  to  an  examination,  with  a  view  to  licensure,  he  shall 
present  a  written  request  to  that  effect,  accompanied  with  a 
cei'tificate  of  honorable  dismission  from  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary and  a  recommendation  for  licensure  by  the  Board  of  Visi- 
tors, to  the  Classis  under  whose  suj^ervision  he  stands  at  the 
time  of  closing  his  theological  course  of  studies,  or  to  any  other 
Classis,  which  that  Classis  shall  duly  authorize  to  perform  such 
service  in  its  stead.  Every  such  examination,  when  not  held 
in  the  presence  of  the  Classis,  shall  be  open  to  any  member  of 
Classis  who  may  desire  to  attend,  and  it  shall  embrace  all  the 
subjects  taught  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  which  he  pur- 
sued his  theological  studies.  Yery  particular  attention  shall  be 
paid  to  his  piety,  the  purity  of  his  intentions  in  seeking  the 
ministry,  his  orthordoxy,  and  his  ability  to  teach.  The  record- 
ed report  of  such  examination  shall  not  enter  into  particulars,, 
but  simply  state  the  result  as  satisfactory  or  unsatisfactory. 

Article  6.  In  extraordinary  cases,  and  for  good  reasons, 
applicants  for  licensure  may  be  admitted  to  the  ministry,  wha 
have  not  gone  through  the  full  course  of  study  prescribed  for 
the  Theological  Seminary ;  but,  in  all  such  cases,  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Classis  is  required  to  authorize  the  license. 

Article  7.  The  examination  of  the  applicant  having  been 
sustained,  he  shall  then  be  required,  after  an  appropriate  charge 
to  him  from  the  President,  to  subscribe  the  following  Formula 
in  the  presence  of  the  Classis,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose, 
and  in  charge  of  the  Stated  Clerk : 

"We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  testify,  that  we  honestly  and 
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truly  hold  the  doctrines  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  to  be  the 
doctrines  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  promise,  moreover,  faith- 
fully to  preach  and  defend  the  same.  We  also  declare  and 
promise,  that  we  will  carefully  observe  and  comply  with  all  the 
ordinances  which  ar3  now,  or  may  be  hereafter,  adopted  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Church ;  and  also  that  we  will  cheerfully  and 
readily  receive  and  submit  to  all  their  admonitions  and  decis- 
ions, when  constitutionally  expressed,  so  long  as  we  remain  in 
connection  with  the  Eeformed  Church." 

The  applicant,  whose  examination  has  been  sustained,  shall, 
upon  his  subscribing  the  foregoing  Formula,  be  eniitled  to  a 
Certificate  of  Licensure,  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  the  Classis,  before  which  his  examination  was  held,  with  the 
seal  of  Classis  attached. 

Article  8.  A  Licentiate  is  permitted  only  to  preach  the 
Word:  and  shall  not,  under  any  circumstances,  administer  the 
sacraments,  perform  the  rite  of  confirmation,  pronounce  the 
benediction,  or  solemnize  marriage.  He  is  under  the  care  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  Classis  that  licensed  him,  or  to  which  he  may 
have  been  regularly  transferred.  He  must  attend  its  meetings 
and  give  to  it  a  report  of  his  labors,  but  has  no  vote  in  Classis, 
nor  can  he  represent  it  in  a  higher  judicatory.  The  Classis, 
having  a  Licentiate  under  its  care  and  jurisdiction,  may,  for 
cause  by  it  deemed  sufficient,  though  not  involving  the  moral 
character  of  the  Licentiate,  such  as  failing  after  a  lapse  of  four 
years  to  attain  to  a  position  entitling  him  to  ordination,  and  the 
development  of  a  want  of  adaptation  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Christian  Ministry,  revoke  his  license  at  any  regular  meeting, 
by  a  two-third  vote  of  the  members  present. 

Article  9.  When  a,  Licentiate  has  received  a  call  to  a  pas- 
toral charge,  or  has  been  appointed  to  a  mission,  he  shall 
present  the  evidences  of  the  fact  to  the  Classis,  which  shall 
thereupon,  there  appearing  to  be  no  obstacles  in  the  way, 
proceed  to  ordain  him  to  the  ministry.  Every  person  thus 
ordained  shall  accept  the  call  or  appointment,  in  view  of  which 
he  was  ordained ;  and  no  person  shall  be  admitted  to  ordina- 
tion, who  has  not  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
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Article  10.  A  Licentiate,  who  purposes  entering  upon  a 
missionary  field  on  his  own  responsibility,  or  desires  to  labor 
among  congregations  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  new  charge; 
or  one  who  has  been  a  faithful  Licentiate  for  a  term  of  at  least 
three  years,  and  has  been  called  to  a  professorship  in  an  author- 
ized Theological  or  Literary  institution  of  the  Church,  may  be 
ordained  to  the  ministry  by  the  Classis  under  whose  care  he 
stands. 

Article  11.  Licentiates  from  other  ecclesiastical  bodies  can 
not  be  received  as  such,  but  must  be  examined  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  candidates  for  the  ministery. 

SECTION   3. — MINISTERS    OP    THE    WORD. 

Article  12.  No  Licentiate  or  Minister  shall  be  permitted  to 
go  from  place  to  place  and  jDreach  at  his  discretion;  nor  shall 
any  one  preach  or  perform  ministerial  acts  in  a  congregation, 
without  the  consent  of  the  pastor.  He  is  permitted  to  visit 
and  preach  at  his  discretion  only  in  such  vacant  congregations, 
as  may  tender  him  an  invitation  to  that  effect  through  the 
properly  constituted  authorities. 

Article  13.  A  minister  from  an  ecclesiastical  body,  whose 
doctrine  and  worship  are  in  general  harmony  with  those  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  can  be  received  as  such  by  a  two-third  vote 
of  the  Classis,  upon  presenting  a  regular  certificate  of  dismis- 
sion and  subscribing  the  formula  prescribed  for  Licentiates. 
Those  from  other  ecclesiastical  bodies  must  first  submit  to  an 
examination  as  to  their  orthodoxy  and  purity  of  intentions,  and 
if  the  result  be  satisfactory,  may  also  be  admitted  to  a  full  con- 
nection with  the  Church,  by  a  two-third  vote  of  the  Classis, 
upon  theii;  signing  the  formula  prescribed  for  Licentiates. 

A  minister  from  a  foreign  country  must  undergo  a  probation 
of  at  least  two  years,  before  he  can  be  admitted  to  full  connec- 
tion with  the  Classis,  or  become  pastor  of  a  charge.  He  may 
be  taken  under  the  care  of  Classis,  and  permitted,  under  the 
care  and  direction  of  Classis,  to  supply  a  charge,  which  may 
desire  such  service  frojia  him. 

Article  14.  A  minister,  once  lawfully  called  and  solemnly 
ordained  to  this  office,' is  bound  to  continue  in  the  service  of 
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the  sanctuary  as  long  as  he  lives.  He  is,  therefore,  not  permit- 
ted to  devote  himself  to  a  secular  calling,  unless  there  be  causes 
of  very  peculiar  importance  for  so  doing,  concerning  which  the 
Classis  shall  be  the  judge.  A  call  to  labor  in  the  educational 
or  any  other  direct  service  of  the  Church,  shall  not  be  regarded 
as  a  secular  vocation. 

Article  15.  When  a  minister  is  compelled  by  age,  infirmity, 
•or  long  service,  to  retire  from  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry, 
he  still  retains  a  seat  and  vote  in  his  Classis  and  the  Synods, 
and  the  right  to  perform  ministerial  acts  within  the  restrictions 
laid  uj)on  ministers  without  a  pastoral  charge. 

SECTION   4. — PASTORS. 

Article  16.  A  Licentiate  or  Minister,  who  receives  a  regular 
•call  to  a  pastoral  charge,  shall,  before  removing  into  the  charge 
present  the  same  to  the  Classis  and  signify  his  willingness  to 
accept  it;  and  if  found  in  order,  the  Classis  shall  confirm  it  and 
provide  for  his  installation  as  pastor.  In  the  case  of  Licenti- 
ates, the  acts  of  ordination  and  installation  may  take  place  at 
the  same  time.  No  call,  however,  shall  be  confirmed,  unless 
the  Classis  be  satisfied  that  proper  provision  has  therein  been 
made  for  the  support  of  the  pastor;  nor  shall  any  minisier  be 
installed  over  a  congregation  as  pastor,  which  is  not  in  regular 
connection  with  the  Classis,  and  does  not  recognize  its  subjec- 
tion to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Eeformed  Chuich  in 
the  United  States. 

Article  17.  Every  pastor,  in  addition  to  his  specific  duties  as 
a  pastor,  shall  keep  a  complete  Church  llegister,  according  to 
the  forms  prescribed  for  such  purpose,  by  the  General  Synod, 
of  all  baptisms,  confirmations,  communicants,  receptions  by 
■certificate,  dismissions,  suspensions,  excommunications,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose,  which 
shall  be  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  congregation. 

Article  18.  Whenever  a  pastor  desires  to  resign  his  charge, 
he  shall  give  notice  in  writing  of  his  intention  to  the  President 
of  the  Classis,  and  also  to  the  Consistory,  or  joint  Consistory 
of  his  charge,  at  least  three  months  previous  to  the  time  when 
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the  resignation  shall  go  into  effect,  if  possible;  but  his  resigna- 
tion shall  not  take  effect  unless  confirmed  by  the  Classis.  No- 
minister  can  accept  a  call  from  another  charge,  until  his  resig- 
nation has  been  confirmed  by  the  Classis,  nor  shall  a  pastoral 
relation  be  dissolved,  unless  all  arrearages  to  the  pastor  are 
paid,  or  arrangements  have  been  made  for  their  payment  such 
as  the  Classis  shall  deem  satisfactory. 

SECTION    5. — TEACHERS    OF    THEOLOGY. 

Article  19.  ■  Teachers  of  Theology,  in  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  their  office,  shall  explain  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  defend  the 
pure  doctrine  of  the  Gospel  against  errors.  In  their  instruc- 
tions to  theological  students,  it  shall  bo  their  principal  aim  to 
make  them  well  acquainted  with  the  true  sense  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures  and  to  prepare  them  to  preach  the  truths  of  the 
Gospel  with  true  power  and  effect;  in  which  service  they  are 
required  to  provide,  in  their  different  departments,  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  students  under  their  care,  in  Exegetical,  His- 
torical, Dogmatical,  and  Pratical  Theology. 

Article  20.  As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Teachers- 
of  Theology  be  sound  in  the  faith,  have  the  requisite  ability  to 
teach,  and  possess  the  confidence  of  the  Church,  they  shall,  for 
the  greater  security,  always  be  chosen  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  Synod  or  Synods  jointly,  under  whose  direct  supervision 
the  Theological  Seminary,  in  whose  service  they  are  to  labor,  is 
sustained ;  and  their  election  also  shall  not  be  final  until  it  has 
been  confirmed  by  a  two-third  vote  of  the  General  Synod. 
One  or  more  days  shall  intervene  between  the  time  of  making 
the  nomination  or  nominations,  and  holding  the  election.  A 
Teacher  of  Theology  continues  in  oftice  during  his  life,  unless 
he  becomes  disqualified  for  its  duties  by  falling  into  heterodoxy 
or  vice,  or  by  physical  or  mental  infirmities.  In  such  cases  the 
Synod  or  Synods  jointly,  having  control  of  the  institution  in 
which  he  is  a  Teacher  of  Theology,  shall,  upon  their  attention 
being  formally  directed  thereto  by  the  Board  of  Visitors,  to 
whose  supervision  the  internal  matters  of  the  Seminary  are 
committed,  institute  an  investigation,  and  after  mature  inquiry 
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and  attention  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  decide  as  the 
honor  of  religion,  the  welfare  of  the  Church,  and  justice  to- 
ward the  Teacher  of  Theology,  shall  require  ;■  subject,  however, 
to  an  appeal  to  General  Synod,  in  case  the  charge  preferred  in- 
volved heterodoxy  or  vice.  A  Teacher  of  Theology  who  hag 
spent  his  best  days  in  this  office,  and  has  been  rendered  inca- 
]Dable  of  further  sei'vice  by  infirmities,  shall  not  be  displaced 
from  his  office,  without  having  such  provision  made  for  his 
support  as  his  necessities  may  require,  and  the  Synods,  or 
Synods,  having  control  of  the  institution  in  whose  service  he 
has  been  employed,  shall  be  able  to  make.  When  a  Teacher  of 
Theology  wishes  to  resign  his  office,  he  shall  give  written  notice  < 
thereof  to  the  President  of  the  Board  ef  Visitors  six  months 
pi;evious  to  the  time  the  resignation  is  to  go  into  effect. 

Article  21.  No  person  can  be  elected  a  Teacher  of  Theology 
whose  sentiments  are  not  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
Eeformed  Church,  and  who  does  not  cordially  approve  of  it& 
mode  of  government,  forms  of  worship,  and  distinctive  cus- 
toms ;  nor  shall  any  minister  undertake  to  perform  the  func- 
tions of  a  Teacher  of  Theology,  who  has  not  been  regularly 
called  thereto,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Church. 

Article  22.  Before  a  Teacher  of  Theology  enters  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  be  solemnly  inaugurated  under  the 
direction  of  th6  Synod,or  Synods  jointly,  by  which  he  has  been 
chosen  to  the  office.  At  his  inauguration,  he  shall  solemnly 
affirm  the  following  declaration,  as  by  an  oath,  in  the  presence 
of  Gi-od,  in  a  public  assembly  : 

"  You,  N. N .,  Teacher  of  Theology  elect,  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  of  the  lleformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
at  — ,  acknowledge  sincerely  before  God  and  this  assem- 
bly, that  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments, 
which  are  called  canonical  Scriptures,  are  genuine,  authentic, 
and  inspired  Scriptures;  that  they  contain  all  things  which  per- 
tain to  the  faith,  the  life  and  hoge  of  the  righteous,  and  are 
the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice  in  the  Church  of  God ;  that, 
consequently,  no  traditions,  as  they  are  called,  and  no  mere 
conclusions  of  reason,  which   are  contrary  to  the  clear  testi- 
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mony  of  these  Scriptures,  can  be  received  as  rules  of  faith  or  of 
life.  You  acknowledge,  further,  that  the  doctrines  contained 
in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  are  the  doctrines  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  must  therfore,  be  received  as  in  accord  with  di- 
vinely revealed  truth.  You  declare  sincerely,  that,  in  the  office 
you  are  about  to  assume,  you  will  make  the  inviolable  divine 
authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  truth  of  the  doctrines 
contained  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  the  basis  of  all  your  in- 
struciions,  and  faithfully  maintain  and  defend  the  same  in  your 
preaching,  and  writing,  as  well  as  in  your  instructions.  You 
declare,  finally,  that  you  will  labor,  according  to  the  ability 
which  Grod  may  grant  you,  that  with  the  divine  blessing,  the 
students  intrusted  to  your  care,  may  become  enlightened,  pious, 
faithful  and  zealous  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  who  shall  be  sounid 
in  the  faith." 

Article  23.  Whenever  a  formal  document  asserting  that 
either  or  all  of  the  contingencies  named  in  a  previous  article 
as  disqualifying  a  Teacher  of  Theology  for  the  duties  of  his  of- 
fice, attach  to  any  particular  incumbent  of  the  office,  signed  by 
four  Ministers  and  four  Elders  of  the  Church,  shall  be  presented 
to  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  said 
Board  shall  institute  a  careful  examination  into  the  truth  of  the 
alleged  facts,  and  if  they  find  sufficient  cause  therefor,  shall 
bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Synod,  or  Synods  joint- 
ly, under  whose  appointment  the  Teacher  of  Theology  in  ques- 
tion, holds  his  office.  Should  the  result  reached  by  the  Board 
of  Visitors  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  parties  at  whose  instance 
the  investigation  was  instituted,  they  shall  have  power  to  carry 
uj)  the  case,  by  way  of  complaint,  to  the  Synod,  or  Synods  con- 
trolling the  Theological  Seminaries,  for  revision  and  final  dis- 
position. 

•SECTION    6. — ELDERS. 

Article  24.  It  is  the  province  of  each  Elder,  along  with  his 
other  duties,  to  take  heed  that  the  Minister  together  with  his 
fellow  Elders  and  Deacons,  faithfully  discharge  their  respective 
duties.  The  Elders  shall  aid  in  visiting  the  sick,  and  contribute. 
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according  to  their  ability,  to  the  instruction,  improvement,  and 
consolation  of  the  members.  None  shall  be  elected  to  this  ofl&ce^ 
who  are  not  in  full  communion  with  the  Church,  and  cordially- 
devoted  to  the  service  of  God. 

Article  25.  The  Elders  are  elected  by  the  congregation,  for 
a  terra  of  years,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  polled,  and  may  be 
re-elected  after  the  time  for  which  they  had  been  elected  ex- 
pires. The  number  of  Elders  in  each  congregation,  and  their 
term  of  office  are  determined  by  the  constitution  or  charter  of 
the  congregation.  When  elected  for  the  first  time,  they  shall 
be  publicly  and  solemnly  ordained  to  their  office  by  jDrayer  and 
the  laying  on  of  hands,  unless  specific  objection  be  laid  before 
the  congregation,  which  the  pastor  shall  deem  sufficient  to  just- 
ify him  in  witholding  ordination.  They  shall,  after  their  ordin- 
ation, be  installed  in  their  office,  along  with  those  who  may  have 
been  re-elected,  and  thus  invested  with  the  actual  charge  of  its 
duties, 

SECTION    7. — DEACONS. 

Article  26.  It  is  the  province  of  the  Deacons  in  connection 
with  their  other  duties,  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Minis- 
ter, as  well  as  look  after  the  poor  and  destitute,  and  to  see  that 
the  charities  of  the  congregation,  are  applied  with  proper  effect 
to  their  weekly  and  daily  wants.  They  shall  also  provide  the 
elements  for  the  Lord's  Sapper,  and  maintain  order  in  the  house 
of  God.  The  same  rules  and  regulations  hold  with  regard  to 
the  election,  ordination,  and  installation  of  Deacons,  which  are 
ordained  in  the  case  of  Elders. 

PABT  SECOND. 

CONGEEGATIONS. 

Article  27.  Whenever  a  new  congregation  is  to  be  consti- 
tuted, it  is  necessary  to  secure  the  signatures  of  all  such  persons 
as  are  willing  to  enter  into  such  organization  to  the  following 
memorial  addressed  to  the  Classis,  within  whose  bounds  the 
congregation  is  to  be  located : 

"  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  affixed,  deeply  imdressep 
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with  ths  importance  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  earnestly 
desiring  to  enjoy  its  holy  ordinances,  and  to  have  its  saving  in- 
fluence brought  to  bear  upon  our  hearts  and  lives,  and  upon  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  our  families  and  neighbors,  do  hereby  peti. 

tion  the  Classis  of to  constitute  us  a  congregation 

under  the  name  of congregation  in  the  township  (town 

or  'city)  of county  of and  State  of 

and  declare  our  readiness,  u^ion  the  granting  of  our  petition,  to 
adopt  and  be  governed  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the 
Keformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

{Date.)  [Signed.] 

The  Classis,  upon  the  reception  of  such  petition,  shall,  if  sat- 
isfied as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course,  authorize  one  or  more 
ministers  to  constitute  a  congregation,  superintend  the  election 
of  officers,  the  adoj)tion  of  a  constitution  for  the  congregation, 
and  ordain  and  install  its  officers.  After  the  acts  thus  author- 
ized shall  have  been  performed,  and  then  approved  by  the  Clas- 
sis, the  said  congregation  shall  be  recognized  as  in  regular  con- 
nection with  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Article  28.  In  special  cases,  where  no  difficulties  are  likely  to 
arise  therefrom,  ministers  are  authorized  to  go  forward  with  the 
organization  of  new  congregations  on  their  own  responsibility, 
but  in  all  such  cases,  their  action  must  be  approved  by  the  Clas- 
sis, before  it  can  acquire  proper  validity.  t 

Article  29.  Every  congregation  shall  adopt  a  Constitution 
for  itself,  defining  the  rights  and  duties  of  members  and  officers, 
which,  however,  shall  not,  in  any  article,  be  in  conflict  with  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States. 

Article  30.  Every  congregation  shall  hold  at  least  one  meeting 
annually,  constituted  of  all  the  members  present,  for  the  election 
of  officers  and  settlement  of  its  finances,  and  the  transaction  of 
such  other  business  as  may  be  necessary,  provided  specific  no- 
tice of  the  nature  of  the  business  to  be  transacted,  be  given  to 
the  congregation  by  the  consistory,  at  least  two  weeks  before 
the  meeting  takes  place.  In  these  meetings,  such  communicant 
members  in  good  standing,  as  are  qualified  under  the  charter  or 
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•constitution  of  the  congregation,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat  and 
a  vote.  ■* 

Article  31.  Every  congregation,  either  by  itself,  or  in  connec- 
tion with  other  congregations,  constitutes  a  pastoral  charge,  as 
may  be  authorized  by  the  Classis.  No  congregation,  however, 
belonging  to  a  charge  composed  of  more  than  one  congregation, 
can  withdraw  therefrom  without  the  consent  of  the  Classis. 
The  common  interests  of  the  congregations  constituting  such  a 
■charge,  shall  be  attended  to  by  a  Jomt  Consistory,  composed  of 
the  members  of  the  Consistories  of  the  several  congregations 
embraced  in  the  charge. 

Article  32.  E^ery  congregation  shall  provide  properly  for  the 
sujjport  of  the  pastor,  the  maintainance  of  the  stated  means  of 
grace,  the  establishment  and  management  of  the  Sunday-school, 
and  also  of  the  parochial  school,  wherever  sucn  a  school  is  prac- 
ticable, and,  likewise,  for  regular  meetings  for  common  prayer 
^nd  Scrij)tural  instruction. 

Article  33.  Every  congregation  shall  take  steps,  as  soon  as 
.possible  after  its  organization,  to  become  incorporated,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  laws  of  the  State.  Every  such  act  of  incorpor- 
ation shall  require  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  be  constituted  of 
the  members  of  the  Consistory  of  the  congregation,  provided 
such  arrangement  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  such  congregation  is  located,  and  shall,  in  every  other 
respect,  conform  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  form  of  an  act  of  in- 
•corporation,  approved  by  the  General  Synod.  A  copy  of  it  also^ 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Classis,  under  whose  jurisdiction  the 
•congregation  stands,  for  its  approval,  prior  to  its  being  present- 
to  the  civil  court  for  its  authorization. 

Article  34.  To  the  Trustees  is  committed  the  care  and  control 
of  the  property  of  the  congregation,  whether  real  or  movable, 
monies  or  legacies.  They  are  to  hold  the  property  as  a  sacred 
trust  for  the  congregation ;  to  see  that  the  edifice  is  in  proper 
rejjair,  and  that  it  be  not  used  for  secular  or  improper  purposes. 
In  matters  of  a  general  nature,  such  as  the  purchasing  and  sell- 
ing of  property,  the  borrowing  of  money,  and  the  erection  of 
buildings,  the  Trustees  can  determine  nothing  finally,  but  must 
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have,  to  give  their  acts  binding  force,  the  consent  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  congregation,  assembled  at  a  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose,  of  which  at  least  two  weeks'  previous 
notice  has  been  given  from  the  pulpit. 

PART  THIRD. 
CHUECH  MBMBEES. 

Article  35.  Communicant  members  of  the  Church  are  those 
who  have  been  received  into  full  fellowship  by  confirmation, 
or  have  been  admitted  by  certificate  or  otherwise,  from  other 
branches  of  the  Christian  Church,  or  who,  after  having  lost 
their  membership  through  long  absence  or  continued  neglect, 
publicly  renew  their  profession,  and  have  not,  duly  and  for 
cause,  been  excluded  from  the  Lord's  Supper, 

Article  36.  The  children  of  communicants  are  ingrafted  into 
the  Church  by  baptism,  and  subject  to  its  care  and  discipline. 
It  is  their  duty,  as  soon  as  they  are  old  enough  to  commit  the 
catechism,  and  to  be  benefitted  by  the  minister's  instruction,  to 
become  members  of  the  catechumen  class.  Their  parents  shall 
not  only  afford  them  the  necessary  facilities  for  attending  to 
this  duty,  but  also  seek  to  enforce  its  observance  upon  them,  as 
well  as  encourage  and  aid  them  in  discharging  it. 

Article  37.  It  is  the  duty  of  church  members  to  attend  reg- 
ularly upon  public  worship  ;  to  partake  of  the  Holy  Sacrament 
whenever  administered  ;  to  be  instant  in  prayer  ;  to  be  diligent 
in  the  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  to  be  governed  by  the 
truths  of  the  Christian  religion  in  their  lives ;  to  strive  after 
those  things  which  make  for  peace  and  love  among  the  brother- 
hood ;  to  aid  in  every  way  in  the  upbuilding  of  God's  King- 
dom upon  the  earth  ;  to  contribute  according  to  their  means  for 
the  support  of  the  minister  and  the  benevolent  purposes  gener- 
ally ;  and  to  conduct  themselves  in  all  respects  as  becomes 
Christians. 

Article  38.  Members  in  good  and  regular  standing  in  other 
branches  of  the  Christian  Church,  may  be  received  by  certifi- 
cate into  the  membership  of  the  Keformed  Church.  In  case, 
however,    any  such  may   desire  to    become  members  of   the 
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Church,  and  yet  are  unable  to  procure  a  certificate  of  dismis- 
sion from  the  Church  from  which  they  come,  though  no  moral 
impediment  exist,  they  may  be  received  by  a  renewal  of  their 
profession.  This  does  not  preclude  the  pastor  and  consistory 
from  deciding  in  either  case,  whether  they  shall  or  shall  not  be 
instructed  in  the  fundamental  truths  of  the  Christian  religion, 
as  set  foth  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  then  received  by 
confirmation. 

Article  39.  Members  removing  from  the  bounds  of  one  con- 
gregation to  those  of  another,  shall  obtain  a  certificate  of  dis- 
mission and  connect  themselves  at  the  earliest  opportunity, 
with  the  congregation  into  whose  bounds  they  have  removed. 
Such  certificate  in  all  cases  shall  be  valid  only  for  one  year  from 
its  date,  unless  their  has  been  no  opportunity  of  presenting  it 
to  the  Consistory  of  the  congregation  to  which  the  member  is 
dismissed.  The  amenability  of  the  dismissed  member  to  the 
congregation  dismissing  him,  does  not  cease  until  he  is  received 
into  communion  by  the  congregation  to  which  he  is  dismissed, 
and  when  thus  received,  due  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  by 
the  congregation  receiving  him  to  the  congregation  by  which 
he  has  been  dismissed.  In  the  case  of  an  Elder  or  Deacon  in 
active  service,  his  application  for  dismission  shall  be  regarded 
as  a  resignation  of  his  office. 

PABT  FOURTH. 
CHTJECH  COUETS. 

SECTION   I. — CHURCH    COURTS    IN   GENERAL. 

Article  40.  The  Church- courts  shall  take  cognizance  only  of 
ecclesiastical  matters.  They  possess  the  right  to  require  obe- 
dience to  the  laws  of  Christ  and  his  Church,  and  to  punish  the 
disobedient  by  the  exercise  of  Christian  Discipline,  but  not  to 
inflict  any  civil  penalties. 

Article  41.  A  higher  Court  shall  have  power  to  act  in  cases 
that  can  not  be  determined  by  a  lower  court,  only  when  they 
are  brought  before  it  by  appeal,  complaint,  or  reference, 
unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  lower  court  has  neglected  its 
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duty  ;  and  also  iu  matters  pertaining  to  the  general  interests  of 
the  congregations  it  represents,  and  in  such  things  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  lower  court,  as  are  proper  subjects  of  review. 
A  Classis  has  the  same  relative  jurisdiction  over  a  Consistory 
which  a  Synod  has  over  a  Classis,  and  the  General  Synod  over 
a  Synod. 

No  Classis  or  Synod  shall  occupy  the  same  territory  in  com- 
mon with  another  Classis  or  Synod,  in  the  religious  worship  of 
whose  congregations  the  same  language  is  prevailingly  used. 
German  Classes  and  Synods  and  English  Classes  and  Synods 
are  distinguished  from  each  other  on  the.  score  of  language,  oc- 
cupy each  their  respective  territories,  the  same  as  though  the 
other  did  not  exist,  whilst  due  courtesy  toward  each  other  must 
ever  be  carefully  observed. 

Article  42.  Every  Church  Court  shall  appoint  such  officers, 
besides  a  President  and  Secretary,  or  Stated  Clerk,  as  it  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  proper  transaction  of  its  business,  who 
shall  discharge  the. duties  usually  belonging  to  their  respective 
offices.  It  also  shall  have  the  right  to  determine  its  own  Order 
of  Business,  and  likewise  to  adopt  Eules  of  Order  for  its  own 
government  in  the  transaction  of  business,  provided,  however, 
those  adopted  in  either  case  by  a  Synod,  Classis,  or  Consistory, 
do  not  conflict  with  the  Order  of  Business,  or  Eules  of  Order 
adopted  by  the  General  Synod  for  its  own  government.  When 
any  Church  Court  meets  as  a  delegated  body,  the  delegates  to 
such  Court  shall  be  elected  by  the  Court  whom  they  represent 
from  among  the  members  having  a  seat  in  the  Court  at  the  time 
of  election,  and  in  all  such  elections  at  least  a  double  number  of 
persons  shall  be  nominated.  Those  having  the  highest  number 
of  votes  shall  be  the  primarii,  and  those  having  the  next  highest 
number  of  votes  shall  be  the  secundi,  to  succeed  the  primarii  in 
the  order  of  the  number  of  votes  received  in  both  cases.  Should 
the  seat  of  a  primarius  be  vacant  and  his  regular  secundus  be 
absent,  the  seat  may  be  occupied  by  any  other  secundus  from 
among  the  number  of  the  secundi  present,  in  the  order  in  which 
they  stand  on  the  list  of  delegates. 

Article  43.     Those  who  are  delegated  to  any  Church  Court, 
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must  be  punctual  in  their  attendance  upon  its  meetings  and  re- 
main during  the  whole  of  its  sessions.  All  failures  in  this  re- 
spect, without  suflBcient  reason,  will  subject  them  to  the  censure 
of  the  body  they  represent.  The  expenses  necessarily  incurred 
by  the  delegates  in  attending  to  their  duties  as  such,  must  be 
provided  for  by  the  Court  from  which  they  receive  their  appoint- 
ment. The  Court  to  which  they  are  delegated,  however,  may 
•aid  such  of  the  lower  Courts  in  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
their  delegates,  as  may  find  the  payment  of  the  whole  amount 
"themselves  to  be  burdensome,  by  an  appropriation  from  its  own 
■Contingent  Fund. 

Article  44.  Delegates  from  denominations  in  correspondence 
with  the  General  Synod  have  a  seat  as  advisory  members,  but 
no  vote.  The  same  privilege  shall  be  accorded  to  every  Minis- 
ter and  Elder  of  the  Keformed  Church,  who  may  be  present  at 
any  of  the  meetings  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Court,  though  not  en- 
titled to  a  seat  as  a  regular  member.  Ministers  from  other  de- 
nominations, who  may  attend  any  such  meetings,  shall  be  re- 
cognized and  welcomed  by  the  President,  but  cannot  be  admit- 
ted to  seats  as  advisory  members. 

Article  45.  Any  jDerson,  who  thinks  himself  aggrieved  by  the 
decision  of  a  lower  Court,  in  a  judical  case  of  which  he  is  a 
party,  has  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  next  higher  Court  when  the 
decision  is  not  necessarily  final;  but,  in  that  case,  must  give 
distinct  and  immediate  notice  of  his  intention,  and  within  ten 
days  after  the  rising  of  the  Court  from  whose  decision  he  ap. 
peals,  lodge  with  the  President  thereof  the  reasons  of  his  appeal. 
Should  he  fail  to  appear  before  the  higher  Court,  the  appeal 
must  be  considered  as  abandoned.  And  whatever  is  concluded 
in  the  highest  Court  to  which  the  appeal  can  be  taken,  by  a 
majority  of  votes,  shall  be  considered  as  valid  and  binding,  until 
shown  to  be  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Constitution 
and  Laws  of  the  Church. 

Article  46.  Any  lower  Court,  esteemsng  itself  in  a  like  man- 
ner aggrieved,  shall  enjoy  the  same  right,  but,  in  such  case,  the 
appeal  must  be  made  by  the  Court  as  such  when  regularly  con- 
vened, and  notice  thereof,  with  the  reasons  of  appeal,  must  be 


132 

lodged  with  the  President  of  the  Court  whose  decision  is  appeal- 
ed from,  within  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the  Court. 

Article  47.  No  testimony  in  case  of  an  appeal  or  complaint- 
shall  be  admitted  in  the  higher  Court  which  has  not  been 
brought  before  the  lower,  except  by  the  consent  of  both  parties. 
If  new  evidence  arises,  which  is  likely  materially  to  alter  the 
aspect  of  the  case,  it  must  be  sent  back  to  the  lower  Court  for  a 
new  investigation. 

Article  48.  The  necessary  effect  of  an  appeal  is  to  stay  the 
execution  of  a  sentence.  But  if  the  sentence  passed  be  suspen- 
sion from  Church  privileges  or  deposition  from  office,  it  shall 
remain  in  force,  until  reversed  by  the  higher  Court. 

Article  49.  In  order  to  prevent  vexation  and  delay  in  the 
judicial  proceedings  of  any  Court,  by  means  of  successive'  ap- 
peals in  the  progress  of  any  trial  or  investigation,  the  party 
who  may  consider  himself  aggrieved  by  any  decision  upon  any 
incidental  question  which  may  arise  before  a  final  sentence  is 
pronounced,  may  state  his  objections  to  such  decision,  and  re- 
quire to  have  the  same  noted  in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings, 
to  the  end  that  he  may  avail  himself  thereof  in  an  appeal  from 
the  final  sentence,  without  arresting  the  progress  of  such  inves- 
tigation or  trial.  And,  in  such  cases,  every  decision  objected 
to,  as  well  as  the  objections,  shall  be  distinctly  stated  in  the 
minutes  of  such  Court,  and  sent  up  with  the  ap^jeal  to  the  higher 
Court  for  review. 

Article  50.  Any  member  or  members,  who  have  voted  in  the 
minority  in  a  decision  affecting  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of 
the  Church,  or  the  interests  of  religion,  or  any  member  of  the 
Church,  may  carry  up  such  a  decision  to  a  higher  Court  by  way 
of  complaint  /or  their  examination  and  supervision  ;  provided 
they  have  given  to  the  Court  of  whom  they  complain,  as  in  the 
case  of  an  appeal,  due  notice,  together  with  the  reasons  for  such 
complaint. 

Article  51.  Should  any  of  the  lower  Courts  pass  an  action 
of  censure  or  reproof  uj)on  an  individual,  or  any  party  in  the 
Church,  in  their  absence,  the  Clerk  of  said  Court  shall  give 
those  concerned  immediate  notice  of  such  action ;  and  should 
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they  feel  aggrieved  by  it,  they  shall  have  ten  days  time  from 
the  date  of  receiving  notice,  within  which  to  notify  the  Presi- 
dent of  said  Court,  of  his  purpose  to  carry  the  matter  up  to  the 
next  higher  Court  by  way  of  complaint  and  ten  days  further 
time  for  lodging  with  him  their  reasons  for  such  complaint. 

Article  52.  When  a  sentence  or  any  other  act  of  a  lower 
-Court  is  reversed,  if  the  members  thereof  appear  to  have  pro- 
ceeded according  to  the  best  of  their  judgment  and  with  proper 
motives,  they  incur  no  censure  from  the  higher  Court.  But  if 
it  be  found  that  they  have  been  infiuencedby  improper  motives, 
they- shall  be  dealt  with  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 

Article  53.  No  member  of  any  Court  shall  be  allowed  to 
enter  protest  a  against  any  of  its  acts.  Any  member  who  dis- 
sents from  any  such  acts,  shall  have  the  right  to  require  the 
names  of  all  the  members  present  who  voted  for  or  against  the 
same,  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes,  and  published  therewith 
for  the  information  of  all  concerned. 

Article  54.  Members,  who  have  voted  in  the  lower  Court 
upon  a  case  of  appeal  or  complaint,  shall  not  be  allowed  to  vote 
on  any  question  connected  with  the  appeal  or  complaint  in 
either  of  the  higher  Courts. 

SECTION   II. — THE    CONSISTORT. 

Article  55.  The  pastor  of  a  charge  shall  be  president  of  the 
<Donsistory,  and  also  of  the  Spiritual  Council.  If  there  be  a 
plurality  of  pastoi'S,  they  shall  preside  in  turn.  When  a 
charge  is  vacant,  one  of  the  elders  shall  act  as  president. 
Whether  acting  as  a  Consistory  or  Spiritual  Council,  the  mem- 
bers, in  each  case,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  form  a  quorum, 
shall  have  an  equal  right  to  speak  and  vote  upon  all  questions. 

Article  56.  To  the  Consistoi-y  belongs  the  choice  of  dele- 
gates to  represent  the  charge  in  Classis,  and  the  management 
^nd  control  of  its  temporal  interests,  such  as  the  calling  of  all 
congregational  meetings,  the  ordering  of  collections  for  benevo- 
lent purposes,  the  distributing  of  the  alms  through  the  Dea- 
cons, the  annual  auditing  of  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and 
of  the  Trustees,  and  the  making  due  provision  for  the  support 
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of  the  pastOT.  In  the  calling  of  a  minister,  however,  and  in  all 
matters  of  general  interest,  the  Consistory  can  determine  noth- 
ing conclusively  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  present  at  a  meeting  duly  called  ,for 
the  purpose,  of  which  at  least  two  weeks'  public  notice  shall 
have  been  given.  All  matters  of  this  kind  must  first  be  inves- 
tigated and  determined  by  the  Consistory,  and  then  submitted 
for  final  decision  to  the  congregation.  It  is  the  duty  of  the- 
Consistory  to  keep  a  full  and  accurate  record  of  all  its  proceed- 
ings, whether  sitting  as  a  Consistory  as  such,  or  as  a  Spiritual 
Council,  and  submit  the  same  to  the  Classis  at  its  annual  meet- 
ings for  review. 

Article  57.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Spiritual  Council  to  watch 
over  the  members  of  the  congregation,  to  guard  the  doctrine  of 
Christ,  and  to  maintain  strict  and  wholesome  discipline.  The 
Spiritual  Council  alone  has  power  to  admit  members  to  full 
communion,-  and  to  exclude  therefrom  any  who  may  err  from 
the  faith  or  offend  in  their  morals.  Its  members  shall  be  at  all 
times  vigilant  and  faithful  in  promoting  the  peace  and  spiritual 
welfare  of  the  congregation. 

Article  58.  All  special  meetings  of  the  Consistory  or  Spirit- 
ual Council  shall  be  called  by  the  President,  or  in  his  absence 
or  inability  to  act,  by  t^e  Secretary,  when  requested  to  do  so, 
in  writing  by  a  majority  of  the  members.  The  Minister  may, 
at  any  time,  upon  his  own  responsibility,  convene  the  Consisto- 
ry or  Spiritual  Council  in  special  session.  Of  all  such  meetings, 
however,  at  least  three  days'  public  notice  shall  be  given,  to  all 
the  members,  and  that  business  only  can  be  transacted,  which 
Shall  have  been  definitely  stated  in  such  notice. 

Article  59.  When  a  charge  is  without  a  pastor,  the  Consis- 
tory or  Joint  Consistory,  shall  diligently  seek  for  a  suitable 
Minister.  As  soon  as  possible,  the  Minister  or  Licentiate  selec- 
ted by  the  Consistory  shall  be  invited  to  visit  the  congregation 
and  preach  to  the  people,  due  provision  being  made  for  his 
necessary  expenses.  If  the  Consistory  shall  thereupon  deem  it 
advisable,  they  shall  propose  him  as  a  candidate  for  the  pastor- 
ate to  the  congregation,  to  be  voted  upon  at  a  meeting  called 
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for  the  purpose,  of  which  prcper  legal  notice  shall  be  given. 
The  members  shall  vote  simply  for  or  against  him  as  their 
pastor,  and  if  a  majority  of  the  votes  be  cast  in  his  favor,  the 
election  shall  be  valid,  and  the  members  of  the  Consistoiy,  or 
Joint  Consistory,  shall  make  out  a  call  to  the  Minister  according 
to  the  form  prescribed  by  the  General  Synod.  No  other  Min- 
ister or  Licentiate  shall  be  brought  before  a  congregation  with 
a  view  to  settlement  as  pastor,  until  the  case  of  the  candidate 
already  before  it  has  been  finally  disposed  of 

SECTION    III. — THE    CLASSIis. 

Article  60.  A  Classis  shall  embrace  at  least  three  pastoral 
charges,  and  as  many  ordained  Ministers.  It  shall  meet  annu- 
ally at  such  time  and  place  as  it  shall  have  appointed  at  its  last 
meeting.  Proper  entertainment,  free  of  charge,  shall  be  furn- 
ished by  the  congregation,  in  which  its  sessions  are  held. 
Should  unforseen  circumstances  render  it  necessary,  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting  may  be  changed  by  the  President,  at  the 
written  request  of  two  Ministers  and  two  Elders,  members  of 
the  Classis,  of  which  at  least  three  weeks'  notice  shall  be  given 
in  a  circular  addressed  to  each  of  the  members  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  Classis.  Three  Ministers  and  two  Elders,  or  two  Ministers 
and  three  Elders,  regularly  convened,  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Article  61.  Every  pastoral  charge  is  represented  in  Classis 
by  its  Minister  or  Ministers,  and  one  delegated  Elder,  who 
must  be  furnished  with  proper  credentials.  A  vacant  charge 
is  represented  by  an  Elder.  An  Elder,  however,  delegated  by 
a  congregation,  not  constituted  a  separate  charge,  or  by  a  pas- 
toral charge,  supplied  by  the  pastor  of  an  adjacent  charge,  shall 
be  permitted  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  Classis,  but 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

Article  62.  The  Ministers  and  Elders  assembled  at  the  time 
and  place  appointed  for  the  meeting,  shall,  after  the  opening 
sermon  has  been  preached  by  the  President,  or  some  other 
member  of  Classis,  whom  he  or  the  Classis,  may  designate,  elect 
such  oflScers  not  permanent  as  are  deemed  necessary  to  com- 
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plete  its  organization,  and  then  proceed  with  the  transaction  of 
its  business,  according  to  the  order  laid  down  for  itself  and 
under  the  Rules  of  Order  adopted  for  its  government  in  con- 
ducting its  proceedings. 

Article  63.  As  early  as  possible  after  the  organization  of 
Classis  has  been  completed,  the  President  shall  appoint  the 
Standing  Committees  of  Classis,  called  for  by  its  Eules  of  Order. 
The  reports  of  the  Committees  on  Minutes  of  Classis,  Minutes  of 
Synod,  and  Overtures,  shall  only  exhibit  those  \hings  which 
claim  the  attention  of  Classis,  either  as  subjects  on  which  it 
may  decide,  or  as  considerations,  by  which  it  may  be  guided  in 
forming  a  decision,  but  shall  not  contain  any  propositions  from 
the  Committees. 

Article  64.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  Minister  and  Licentiate  con- 
nected with  a  Classis  to  present  at  its  annual  meeting  a  report 
of  his  labors  during  the  year.  In  case  of  his  necessary  ab- 
sence from  Classis,  the  report  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Stated 
Clerk  in  time  for  the  annual  meeting.  These  reports  shall  be 
written  on  letter  paper  of  the  usual  size,  with  a  wide  margin, 
so  as  to  be  suitable  for  binding  in  volumes,  for  which  purpose 
they  shall  be  carefully  preserved  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  Those 
of  the  pastor  shall  embi*ace  a  full  summarj^  of  their  ministerial 
and  pastoral  labors  during  the  year,  in  which  specific  reference 
shall  be  made  to  what  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  catechising 
the  young,  and  introducing  members  into  the  Church  according 
to  ihe  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  ;  to  the  ex- 
tenfand  results  of  family  visitation,  and  to  the  enforcement  of 
discipline,  so  as  to  keep  unworthy  persons  from  partaking  of 
the  Lord's  Supper.  They  shall  also  contain  a  summary  state- 
ment of  the  moral  condition  of  the  charge,  accompanied  with  a 
full  and  accurate  report  of  its  statistics.  At  the  same  time  the 
Elder  of  the  charge  shall  be  asked  for  additional  facts,  if  he  has 
any  to  state,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  extent  to  which  the  stip- 
ulations in  the  temporal  contract  of  the  charge  with  the  pastor 
are  met.  The  President  or  any  member  of  Classis  may  ask 
the  pastor  and  Elder  such  questions  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary to  elicit  some  desired  information.     In    case  a  charge  be 
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-without  a  pastor,  the  statistical  report  for  the  year  shall  be  furn- 
ished by  the  Consistory  or  joint  Consistory.  From  the  infor- 
mation thus  obtained  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  Keligion 
and  Statistics  shall  prepare  a  report  to  be  laid  before  the  Synod, 

Article  65.  In  the  Classis  is  invested  the  power  to  examine 
and  license  candidates  for  the  ministry  ;  to  ordain  such  as  have 
been  licensed  ;  to  constitute  and  dissolve  pastoral  relations  ;  to 
dismiss  ministers ;  to  depose  or  otherwise  punish,  according  to 
his  desert,  a' member  of  its  own  body  ;  to  re- instate  a  minister 
whom  it  has  suspended  or  deposed,  when  trustworthy  evidence 
of  repentance  and  reformation  appears.  It  reviews  the  record 
of  the  congregations,  and  approves  or  censures  them  ;  decides 
<3a8es  of  appeal  or  complaint  from  the  Consistories,  as  well  as 
all  cases  respecting  ministers  or  congregations,  which  may 
arise  within  its  jurisdiction  and  are  regularly  brought  before 
it :  such  as  constituting  of  new  congregations ;  the  determining 
of  boundaries  of  congregations  and  charges ;  the  decision  of 
•controversies  between  existing  congregations;  the  iorming,  re- 
constructing, or  dissolving  of  charges,  as  may  be  requested,  or 
the  Classis  may  deem  expedient. 

Article  66.  No  Minister  or  Licentiate  can  be  received  by  a 
Classis  until  he  shall  have  presented  a  certificate  of  dismission 
from  the  Classis  to  which  he  last  belonged,  and  no  reception  of 
a  minister  from  another  denomination  shall  be  final  until  it  is 
confirmed  by  the  Synod.  A  minister  dismissed  by  a  Classis 
■continues  amenable  to  it  until  he  is  received  by  the  body  to 
■which  he  is  dismissed,  and  when  so  received,  immediate  official 
notice  shall  be  given  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Classis  by 
which  he  has  been  dismissed.  No  Classis  shall  refuse  to 
receive  a  minister  honorably  dismissed  to  it  by  another, 
unless  there  be  manifest  grounds  of  objection  against  his 
doctrine  or  murals,  in  which  case  the  certificate  of  dismissal 
shall  be  returned  to  the  Classis  with  a  specific  statement  of  the 
grounds  of  objection  ;  whereupon  the  Classis  shall  take  these 
objections  into  consideration,  and  if  it  find  no  sufficient  reason 
to  change  its  action,  the  whole  question  shall  be  referred  to  the 
■Synod  for  decision. 
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Article  67.  Whenever  a  Minister  or  Licentiate  wilfully  neg- 
lects to  attend  the  annual  meetings  of  his  Classis,  or  fails  to  re- 
port to  it  for  three  years  in  succession,  he  renders  himself  liable- 
to  susj^ension  from  oflfice,  and  the  Classis  shall  at  once  cite  him 
for  trial,  and  proceeds  in  his  case  according  to  the  Laws  of  the 
Church. 

Article  68.  The  President  of  Classis  may,  whenever  he  shall 
deem  it  necessary,  on  his  own  re8j)onsibility,  call  a  special 
meeting,  of  Classis  through  a  circular  addressed  to  each  member 
at  least  two  weeks  before  the  meeting  takes  place.  Whenever 
requested  by  two  Ministers  and  two  Elders  of  the  Classis  in 
writing  to  call  a  special  meeting,  he  shall  not  refuse  to  do  so,  if 
assured  that  the  party  or  parties  for  whose  benefit  it  is  called 
will  provide  for  the  expenses  attending  such  meeting.  In  case 
of  the  death  or  removal  of  the  President,  or  the  business  to  be 
transacted  implicates  him,  the  power  of  calling  the  meeting  in- 
vests in  the  next  highest  officer,  the  Treasurer  excepted.  Should 
the  same  contingencies  exist  with  respect  to  them,  two  Ministers 
and  two  Elders,  members  of  the  Classis,  can  call  such  meeting. 
In  all  special  meetings  only  such  business  can  be  transacted  as 
shall  have  been  definitely  stated  in  the  call. 

The  President,  Stated  Clerk,  and  a  third  person  to  be  annu- 
ally elected  by  the  Classis,  shall  constitute  an  Executive  Commit- 
tee, to  represent  the  Classis  in  the  interval  between  its  annual 
sessions,  and  execute  its  acts,  for  which  provision  has  not  oth- 
erwise been  made.  It  shall  also  have  power,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  Classis,  in  cases  free  from  all  objection,  to  dissolve; 
pastoral  relations,  dismiss  and  receive  Ministers  and  Licentiates^ 
aid  vacant  congregations  in  securing  pastors  and  procuring  sup- 
plies, and  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  interests  of  the- 
Church,  within  the  bounds  of  Classis.  The  President  shall,  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  present  a  full  report  of  the  doings  of  the. 
Committee  to  Classis  for  its  revision  and  action. 

Article  69.  The  Stated  Clerk,  in  connection  with  his  other 
duties,  shall  have  charge  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Classis- 
and  issue  all  official  documents  of  Classes,  signed  by  himself 
and  the  President,  with  the   seal  of  Classis  affixed.     He  shall 
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also  regularly  transmit  to  the  9ynod  for  its  use  at  its  annual 
meetings,  a  certified  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  all  the  meetings  held 
during  the  year,  in  the  form  and  order  required  by  the  Rules  of 
Synod.  He  shall  also  furnish  pastoral  charges  and  individuals 
with  a  certified  copy  ot  any  proceedings  which  may  have  been 
had,  in  which  they  are  specially  concerned,  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible date. 

SECTION    IV.       THE    SYNOD. 

Article  70.  At  least  four  adjacent  Classes  are  required  to  con- 
stitute a  Synod,  whether  it  be  an  English  or  German  Synod.  It 
shall  meet  annually,  either  in  general  convention  or  as  a  dele- 
gated body,  to  be  determined  by  itself,  as  well  as  the  basis  of 
representation,  in  case  the  latter  be  adopted,  "with  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds  of  the  Classis  constituting  the  Synod.  In 
case  the  delegate  system  be  adopted,  the  Synod  may  still  meet 
in  general  convention,  whenever  it  shall  have  resolved  to  do  so 
at  the  previous  annual  meeting.  Any  number  of  members  con- 
vened at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  the  meeting,  in  which 
a  majority  of  the  Classes  constituting  the  Synod  are  represent- 
ed and  of  whom  at  least  one-third  are  Elders,  shall  be  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 

.  Article  71.  The  Annual  Sessions  of  Synod  shall  be  opened 
by  the  President,  or  a  member  of  Synod  designated  by  himself 
or  the  Synod,  with  a  sermon,  at  the  close  of  which  the  Synod 
shall  be  constituted  by  prayer.  The  roll  of  members  present 
shall  then  be  made  out,  and  its  officers,  not  permanent,  chosen, 
after  which  it  shall  proceed  to  business,  which  shall  be  trans- 
acted after  the  Order  of  Business  laid  down  for  itself,  and  under 
the  Rules  of  Order  adopted  by  itself  for  such  purpose. 

Article  72.  Each  Synod  shall  annually  review  the  proceed- 
ings of  its  own  Classes.  The  report  of  its  Committee  on  this 
subject  shall  embrace  the  following  topics  :  « 

1.)  Things  Censurable,  either  as  a  violatien  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Laws  of  the  Chur  oh,  an  offense  against  propriety,  or 
a  neglect  of  duty. 

2.)     Requests  and  References  from  the  Classes  to  the  Synod. 
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3.)  Appeals  and  Complaints  to  Synod  occuring  in  the  Min- 
utes of  Classes. 

4.)  Decisions  of  Cla'^ses  on  subjects  referred  to  them  by  the 
Synod  and  the  General  Synod. 

5.)  Licensures,  Ordinations,  Ministers  received,  dismissed,  sus- 
pended or  deposed  by  each  Classis. 

6.)  Time  and  place  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Classis,  its 
President,  Stated  Clerk,  Treasurer,  and  number  of  Copies  of  Min- 
utes requested. 

Each  Synod  has  the  jjower  to  receive  and  determine  appeals 
and  complaints  from  the  Classes  ;  to  give  advice  in  a  case  refer- 
red to  it  by  a  Classis ;  to  establish  new  Classes  within  its  own 
limits,  and  to  determine  all  controversies  between  Classes  and 
between  Ministers  and  Congregations  of  two  or  more  Classes. 
An  existing  Classis,  however,  cannot  be  dissolved  or  any  part 
of  it  united  to  another,  without  its  own  consent.  The  decision 
of  S3'nod  in  cases  of  appeal  or  complaint  shall  be  final,  except 
in  matters  affecting  the  Doctrine,  Cultus  and  Constitution  of  the 
Church. 

Article  73.  Each  Synod  by  itself  or  in  connection  with  one  or 
more  adjacent  Synods,  w^ith  the  consent  of  the  General  Synod, 
may  establish  and  maintain  such  Colleges  and  other  Literary 
Institutions  as  it  may  deem  necessary,  and  shall  have  full  con- 
trol over  them  in  all  respects.  The  Professors  and  other  officers 
of  such  institutions  shall  be  amenable  for  the  discharge  of  their 
official  duties  only  to  the  Synod  or  Synods  by  which  they  are 
sustained. 

Article  74.  Each  Synod  may  also  by  itself  or  in  connection 
with  one  or  more  adjacent  Synods,  with  the  consent  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod,  establish  and  maintain  a  Theological  Seminary,  the 
Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of  which  shall  be  elected  by 
themselves,  who  shall  annually  submit  to  them  a  report  of  their 
work.  The  Professors  for  the  several  chairs  which  may  be 
created,  shall  be  chosen  in  the  manner  already  prescribed  in 
these  Special  Laws. 

Article  75.  Each  Synod  shall  give  proper  attention  to  the 
education  of  pious  young  men  for  the  Gospel  Ministry  and  to 
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the  work  of  Home  Missions,  Church  Extension  and  Foreign 
Missions.  For  the  more  eflScient  discharge  of  this  duty,  it  may 
entrust  the  management  of  each  of  these  interests  to  a  special 
Commission  or  Board,  which  shall  be  auxiliary  in  each  case  to- 
the  kindred  Board  of  the  General  Synod,  and  do  their  work 
through  it,  retaining,  however,  the  privilege  of  suggesting  to 
what  persons,  congregations  or  missions,  as  the  case  may  be,  to 
which  the  funds  furnished  by  them  may  be  aj^plied,  which  sug- 
gestions shall  be  respected  by  the  General  Synod's  Board,  as  far 
as  practicable.  These  several  Commissions  or  Boards  shall  an- 
nually furnish  a  report  of  their  work  to  the  Synod  by  which 
they  are  appointed. 

Article  76.  A  special  meeting  of  Synod  may  be  called  by  the 
President  at  the  request  of  four  ministers  and  four  elders,  mem- 
bers of  Synod,  which  request  shall  be  in  writing  and  specify  the 
particular  business  to  be  transacted.  Notice  of  such  special 
meeting  shall  be  given  to  the  members  of  Synod  by  circular, 
stating  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  and  the  business  to  be 
transacted,  issued  by  the  Stated  Clerk,  at  the  direction  of  the 
President,  at  least  three  weeks  prior  to  the  time  of  such  meet- 
ting.  Only  such  business  can  be  transacted  at  such  meeting,  a& 
is  specifically  stated  in  the  call,  and  the  Synod  can  be  constituted 
only  of  such  persons  as  were  authorized  to  participate  in  its 
proceedings  at  the  immediately  previous  annual  sessions. 

Article  77.  All  credentials,  calls  to  Professors,  and  agree- 
ments to  which  the  Synod  is  a  party,  shall  be  signed  by  the 
President  and  Stated  Clerk,  with  the  seal  of  Synod  attached. 
The  latter  shall  subscribe  all  extracts  from  the  Eecords  of  Syn- 
od, and  have  charge  of  the  records,  papers  and  seal  of  Synod ; 
and  shall  also  submit  two  or  more  copies  of  its  proceedings  at 
every  meeting  held  during  the  year,  duly  authenticated,  to  the 
General  Synod  at  its  regular  annual  meeting  for  examination 
and  review. 

SECTION    8. — THE    GENERAL    SYNOD. 

Article  78.  In  the  General  Synod,  each  Synod  is  entitled  to 
be  represented  by  one  Minister  and  one  Elder  for  every  twenty 
Ministers  and  fraction  thereof,  constituting  the  roll  of  said  Synod^ 
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who,  in  order  to  be  admitted  to  their  seats,  must  present  to  the 
Stated  Clerk  official  evidence  of  their  appointment  by  Synod. 
At  no  time  shall  the  aggregate  number  of  delegates  entitled  to 
seats  exceed  sixty  Ministers  and  sixty  Elders.  Should  the  ag- 
gregate number  of  representatives  on  the  basis  here  laid  down 
at  any  time  reach  the  maximum  number  designated,  they  shall 
then  be  distributed  by  the  General  Synod  amongst  the  several 
Synods  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Ministers  making  up  the 
general  roll  of  each  Synod.  In  the  appointment  of  delegates, 
the  Synods  shall  have  a  special  regard  to  their  fitness  for  the 
position  to  which  they  are  appointed,  and  also  endeavor  to  have 
each  of  their  several  Classes  represented  in  their  delegation  as 
far  as  practicable.  Twenty-four  delegates  convened  at  the  time 
and  place  appointed  for  the  meeting,  in  which  number  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Synods  are  represented,  and  one-third  of  whom 
at  least  are  Elders,  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business. 

Article  79.  The  General  Synod  shall  meet  annually  at  such 
time  and  place  as  shall  be  fixed  upon  at  the  preceding  meeting. 
The  meeting  shall  be  opened  with  a  sermon  by  the  President  of 
the  previous  General  Synod,  or  a  minister  of  the  Eeformed 
Church,  designated  by  the  President  or  the  General  Synod. 
After  the  sermon,  the  sessions  shall  be  ojjened  with  prayer ;  the 
roll  of  members  made  out,  and  the  officers  not  permanent 
chosen.  The  business  of  the  General  Synod  shall  be  transacted 
after  an  Order  of  Business  adopted  by  itself,  and  under  such 
Rules  of  Order  not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution  and  the 
appended  Special  Laws,  as  it  may  adopt  for  its  government  in 
the  transaction  of  business.  This  Order  of  Business  and  these 
Eules  of  Order  may  be  changed  or  amended  by  a  two-third 
vote  of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting.  A.  special 
meeting  of  the  General  Synod  may  be  called  by  the  President, 
when  requested  to  do  so  in  writing  by  as  many  ministers  and 
elders  and  with  the  same  qualifications,  as  are  required  to  con- 
stitute a  quorum  at  a  regular  meeting,  public  notice  of  which  in 
the  periodicals  of  the  Church,  shall  be  given  at  least  four  weeks 
before  such  meeting  takes  place,  sjjecifying  the  particular  busi- 


143 

ness  to  be  transacted,  and  only  the  business  thus  specified,  and  no 
•other,  can  be  transacted  at  such  meeting. 

Article  80.  The  General  Synod  shall  review  the  proceedings 
of  the  Synods,  and  approve  or  disapprove  of  their  acts.  It  has 
power  to  maintain  a  correspondence  with  Sister  Churches,  to 
receive  and  determine  appeals  and  complaints,  within  the  limits 
laid  down  in  this  Constitution  and  these  Special  Laws,  an^i  ac- 
cording to  the  order  constitutionally  adopted  for  such  purpose  ; 
and  also  to  give  counsel  in  cases  referred  to  it  by  one  or  more 
Synods.  It  may  likewise,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of 
four  adjacent  jClasses,  all  of  which  must  belong  either  to  the 
English  or  German  portion  of  the  Church,  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  Synod  or  Synods  within  whose  bounds  they  lie,  consti- 
tute them  a  Synod. 

Article  81.  The  General  Synod  may  maintain  a  General  In- 
stitution of  Learning,  which  shall  embrace  at  least  the  depart- 
ments of  a  full  College  and  a  regular  Theological  Seminary,  to 
be  located  at  some  prominent  accessible  point.  These  depart- 
ments shall  be  governed  by  an  act  or  acts  of  incorporation  ap- 
proved by  the  General  Synod.  In  the  department  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  the  election  of  the  professors  and  control  of 
its  internal  affairs  shall  be  specially  reserved  to  the  General 
Synod.  Besides  the  right  reserved  to  the  General  Synod  to  ap- 
prove or  disapprove  of  the  appointment  to  a  professorship  in  a 
Theological  Seminary  sustained  and  controlled  by  one  or  more 
Synods,  it  shall  appoint  a  committee,  the  members  of  which 
may  be  changed  from  time  to  time  at  its  annual  sessions,  as  it 
may  see  fit,  consisting  of  at  least  five  ministers  from  as  many 
different  Synods,  which  shall  be  known  as  the  Committee  of 
Supervision  of  Theological  Seminaries,  who  shall  be  empowered 
at  any  time,  when  deemed  by  them  proper  or  necessary,  to  ex- 
amine into  the  doctrine,  cultus,  and  internal  management  of 
any  one  or  all  of  the  Theological  Seminaries  recognized  or 
-authorized  by  the  General  Synod,  and  report  their  proceedings 
to  the  General  Synod  at  its  next  annual  sessions  ;  and  if  any- 
thing be  reported,  '^hich,  in  the  judgment  of  the  General 
Synod,  requires  attention,  it  shall   take   measures   to   have   it 
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brought  to  the  notice  of  such  Synod,  or  Board,  or  Committee^ 
as  may  have  jurisdiction  in  the  case.  The  said  Committee 
shall  not,  however,  interfere  with  any  legitimate  arrangement 
or  authority  of  the  respective  Synods  or  their  Boards  or  Com- 
mittees. 

Article  82.  The  General  Synod  shall  give  all  due  attention 
to  the  work  of  Beneficiary  Education,  Home  Missions,  Foreign 
Missions,  and  Church  Extension,  each  of  these  interests  to  be 
managed  and  controlled  by  a  specific  Board  appointed  by  the 
General  Synod,  according  to  the  provision  made  for  such  pur- 
pose in  the  Charter  or  Constitution  obtained  or  adopted  by  each 
Board  for  their  government,  with  the  appi'oval  of  the  General 
Synod,  and  shall  submit  a  report  of  their  work  and  proceedings 
to  the  General  Synod  at  each  of  its  annual  sessions. 

Article  83.  The  General  Synod  shall  maintain  a  General 
Board  of  Publication,  to  be  properly  located  and  to  do  its  work 
under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  incorporation  approved  by  the 
General  Synod.  The  particular  object  of  the  Board  shall  be  the 
publication  and  sale  of  such  works,  permanent  and  periodical, 
as  are  adapted  to  promote  sound  learning  and  true  religion  in 
Sunday-schools  and  among  Church  members,  and  as  the  wants 
of  the  Church  may  demand.  The  General  Synod  alone  shall 
appoint  and  have  control  over  those  who  fill  the  position  of 
editor  in  either  of  the  departments.  Depositories  for  the  sale 
of  books,  at  the  same  rates  at  which  they  are  sold  at  the  Publi- 
cation House,  may  be  established  at  other  points,  in  case  it  be 
deemed  expedient  to  do  so  by  the  Board  or  General  Synod. 
The  Board  shall  annually  submit  to  the  General  Synod  a  full 
statement  of  its  condition  and  of  its  operations  during  the  year. 
If  it  be  deemed  advisable,  the  General  Synod  may  also  author- 
ize and  maintain  a  separate  Board  of  Publication,  to  which 
shall  be  committed  exclusively  the  publication  interests  as  they 
relate  to  the  German  portion  of  the  Church,  which  Board  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  those  prescribed 
for  the  General  Board  ordered  to  be  maintained  in  the  jjreced- 
ing  part  of  this  article. 

Article  84.     The  General  Synod  shall  cause  to  be  prepared,. 
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■with  power  to  altar  or  amend  the  same  at  any  time  by  a  two- 
third  vote  of  the  members  present  at  a  regular  meeting,  forlhe 
guidance  of  the  congregations  and  the  several  Church  Courts, 
forms  of  a  Charter  for  a  Congregation ;  a  Constitution  for  a 
Congregation  ;  a  Constitution  for  a  Joint  Consistory ;  Certificate 
of  Licensure;  Testimonials  of  Ordination;  Certificate  of  Dis- 
mission of  a  Minister ;  Call  to  a  Minister;  Call  to  a  Professor  of 
Theology;  Certificate  of  Dismission  of  a  Church  Member; 
Certificate  of  Marriage ;  Statistical  Keport  of  a  Pastoral 
Charge ;  Statistical  Eeport  of  a  Classis ;  Statistical  Eeport 
of  a  Synod;  A  Church  Eegister;  Citation  of  an  Accused 
Person  ;  Citation  of  a  Witness  ;  and  such  other  forms  as  may 
from  time  to  time,  be  deemed  expedient. 

Article  85.  All  proposed  ordinances,  or  changes  in  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  Church,  such  as  this  Constitution,  and  Special 
Laws,  a  Catechism,  a  Hymn-book  and  a  Liturgy  or  Order  of 
Worship,  must  first  be  approved  by  the  General  Synod  and  then 
submitted  to  all  the  Classes  for  adoption  or  rejection.  When 
such  proposed  amendment  or  addition  relates  to  this  Constitu- 
tion or  these  appended  Special  Laws,  it  shall,  before  being  sent 
down  to  the  Classes  for  their  action,  be  submitted  to  a  judicious 
committee,  with  a  view  to  have  it  so  framed  as  to  sentiment  and 
language,  as  shall  make  it  harmonize  with  the  other  unchanged 
portions  of  the  Constitution  or  Special  Laws,  and  as  shall  also 
fully  preserve  a  perfect  symmetry  both  as  to  style  and  wording. 
If,  at  the  next  annual  session  of  the  General  Synod,  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  any  such  proposed  ordinances  or  changes  of  an  ordi- 
nance has  been  adopted,  by  the  number  required  by  this  Con- 
stitution to  give  it  binding  force,  the  General  Synod  shall  declare 
the  fact,  and  shall  thereupon  be  valid  as  an  ordinrnce  of  the 
Church.  It  shall,  therefore,  be  the  duty  of  every  Classes  to 
decide  upon  such  ordinance  or  amendment  at  its  first  regular 
meeting,  after  it  shall  have  been  proposed  by  the  General 
Synod ;  and  each  Synod  shall,  in  its  official  review  of  the 
Minutes  of  Classes,  distinctly  record  the  precise  action  of  each 
Classis  in  its  connection,  upon  such  proposed  ordinance  or 
amendment,  at  the  same  time  noting  such  Classes,  if  any,  as 
may  have  omitted  to  take  action  upon  it. 

10 


146 

PABT   FIFTH. 

CULTUS. 

SECTION    1. — THE    SACRAMENTS. 

Article  86.  The  children  of  communicant  members  shall  be 
received  into  the  Church  by  baptism.  A  child  may  be  baptiz- 
ed, if  one  of  the  parents  be  a  member;  but  if  neither  of  them 
be  such,  it  must  remain  for  the  present  unbaptized.  Should, 
however,  one  of  the  parents  manifest  a  cordial  desire  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  communion  of  the  Church,  and,  in  such  frame  of 
mind,  solemnly  promise  to  profit  by  the  next  opportunity,  and 
also  lead  a  consistent  life,  the  child  may  be  baptized. 

Article  87.  Sponsors  may  be  admitted  in  the  baptism  of  in- 
fants ;  but  the  parents  themselves  must  be  present,  answer 
every  question,  and  assume  every  obligation,  and  do  this 
solemnly  as  in  the  presence  of  God.  None,  however,  shall  be 
admitted  as  sponsors,  who  are  not  in  full  communion  with  some 
Christian  Church.  This,  in  conjunction  with  the  previous 
article,  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  persons,  who 
adopt  orphans  or  other  children  into  their  families,  fi'om  offer- 
ing them  to  God  in  baptism. 

Article  88.  Adults  shall  be  baptized,  if  the  minister  has  ascer- 
tained that  they  possess  correct  views  of  Christain  doctrine,  and 
have  an  earnest  desire  and  willingness  to  yield  obedience  to 
the  requirements  of  Christ.  But  if  he  discover  deficiencies  in 
these  respects,  he  shall  direct  them  to  attend  the  usual  cate- 
chetical instructions,  and  shall  afterward  proceed  in  relation  to 
them,  as  with  catechumens.  If  this,  however,  be  imjDracticable, 
he  shall  in  some  way  suitably  instruct  them.  If  they,  notwith- 
standing, still  continue  w^ithout  the  requisite  qualifications,  he 
shall  refer  them  to  some  future  time. 

Article  89.  Baptism  shall  be  administered  publicly  in  the 
church,  and  not  elsewhere,  unless  special  circumstances  render 
it  necessary.  The  forms  provided  for  such  purpose  in  the 
Liturgy  or  Order  of  Worship  adopted  by  the  Church  shall  be 
used  in  the  administration  of  baptism.  In  the  case  of  adults 
the  rite  of  confirmation  shall  follow  immediately  upon  their 
baptism. 
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Article  90.  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  shall  be 
administered  in  every  congregation,  at  least  twice  a  year,  and 
oftener  if  practicable.  The  administration  shall  take  place 
publicly  in  the  church,  and  be  conducted  according  to  the  es- 
tablished order  of  the  Eeformed  Church.  If  any  member, 
through  sickness  or  infirmity,  be  not  able  to  come  to  the  house 
of  God,  and  yet  desires  to  receive  the  communion,  it  may  be 
administered  to  him  privately.  One  other  person  at  least 
should  commune  with  the  sick  ;  and  one  or  more  elders  ought 
to  be  present.  This  sacrament  may  also  be  administered  to 
«ick  persons,  who  have  not  been  communicants,  provided  they 
have  proper  views  of  its  nature,  right  disposition  of  heart,  and 
are  first  baptized  and  confirmed. 

Article  91.  None  but  regular  members  of  the  Church  shall 
be  admitted  to  the  communion  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Commu- 
nicant members  of  neighboring  congregations,  and  of  other 
denominations,  holding  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  in 
good  standing,  may,  however,  be  invited  to  unite  in  the  ob- 
servance of  this  sacrament. 

Article  92.  Whenever  the  Lord's  Supper  is  to  be  administer- 
ed, a  service  preparatory  thereto  shall  be  appointed,  at  which 
all  the  communicant  menbers  shall  be  present,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, and  at  the  close  of  which  their  names  shall  be  furnished  for 
record  in  the  Church  Kegister.  Before  the  communion  is  ad- 
ministered, the  Minister  and  Elders  shall  diligently  inquire 
whether  any  member  has  dej^arted  from  the  doctrine  of  the 
€hurch  in  faith  or  practice,  to  the  end  that  all  improper  per- 
sons may  be  excluded  from  the  Lord's  table;  and  in  case  the 
JElders  neglect  this  duty,  the  pastor  is  empowered  to  exercise 
this  discipline  alone. 

SECTION  2. — CHURCH  RITES. 

Article  93.  Every  pastor  shall  give  special  attention  to  the 
instruction  of  the  youth  in  his  congregation,  with  particular 
reference  to  their  preparation  for  confirmation.  The  Heidel- 
berg Catechism  shall  be  used  in  such  instruction.  No  other 
shall  be  employed  which  has  not  been  approved  and  appointed 
to  that  use  by  the  General  Synod.     The  members  of  the  Con- 
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sistory,  especially  the  Elders,  as  shepherds  and  overseers  of 
the  flock,  shall  be  present  at  the  catechetical  instructions  as- 
often  as  possible,  to  observe  the  deportment  of  those  who  are 
taught,  and  their  acquaintance  with  religious  truths. 

Article  94.  Before  confirmation  takes  place,  the  pastor,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Elders,  shall  diligently  examine  the  candi- 
dates for  admission  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  Church,  whether 
they  understand  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion, have  experienced  the  power  of  them  upon  their  hearts, 
and  are  governed  by  them  in  their  lives.  Those  who  continue 
ignorant  of  these  doctrines,  and  do  not  warrant  a  reasonable 
hope  that  they  will  adorn  their  profession,  shall  not  be  admitted 
to  confirmation. 

Article  95.  The  rite  of  Ordination,  whether  of  Minister,. 
Elders,  or  Deacons,  as  well  as  the  rite  of  confirmation,  solemni- 
zation of  marriage,  and  burial  of  the  dead,  can  be  performed 
only  by  regularly  ordained  Ministers,  and  shall  be  administer- 
ed according  to  the  order  prescribed  for  such  purpose  in  the 
Liturgy  or  Order  of  Worship  of  the  Church. 

SECTION  8. —  WORSHIP.' 

Article  96.  The  public  worship  of  the  sanctuary  shall  be 
conducted  according  to  the  order  prescribed  in  the  Liturgy  or 
Order  of  Worship  of  the  Church.  In  such  worship,  no  selec- 
tion of  Hymns  shall  be  used,  except  such  as  has  been  author- 
ized for  such  purpose  according  to  the  order  of  the  Church. 

Article  97.  The  chief  Festivals  of  the  Church  Year — Christ- 
mas, Good  Friday,  Easter,  Ascension,  Pentecost,  and  Trinity 
Sunday — shall  be  religiously  observed^  by  the  congregations 
and  families;  and  it  is  recommended,  also,  that^the  general  or- 
der of  the  Church  Year  be  observed  as  far  as  practicable. 

Article  98.  The  Lord's  Day  (Sunday)  shall  be  kept  as  a  holy 
day,  devoted  to  the  public  worship  of  the  Lord  in  the  sanctu- 
ary; to  private  exercises  of  religion,  and  to  works  of  love  and 
mercy.  Attendance  on  prayer-meetings  during  the  week,  and 
daily  worship  in  the  family  also  must  be  regarded  and  com- 
mended as  important  religious  duties. 
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PART  SIXTH. 
DISCIPLINE. 

SECTION  I. — MEMBERS. 

Article  99.  If  any  of  the  baptized  members  fall  into  sinful 
ways,  the  Pastor  and  Elders  shall  remind  their  parents  or 
sponsors  of  their  duty  in  regard  to  them,  and  shall  also,  by  di- 
rect approach,  seek  to  recover  them  from  their  evil  ways. 

Article.  100.  Private  offenses  are  such  as  are  known  to  a 
second  individual  only,  or  at  most,  to  very  few  persons.  No 
offense  of  this  kind  shall  be  brought  before  the  Spiritual  Coun- 
cil, if  evidence  of  sorrow  is  apj^arent  after  the  delinquent  has 
been  admonished  privately,  or  in  the  presence  of  two  or  three 
witnesses.  Nor  shall  the  Spiritual  Council  take  action  in  the 
case  until  the  rule  presented  by  our  Lord  in  Matthew  xviii : 
15-17,  has  been  observed.  Those  who  neglect  to  take  these 
l^reparatory  steps,  and  undertake  to  become  accusers  or  in- 
formers of  their  brethren,  or  in  any  way  give  unnecessary  pub- 
licity to  their  faults,  render  themselves  liable  to  the  censure  of 
the  Church. 

Article  101.  If  any  member  give  offense  to  the  Church  by 
open  sin,  he  shall  at  first  be  admonished  by  the  Minister,  or  an 
Elder,  privately;  and  if  be  does  not  amend,  a  second  time,  in 
the  presence  of  two  or  three  witnesses.  The  admonition  may 
be  further  repeated,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case.  If 
this  discipline  fails  of  its  end,  the  offender  is  to  be  regularly  cited 
to  appear  before  the  Sj)iritual  Council,  who  shall  deal  with  him, 
in  case  he  be  found  guilty,  after  a  careful  investigation  has  tak- 
en place,  as  the  nature  of  the  offense  and  the  purity  and  honor 
of  the  Church  may  require. 

Article  102.  Members  of  the  Church,  who  obstinately  reject 
the  admonitions  of  the  Spiritual  Council,  upon  being  convicted 
of  an  offense,  or  who  have  committed  an  act  of  public  scandal, 
•«hall  be  suspended  from  the  communion  of  the  Church.  Those 
thus  suspended  shall  be  treated  not  as  enemies,  but  as  erx'ing 
brethren,  and  shall  be  admonished  as  such,  agreeably  to  the 
Apostolic  direction,  2  Thess.  3  :  6-15.     But  if  this  suspension 
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and  these  admonitions  have  been  ineffectual,  they  shall  be  ex- 
communicated, and  no  intercourse  held  with  them.  Matthew 
18  :  15-17.  A  susj^ension  may  or  may  not  be  announced  to  the 
congregation  at  the  discretion  of  the  Spiritual  Council ;  a  sen- 
tence of  excommunication,  however,  shall  always  be  publicly 
pronounced,  and  require  the  concurrence  of  the  congregation,, 
whether  expressely  or  tacitly  given,  to  give  it  full  validity. 

Article  103.  The  following  sins  especially  claim  the  attention- 
of  the  Church  Courts,  and  merit  discipline ;  heresy,  blasphemy,, 
schism,  perjury,  adultery,  fraud,  contentiousness,  intemperance, 
falsehood,  licentiousness,  cruelty,  worldliness,  gross  profanation 
of  the  Lord's  day,  and  others  of  a  similar  character.  No  com- 
plaints in  case  of  scandal  shall  be  heard  unless  presented  with- 
in one  year  after  the  crime  is  alleged  to  have  been  commited, 
unless  it  can  be  shown  that  insurmountable  difficulties  prevent- 
ed it.  .^ 

Article  104.  The  power  of  suspension  from  the  communion 
of  the  Church  belongs  to  the  Spiritual  Council ;  but  if  they 
should  neglect  to  convene  at  the  time  appointed,  after  being 
duly  notified,  the  Minister  may  sit  alone  as  a  Court  to  try  an 
individual,  and,  on  finding  him  guilty,  pronounce  the  same  sen- 
tence. If  an  offense  be  so  gross,  that  forbeai'ance  would  bring 
dishonor  upon  the  religion  of  Jesus,  and  be  a  cause  of  scandal 
in  the  Church,  the  Spiritual  Council  shall,  immediately  upon 
the  conviction  of  the  offender,  separate  him  from  the  Church, 
and  put  the  evil  from  it,  agreeably  to  I.  Cor.,  5  :1-13. 

Article  105.  If  a  member,  after  admonition  by  the  Pastor  or 
Elders,  continues  to  neglect  his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Church, 
such  conduct  shall  be  considered  an  offense  against  good  order,, 
and  render  him  liable  to  discipline. 

SECTION    2. — CHURCH    OFFICERS. 

Article  106.  If  a  Minister,  Elder  or  Deacon  fall  into  sin,  his 
brethren  in  office  shall  first  kindly  but  faithfully  admonish  him 
and  pray  with  him,  that  he  may  overcome  the  Evil  One. 

Article  107.  If  an  Elder  or  Deacon  commit  an  offense  which 
brings  dishonor  upon  the  Church,  or  is  punishable  by  the  civil 
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law,  he  shall,  uponytrial  and  conviction,  be  removed  from  his 
office  by  the  Spiritual  Council.  If  the  offender  be  a  Minister, 
the  Spiritual  Council  shall  prevent  him  from  further  prosecut- 
ing his  ministerial  functions,  and  refer  him  to  be  tried  by  his 
Classis  as  soon  as  possible.  The  proceedings  of  the  Spiritual 
Council  in  such  cases  are  not  to  be  considered  a  trial,  but  only 
a  prudent  interference  and  binding  over  of  the  accused  to  the 
judgment  of  his  peers. 

Article  108.  If  an  ill  report  concerning  a  Minister,  an  Elder, 
or  a  Deacon,  be  in  circulation,  the  Spiritual  Council  shall  insti- 
tute an  immediate  investigation  and  proceed  in  the  case  as  the 
interests  of  religion  and  justice  to  the  individual  may  require. 
If  such  ill  report  concern  the  Minister,  the  Classis  shall  appoint 
a  committee  of  their  own  body  to  investigate  the  case,  without 
waiting  to  be  requested  by  the  Spiritual  Council.  But  if  they 
discover  that  the  Spiritual  Council  is  already  occupied  with  it, 
they  shall  await  the  result  of  its  inquiry. 

Article  109.  To  establish  a  charge  against  a  Minister  or  El- 
der, the  testimony  of  at  least  two  witnesses  is  required.  In 
cases,  however,  in  which  such  officer  is  accused  of  a  repetition 
of  the  same  offense  or  similar  ones,  the  testimony  of  one  wit- 
ness for  each  commission  of  the  act  may  be  considered  sufficient. 

SECTION    3. —PROCESS    AND   TRIAL. 

Article  110-  All  processes  before  a  Church  Court  must  be 
based  either  on  general  rumor  or  individual  accusation.  In  the 
former  case,  the  proper  Church  Court  itself  reduces  the  charge 
or  charges  to  writing.  In  the  latter  case,  the  accuser  or  accu- 
sors  shall  give  the  Court  a  distinct  statement  of  the  charge  or 
charges  preferred.  The  accused  shall  be  regularly  cited  to  ap- 
pear for  trial.  All  citations  ordered  by  a  Court  must  be  signed 
bp  the  President  or  Clerk,  and  served  for  the  first  time  on  the 
parties  concerned  at  least  ten  days  before  the  trial.  The  cita" 
tion  shall  be  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the  charge  or  charges, 
and  the  names  of  the  witnesses  that  are  to  appear  against  him, 
and  also  with  a  statement  of  the  time,  place,  and  circumstances 
of  the  commission  of  the  offense,  if  possible. 

Article  111.     Should  the  facts  of  a   crime  alleged  against   a 
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person  lie  at  a  distance  without  the  bounds^  of  the  charge  or 
Classis  of  which  he  is  a  meniber,  his  own  Court  in  such  case 
may  either  appoint  a  committee,  or  request  a  Court  more  con- 
veniently situated,  to  take  the  testimony  for  them,  always  giv- 
ing the  accused  due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  ex- 
amination ;  and  in  like  manner  shall  the  accused,  if  he  wish  to 
procure  testimony  at  a  distance  for  his  own  exculpation,  give 
proper  notice  to  the  Spiritual  Council  or  Classis  of  such  inten- 
tion. 

Article  112.  Should  the  accused  refuse  to  obey  the  summons, 
he  shall  be  cited  a  second  time  to  appear  as  soon  as  the  Court 
may  deem  reasonable,  and  if  he  still  refuse  to  appear,  he  shall 
not  only  be  liable  to  censure  for  contumacy,  but  the  Court  may 
proceed  with  the  investigation  and  decision  of  the  case,  the 
same  as  though  he  were  present. 

Article  113.  The  trial  shall  be  fair  and  impartial.  The  wit- 
nesses, after  being  sworn,  or  solemnly  affirmed,  by  the  President 
or  some  legal  officer,  shall  be  examined  in  the  presence  of  the 
accused,  who  shall  be  permitted  to  cross-examine  them.  The 
whole  proceedings  in  the  case  shall  be  accurately  and  fully  re- 
recorded, and  copies  furnished  to  the  parties,  if  demanded,  at 
their  expense. 

Article  114.  The  competency  or  credibility  of  a  witness 
may  be  affected  by  his  minority,  hie  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
facts  to  be  established,  his  near  relationship  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned, by  infamy  or  malignity  of  character,  and  by  other  cir- 
cumstances, each  of  which  may  form  a  good  ground  of  chal- 
lenge by  either  party,  and  invalidate,  and,  sometimes,  destroy 
the  testimony  of  a  witness  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 

Article  115,  No  professional  counsel  shall  be  jDermitted  to 
appear  and  plead  in  any  of  our  Church  Courts.  If  an  accused 
person  feel  himself  incompetent  to  manage  his  own  case,  he 
may  request,  or  the  President  may  appoint  any  Minister  or 
Elder  of  the  Eeformed  Church  to  act  as  his  counsel. 

SECTION   4. — RESTORATION   OF    THE    PENITENT. 

Article  116.  Suspended  members,  who  give  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  genuine  repentance  and  amendment,  can   be  reinstat- 


153 

•ed,  after  a  reasonable  time  of  probation,  by  the  Spiritual  Coun- 
cil, if  the  apply  for  such  purpose. 

Article  117.  Excommunicated  persons,  who  awake  to  repent- 
■ance,  may  be  restored  by  the  same  Court  that  excommunicated 
them.  Whenever  an  excommunicated  member  asks  to  be  restored 
to  the  communion  of  the  Church,  the  Minister  and  Elders  shall 
make  diligent  inquiry  into  his  state  of  mind  and  manner  of  life ; 
and  if  he  give  sufficient  evidence  of  being  truly  penitent,  he 
may  be  publicly  restored. 

Article  118.  A  minister,  Elder  or  Deacon,  who  has  been  de- 
posed from  oflSce,  may  be  reinstated  in  it,  upon  repentance  and 
reformation.  Such  restoration  to  office  shall  take  place  only  by 
the  Court  which  dej)osed  him,  and  then  not  until  the  evidence 
■of  repentance  and  reformation  are  unequivocal  and  a  sufficient 
time  has  elapsed  to  show  that  they  are  not  deceptions.  This 
rule  is  particularly  important  in  respect  to  a  Minister  of  the 
Word,  because  he  ought  to  be  eminent,  above  all  men,  in  purity 
and  in  godliness;  and  in  such  case,  it  is  necessary  that  it  be 
approved  by  the  Synod,  before  it  be  conclusive  and  final. 

Article  119.  A  Minister,  who  has  been  deposed  for  the  sin  of 
adultery  or  fornication,  or  for  any  offense  that  affixes  a  public 
scandal  to  the  character,  which  no  after  repentance  can  remove, 
ought  not  ordinarily  be  restored  to  the  ministry.  In  extraor- 
dinary cases,  however,  where  the  evidence  of  repentance  is  un- 
equivocal, and  the  demand  for  restoration  comes  from  the  con- 
gregation in  which  the  individual  resided  at  the  time  of  his 
•deposition,  the  Classis  may  take  the  application  for  restoration 
into  consideration,  and,  if  sustained  by  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  and  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  Synod,  then  and 
not  till  then,  shall  restoration  fully  take  place. 

CONCLUSION. 

Article  120.  Whatever  in  previous  Constitutions  or  resolves 
of  the  highest  Church  Court,  of  general  binding  authority,  is 
contrary  to  this  Constitution  and  these  Special  Laws,  is  hereby 
revoked. 

Article  121.  The  original  records  of  all  proceedings  of  the 
•General  Synod,  and  all  documents,  letters  and  papers   having 
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reference  to  its  proceedings,  shall  be  carefully  preserved  by  the- 
Stated  Clerk,  and  deposited  in  such  a  place  as  the  General  Syn- 
od shall  direct ;  and  no  document  or  paper  shall  be  removed 
therefrom  by  any  person  whatever,  without  leave  previously 
obtained  from  the  General  Synod,  or,  during  its  recess,  from  its 
Stated  Clerk. 


Translation  of  the  Constitution. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest,, 
during  the  evening  session  on  Tuesday,  reported,  in  item  3,  that 
the  German  translation  of  the  Church  Constitution  of  the  Pub- 
lishingHouse  at  Cleveland,  is  referred  to  this  General  Synod  for 
inspection  and  approval.  This  item,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  consisting  of  Eevs.  John  Bachman,  John  G* 
Noss,  Dr.  Nicholas  Gehr,  and  elder  Wm.  D.  Gross,  This  com- 
committee,  during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  last  day  of  the- 
sessions,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted  : 

Your  committee  has  examined  this  German  translation  of  the 
Constitution,  and,  though  susceptible  of  some  improvement,  finds 
it  on  the  whole  correct,  and  recommends  it  for  approval. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  BACHMAN,  Chairman. 


Conformity  to  the  Constitution. 

The  Synod  of  the  Northwest,  as  reported  by  the  Committee- 
on  the  Minutes  of  said  Synod,  during  the  eveniug  session  on 
Tuesday,  in  item  2,  e),  requests  the  General  Synod  to  conform 
strictly  to  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  requiring  all 
Liturgies,  Hymn-Books,  &c.,  shall  be  referred  to  the  classes  for 
approval  or  rejection.  In  regard  to  this  request,  it  was,  on 
motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  answer  to  this  is  found  in  the  action  of 
this  General  Synod  in  the  action  adopting  the  report  of  the- 
Peace  Commission. 
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German  Hymn-Book  Fund  and  Appendix. 

The  German  Synod  of  the  East,  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Minutes  of  said  Synod,  during  the  mornirfg  session 
on  Tuesday,  in  item  11,  requests  the  General  Synod  to  transfer 
the  "German  Hymn-Book  Fund"  to  the  Directors  of  the  Ger- 
man Publishing  House  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  item  was 
adopted,  and,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  request  be  granted. 

Also,  the  German  Synod  of  the  East,  as  reported  by  the  same 
committee,  at  the  same  time,  fn  item  12,  requests  the  General 
Synod  to  refer  the  Appendix  of  forty  hymns  to  Dr.  Schaff's 
German  Hymn-Book  lo  the  classes,  for  constitutional  action 
thereon.     The  item  was  adopted,  and,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Appendix  of  forty  hymns  to  Dr.  Schaff's 
German  Hymn-Book,  be  referred  to  the  classes  for  approval  or 
rejection. 


Kelation  of  Dismissed  and  Not  Eeceived  Members,  Etc. 

The  Committee  on  Official  Eeports  of  English  Classes,  during 
the  afternoon  session  on  Tuesday,  reported  that  Philadelphia 
Classis,  in  item  3,  under  a,  overtured  General  Synod  for  a  de- 
liverance on  the  status  of  a  church-member  who  has  received  a 
certificate  of  dismission,  but  not  yet  handed  in  elsewhere;  and 
under  h,  for  a  deliverance  on  the  question,  what  effect  the  grant- 
ing of  a  certificate  will  have  on  the  official  relation  of  an  elder 
or  deacon  so  dismissed.  These  sub-items  were  adopted,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  Eevs.  Samuel  B. 
Leiter,  D.  D., Lewis  D.  Steckel,  and  Elder  John  P.  Reed.  This 
committee,  during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  last  day  of  the 
sessions,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted  : 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  decide  the  state  of  a  per- 
son dismissed,  but  not  yet  received  into  another  congregation  ; 
and  the  same  to  be  decided  also  in  regard  to  an  elder  or  deacon 
affecting  his  office,  would  report : 
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a.)  That  in  regard  to  the  first,  your  committee  is  of  the 
opinion  that  his  membership  continues  until  the  transfer  is 
completed  by  his  reception  into  the  congregation  to  which  he 
was  dismissed. 

b.)  That  in  regard  to  the  second,  the  elder  or  deacon  resigns 
his  office  and  ceases  to  be  an  official  so  soon  as  he  receives  his 
dismissal,  although  the  transfer  is  not  as  yet  completed  by  his 
reception  into  another  congregation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  B.  LEITBR,  Chairman. 


Ordination  of  Separatistic  Ecclesiastical  Bodies. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  during  the 
afternoon  session  of  the  fourth  day  (Saturday)  of  the  sessions, 
in  item  19,  reported  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
a  deliverance  on  the  ordination  of  ecclesiastical  bodies  bearing 
a  separatistic  character.  This  committee  submitted  their  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  committee  was 
discharged  and  excused.     The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  deliverance  on  the  ordi- 
nation of  such  ecclesiastical  bodies  as  bear  a  separatistic  character, 
would  respectfully  set  forth,  that,  for  causes  they  were  not  able 
to  control,  they  are  not  able  to  offer  to  Synod  the  prescribed 
paper.  In  view  of  the  difficulties  that  environ  the  subject,  the 
committee  would  respectfully  submit  that  if  it  still  be  deemed 
advisable  to  have  such  deliverance  prepared,  that  it  be  given  to 
another  committee  to  be  appointed,  or  that  the  existing  com- 
mittee be  re-constructed  for  that  purpose. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  WILLIAM  WELKER,  Chairman. 


Printing  of  Tract  on  Office  of  Deacon. 

The  Stated  Clerk,  in  response  to  item  10,  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  submitted,  during 
Friday  afternoon  session,  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted : 
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In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  last  General 
Synod,  I  had  7,000  copies  of  the  report  on  the  Office  of  Deacon 
printed  in  tract  form,  in  the  English,  and  5,000  in  the  Ger- 
man language,  and  made  proper  distribution  thereof  among 
the  several  classes  for  the  use  of  the  membership  of  the  Church. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  H.  EEITEE,  Stated  Clerk. 


Eeport  on  the  Office  of  Deaconess. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  General  Synod  to  report 
on  the  subject  of  the  Office  of  Deaconess, referred  to  in  item  11, 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  discussed  during 
several  sessions,  and,  as  amended,  adopted.  The  resolutions, 
connected  with  the  written  report  (which  set  forth  the  history, 
nature,  and  duties  of  the  office  of  deaconess,  and  which  was. 
ordered  to  be  published  only  in  the  papers  of  the  Church),  are 
as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  the  importance  of  the  office  of 
deaconess,  as  it  existed  in  the  Apostolic  Church,  and  was  reaf- 
firmed by  the  reformers  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  propose 
some  plan  for  the  j^ractical  introduction  of  this  office  in  our 
congregations,  and  that  said  committee  report  on  Tuesday 
morning  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  published  in  the  English  and 
German  papers  of  the  Church. 

The  committee  called  for  in  the  second  resolution,  and  as  of- 
ficially appointed,  consists  of  Eevs.  John  H.  Klein,  D.  D.,  J. 
Spangler  Kieffer,  Abraham  B.  Koplin,  Elders  Wm,  D.  Gross  and 
Francis  M.  McKeehan.  This  committee,  at  the  appointed  time, 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  discussed  and 
adopted  : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  the  practical 
introduction  of  the  office  of  deaconess,  would  respectfully  rejport 
to  this  General  Synod  the  following  resolution  for  adoption : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  no  plan 
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for  the  introduction  into  tiie  Eeformed  Ciiurch  of  the  office  and 
work  of  deaconesses  is  at  present  called  for  or  possible,  beyond 
the  general  circulation  among  our  ministry  and  people  of  the 
valuable  paper  prepared  on  this  subject  by  Rev.  John  B.  Kniest, 
and  asking  for  this  subject  the  careful  attention  and  prayerful 
consideration  of  the  classes  and  consistories  within  the  bounds 
of  this  General  Synod. 

By  UHanimous  consent  and  in  behalf  of  the  committee. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  KLEIN,  Chairman. 


Permision  Granted  to  Organize  a  new  Synod. 

The  Synod  of  the  Northwest,  as  reported  by  the  committee 
on  Minutes  of  said  Synod,  during  the  morning  session  on  Tues- 
day, in  item  4,  requests  General  Synod  to  grant  it  permission  to 
divide  and  organize  a  new  Synod,  and  to  allow  each  of  these 
synods,  when  so  divided,  an  equal  share  in  the  property  of  all 
the  institutions  of  the  present  Synod  of  the  Northwest,  such  as 
the  Mission  House,  the  Book  Establishment,  the  Boards  of  Mis- 
sions and  Church  Erection,  &c. 

Thereupon,  in  immediate  connection  with  the  adoption  of  this 
item,  the  following  action  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  request  be  granted. 

Resolved,  That  the  classes  of  Erie,  Heidelberg,  St.  John's 
and  Cincinnati,  shall  meet  in  general  convention  in  the  Eeform- 
ed  Church,  at  Gallon,  Ohio,  on  Thursday,  November  3,  A.  D. 
1881,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  affect- 
ing the  organization  of  the  contemj)lated  Synod,  at  which  meet- 
ing the  Eev.  Herman  J.  Euetenik,  D.  D.,  shall  preside. 


Action  Eelating  to  Statistics. 
On  motion  the  following  action  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  statistical  tables  in  the  printed  minutes  of 
the  different  district  synods  shall  be  made  the  basis  of  the  sta- 
tistics for  the  General  Synod. 
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Allegheny  Classis,  as  reported  in  item  5,  during  the  after- 
noon session  on  Tuesday,  by  the  Committee  on  Official  Keports 
of  Classes,  overtured  General  Synod  in  regard  to  an  amendment 
of  the  statistical  table.  This  item  was  referred  to  a  sjDecial 
■committee  consisting  of  Eevs.  Samuel  Gr.  Wagner,  D.  D  ,  Na- 
thaniel H.  Loose,  and  Elder  John  M.  Hoffman.  This  committee, 
during  Wednesday  morning  session,  submitted  thn  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  Alle- 
gheny Classis  to  the  General  Synod  for  a  change  in  the  statis- 
tical table,  would  beg  leave  to  report  that  in  their  judgment  the 
■changes  contemplated  would  be  impracticable.  They,  would, 
however,  recommend  the  addition  of  a  column  to  the  present 
statistical  table,  one  which  shall  report  the  estimated  value  of 
the  church,,  property  by  the  several  congregations  and  charges 
of  the  Eeformed  Church.         Eespectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  G.  WAGNEE,  Chairman.     • 


Action  Eespecting  the  Loran  Congregation. 

The  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  during 
Saturday  afternoon  session,  reported  in  item  16,  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Ohio  Synod  was  directed  to  certain  difficulties  with 
the  Synod  of  the  Northwest,  respecting  the  Loran  Congrega- 
tion, in  Stephenson  County,  Illinois. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  of  the  Northwest,  dur- 
ing Tuesday  evening  session,  item  7,  reported  that  the  Milwau- 
kee Classis  calls  the  attention  of  the  General  Synod  to  the 
difficulties  in  regard  to  the  Loran  Congregation,  as  not  having 
complied  with  the  request  of  the  General  Synod. 

The  subject  matter  of  the  aforesaid  items  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee  consisting  of  Eevs.  Dr.  D.  E.  Klopp,  M. 
Loucks,  J.  B.  Kniest,  and  Elder  C.  M.  Boush,  Esq.  This  com- 
mittee, during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  last  day  of  the  ses- 
sions, submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  and  as 
amended  adopted : 

Your  committee  appointed  in  regard  to  certain  difficulties 
pertaining  to  the  Loran  congregation,  would  report: 
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That  they  find  that  the  General  Synod  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in- 
1878  (Minutes,  page  73),  recommended  "  that  the  attention  of 
the  Ohio  Synod  be  directed  to  this  condition  of  things."  There 
seem  to  have  existed  some  difficulties  and  troubles  since  1874 
leading  to  actions  and  counter- actions  in  the  case,  without 
reaching  satisfactory  and  permanent  results.  In  view  of  the 
facts  and  statements  bearing  on  the  case,  as  far  as  these  are 
comprehended,  the  following  action  is  suggested  for  adoption : 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  Ohio  Synod  has  already  at 
several  times  acted  in  the  case,  the  said  Synod  instruct  the 
Northern  Illinois  Classis  to  drop  the  Loran  congregation  from 
its  statistical  report,  and  to  transfer  it  to  the  Milwaukee  Classis- 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest.    Eespectfully  submitted, 

DAYID  E.  KLOPP,  Chairman. 


Action  Kespecting  the  Evil  op  Intemperance. 

Tiffin  Classis,  as  reported  in  item  4,  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Official  Eeports  of  English  classes,  during  Tuesday  afternoon 
session,  overtured  General  Synod  for  some  action  respecting 
the  evil  of  intemperance.  The  subject  matter  involved  was  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Eevs.  Fred  C.  Bau- 
man,  Joseph  B.  Thompson,  Thomas  N.  Eeber,  and  Elder  Eich- 
ard  L.  Gray.  This  Committee,  during  the  afternoon  session  of 
the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  committee  do  not  feel  competent  at  this  late  stage  in 
the  proceedings,  to  furmulate  a  fully  satisfactory  deliverance 
on  the  subject  of  intemperance.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  intemper- 
ance is  a  great  and  growing  evil,  and  one  that  destroys  the 
bodies  and  souls  of  thousands  annually.  No  drunkard  shall 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  none  such  are  fit  for  the  com- 
munion of  the  Church  of  Christ.  In  Article  94  of  the.  Consti- 
tution, intemperance  is  prominently  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
sins  which  merit  exclusion  from  the  Church.  It  behooves  the 
Church  to  guard  well  against  having  her  sacraments  profaned 
and  her  good  name  disgraced  by  ministers  or  members  who  are 
addicted  to  the  habitual  use  of  intoxicating  drink. 
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At  the  same  time  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  great  harm 
has  resulted  to  the  true  cause  of  temperance  by  improper  meth- 
ods and  behavior  of  many  of  the  modern  advocates  of  temper- 
ance. There  can  be  no  genuine  reformation  of  any  class  of  wrong- 
doers without  the  converting  and  sustaining  grace  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ.  When  men  are  made  Christians,  they  wilj 
be  honest,  .temperute,  and  law-abiding.  Trusting  in  their 
own  resolutions,  or  leaning  on  the  arm  of  flesh,  they  will  fail. 
Your  committee  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Church  of  Christ  is  the  true  temperance 
society,  and  that  our  pastors  and  consistories  are  urged  to  ex- 
ercise stricter  discipline  against  all  forms  of  vice,  and  es- 
pecially the  monster  vice  of  intemperance,  and  to  inculcate 
sound  Christian  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  intemperance  by 
precept  and  example. 

•    Eespectfully  -submitted, 

FREDERICK  C.  BAUMAN,  Chairman'. 


Manual  of  History  for  Reformed  Church. 

The  Minnesota  Classis,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Of- 
ficial Reports  of  German  classes,  during  the  morning  session  of 
the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  in  item  7,  requested  the  General 
Synod  to  appoint  another  committee  for  the  purpose  of  prepar- 
ing a  centennial  historical  sketch  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States.     Thereupon,  it  was,  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  Josej)h  H.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  Manual  of  the  origin,  history,  doctrines,  govern- 
ment and  customs  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
and  report  to  the  next  General  Synod. 


Fixed  time  for  Benevolent  Collections. 

The  Synod  of  the  Northwest,  as  reported  in  item  8,  during 
the  afternoon  session  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  by  the 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  said  Synod,  requested  the  General 
Synod  to  fix  upon  a  definite  time  when  collections  for  the  differ- 
ent objects  of  benevolence  shall  lifted.  The  subject  matter  of 
11 
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this  item,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Eevs.  Joseph  B.  Shumaker,  D.  D.,  Charles  H.  Lein- 
bach,  D.  D.,  John  Kretzing,  Elders  Henry  Wirt  and  Thomas  B. 
Geatrell;  and  this  committee  shall  report  to  the  next  General 
Synod. 

Eeport  on  Form  op  Credentials. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  during  the 
afternoon  session  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions,  in  item  15, 
reported  that  the  stated  clerk  and  the  assistant  clerk  were  di- 
rected to  prepare  a  blank  certificate  to  be  used  as  credentials 
for  delegates  to  the  General  Synod.  In  answer  to  this  the 
clerks  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted  : 

We  would  report  that  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  last  General  Synod,  we  prepared  a  blank  form  of  certifi- 
cate to  be  used  as  credentials  for  the  delegates  to  the  General 
Synod,  and  had  printed  five  hundred  copies  in  English,  and 
three  hundred  in  German ;  that  copies  thereof  were  furnished 
to  the  several  stated  clerks  of  the  classes  ;  and  that  a  copy  of 
the  same,  in  both  languages,  is  herewith  submitted  for  the  in- 
spection of  the  Synod. 

The  expenses  incurred  for  the  printing  of  these  Certificates 
amounted  to  ^11.69. 

EespectfuUy  submitted, 

ISAAC  H.  EEITER,  Stated  Clerk. 
JACOB  DAHLMA'N,  Assistant  Clerk. 


Delegates  op  West  New  York  Classis. 

In  making  out  the  roll  of  General  Synod,  when  the  Classis  of 
West  New  York  was  reached,  objection  was  raised  in  regard  to 
the  number  of  delegates  to  which  the  Classis  was  entitled. 
Thereupon,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  in  question  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  investigation  as  to  how 
many  delegates  the  West  New  York  Classis  is  entitled  to  accor- 
ding to  the  Constitution. 
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• 

The  committee  consists  of  Eevs.  Dr.  David  E,  Klopp,  John  M. 
Titzel,  Dr.  John  Knelling,  elders  Christian  M.  Eoush  and  Ben- 
jamin Kuhns.  This  committee,  during  Thursday  morning  ses- 
sion, submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted : 

Your  committee  to  whom  you  have  referred  the  matter  of 
representation  from  the  West  New  York  Classis  of  the  German 
Synod  of  the  East,  would  report,  that  according  to  the  action 
of  the  General  Synod  held  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  in  1875, 
minutes,  page  51,  it  finds  that  this  Clasais  is  entitled  to  one 
■minister  and  one  elder  as  delegates, 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  E.  KLOPP,  Chairman: 


On  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  recommends  to  the  papers 
published  in  the  interest  of  the  Eeformed  Church,  to  keep  per- 
manently, in  a  proper  place,  in  their  publications,  the  corporate 
names  of  the  different  boards  of  the  Church's  benevolence. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 
SYNODICAL  AECHIVES. 
There  was  nothing  occurred  requiring  action  or  record. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

FINANCE. 

The  following  reports  and  items  of  business  claimed  the  at- 
tention of  the  General  Synod  during  its  present  sessions : 

I.    Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod, 

The  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  submitted  his  report,  which 
was  received  and  referred  to  the  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
It  is  as  follows  : 
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WliiijiAM  D.  Gross,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Oeneral  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the   United  States.  • 

DR. 

1878.  RECEIPTS. 

May  16,  By  balance  iu  the  treasury $1354  40 

1879. 

Sep.  26,    "    John  J.  Nissley,  treasurer  of  the  Synod  in  the  United 

States 275  00 

Nov.  26,    "    Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Good,  treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Synod 250  00' 

1880. 

"    C.  Breidenbach,  treasurer  of  German  Synod  of  the 

East 80  00 

Oct.    4,     "    John  J.  Nissley,  treasurer  of  the  Synod  in  the  U.  S....    300  00 

1881. 

May  3,    "    Lewis  H.  Steiner,  treasurer  of  Synod  of  the  Potomac    260  00' 

May  13,  By  Rev.  1^'red.  Forwick,  treasurer  of  Synod  of  the  North- 
west     170  00 

a      (I      a    Thomas  J.  Craig,  treasurer  of  Pittsburgli  Synod 100  00 

Total $2789  40 

CR. 

1878.  EXPENDITURES. 

May  16,  By  Cash  for  traveling  expenses  to  members  of  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions,  namely  :  Revs.  Geo.  B.  Russell, 
D.  D.,  $7.26;  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  $5.00;  C.  H.  Lein- 
bach,  D.  D.,  $5.00;    E.  R.  Eschbach,  $3.60;    G.  H. 

Johnston,  1112.85:  J.  S.  Kiefifer,  $3.75 37  46 

"      "      "    Revs.  J.  Crawford,  C.  Cort,  H.  T.  Spangler,  reporters,  1  00 

"      "      "    Printing  tickets  and  samples  of  revised  Constitution..  13  50 

"       "      *'    Consistory  of  First  Reformed  Church,  Lancaster,  Pa.  40  00 

"      "      "    Rev.  Henry  Hanhart,  as  ordered  bj' Synod,  page  43....  150  00 
"      "      '*    Traveling  expenses,  iu  part,  to  following  delegates : 

"      "      "    Rev.  D.  S.  Fouse,  of  Iowa  Classis 20  00 

"      "      "    Elder  Daniel  Cort,  of    "          " 20  00 

"      "      "    Elder  Fred.  Bolender,' of  Northern  Illinois  Classis 37  00 

"      "      "    Rev.  J.  A.  Keller,  Kansas  Classis 34  00 

"      "      "    Elder  Fred.  Isley,        "             "      20  00 

"      "      "    Rev.  Aug.  Becker,  Btilwaukee  Classis 13  15 

"      "      "    Rev.  F.  P.  Leich,             "                 "       ; 13  15 

"      "      "    Rev.  J.  H.  C.  Roentgen,  Minnesota  Classis 18  35 

"      "      "    Elder  Peter  Mades,                   "               "       18  35 

"      "      "    Rev.  E.  W.  Henschen,  Sheboygan  Classis 10  OO' 

"      "      "    Rev.  John  Blaetgen,             "                 "       16  00 

"      "      "    Rev.  John  Rettig,  Ursinus  Classis 20  00 

"      "      "    Rev.  S.  P.  Myers,  Shelby  Classis 19  85 

"      "      "    Elder  John  Runkel,  "            "       17  70 

"      "      "    Rev.  G.  Wm.  Welker;  D.  D.,  North  Carolina  Classis...  7  00 

Amount  carried  forwai'd $  526  01 
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Brought  forward |526  01 

May  31    "    Rev.  I.  H,  Reiter,  D.  D.,  salary  as  stated  clerk 125  00 

Sep.  15     "    Rev.  J.  Dahhnan,  salary  as  assistant  clerk 125  00 

■Oct.  22  "  Rev.  I,  H.  Reiter,  D,  D.,  printing  railroad  orders,  $2.00; 
traveling  expenses  to  (Synod,  $30.00,  and  to  Cin- 
cinnati, $6.50  ;  wrapping  paper,  mailing,  express- 
age,  $7.50  ;  postage  on  minutes  and  tract  on  ofi&ce 
of  deacon,  $37.80  ;  printing  2,800  English  Minutes, 
$310.50;  i^rinting  7,000  tracts  on  office  of  deacon, 

$14.00  ;  stationary  and  postage  $15.00 423  30 

Dec.  17     "    Rev.  J.  Dahhnan,  traveling  ex^jenses,  expressage,  etc.        8  10 

"      "      "    Traveling  expenses  to  members  of   Board  of   Home 

Missions,   namely :   Revs.   G.   B.   Russell,   D.   D., 

$7.50;  C.  R.  Dieffenbacher,  $11.50;   G.H.Johnston, 

$3.00 ;  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  $1.48 ;  and  J.   O.   Miller, 

D.  D.,  $1.37 24  85 

"  "  "  Rev.  Dr.  H.  J.  Ruetenik,  printing  1,000  German  Min- 
utes of  the  General  Synod,  and  5,000  tracts  on  the 

office  of  deacon 266  21 

1879. 

June  23  "  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  traveling  expenses  incurred  in 
attending   General    Synod  of    Lutheran  Church, 

at  Wooster,  Ohio 23  50 

Dec.  3  "  Traveling  expenses  of  inembers  of  Peace  Commis- 
sion in  attending  its  meeting  at  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
namely:  Revs.  Dr.  H.  J.  Ruetenik,  $24.50;  L.  H, 
Kefauver,  $26.50  ;  J.  M.  Titzel,  $10.00 ;  Dr.  G.  W. 
Welker,  $20.78 ;  Dr.  C.  Z.  Weiser,  $6.50 ;  J.  H.  Ap- 
ple, $25.00 ;  Dr.  P.  Greding,  $21.30  ;  Dr.  J.  H.  Good, 
$24.35  ;  Dr.  F.  W.  Kremer,  $2.20;  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple, 
$1.50;  Dr.  S.  N.  Callender,*  $11.00 ;  Elders  A.  H. 
Baughman,  $33.50;  H.  Tons,  $30.00 ;  ¥.  W.  Scheele, 
$36.00  ;  C.  M.  Boush,  $25.00  ;  L.  H.  Steiner,  $6.00....  304  13 
'^'      "      "    Rev.  Dr.  S.  N.  Callender,  for  services  as  clerk  for  Peace 

Commission 10  00 

"      "      "    Sexton  First  Reformed  Church,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  for 

services  during  the  sessions  of  Peace  Commission.      10  00 

"    4,      "    T.  F.  Scheffer,  for  printing  for  Peace  Commission 24  53 

"  5,  "  Rev.  Dr.  D.  Van  Home,  traveling  expenses  to  Harris- 
burg, Pa.,  to  preside  at  organizing  Peace  Commis- 
sion         4  20 

1880. 

Mar.  25  "    Board  of  Home  Missions,  for  printing  circulars 5  87 

May  18  "    Rev.  J.  Bachman,  expenses  as  delegate  to  Synod  of 

Evangelical  Church,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo 15  00 

1881. 

May  18  "    Balance  in  the  treasury 893  70 

$2789  40 
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The  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  would  report  that  the- 
Synod  in  the  United  States  is  delinquent  to  the  amount  of 
$340.00,  being  a  balance  on  apportionment. 

The  interest  on  the  German  Hymn-Book  Fund  of  §561.42  is  as- 
follows : 

The  interest  on  hand  May  16,  1878 f  67  00 

The  interest  for  three  years  101  04 

a  

Total $168  04 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  D.  GROSS,  Treasurer. 


II.     Report  of  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Standing  committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  received,  and,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  Treasurer,  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfully  offer  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

They  have  examined  the  Treasurer's  report,  with  the  accom" 
panying  vouchers,  and  find  it  to  be  correct.  Together  with  a 
balance  in  the  treasury,  at  the  last  meeting  of  Synod,  of 
$1354.40,  the  receipts  within  the  past  three  years  amounted  to 
$2,789.40;  the  disbursements  within  the  same  time  amounted  to 
$1,895.70,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $893.70.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  report  of  the  treasurer  that  the  respective  ap- 
portionments have  been  paid  by  the  several  District  Synods, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  from  which  a  balance  remains  unpaid  of 
$340.00. 

As  regards  the  question,  referred  by  the  Synod  to  this  com- 
mittee, of  what  portion  of  the  expenses  of  the  members  of  the 
Peace  Commission  should  be  paid  by  the  Synod,  the  committee 
have  decided  that  the  Synod  shall  pay  the  expenses  of  those 
Peace  Commissioners  who  are  not  delegates  to  this  Synod,  to- 
gether with  the  expenses  of  the  delegate  from  the  North  Caro- 
lina Classis.  .  . 
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In  order  to  meet  the  usual  expenses  of  the  Synod,  together 
with  the  expenses  above  named,  one-third  of  the  traveling  ex- 
penses of  the  delegates  at  this  Synod,  from  classes  beyond  the 
Mississippi  Eiver,  as  ordered  by  Synod  ;  the  traveling  expenses 
of  the  delegate  from  Kansas  Clas8i8,a8  likewise  ordered  by  Synod; 
other  items  of  expense  referi-ed  by  the  Synod  tathis  committee ; 
and  ^30. 00  appropriated  by  this  committee  to  the  congregation 
in  whose  church  the  Synod  is  holding  its  sessions  ($15.00  to  go 
the  sexton,  and  $15.00  to  the  officers  of  the  congregation).  The 
committee  have  estimated  that  $2,500  will  be  required. 

Of  this  amount  the  committee  recommend  the  following  ap- 
portionment to  the  several  District  Synods  : 

Synod  in  the  United  States $1080  00 

Synod  of  the  Potomac 440  00 

Synod  of  Ohio- 420  00 

Synod  of  the  Northwest 270  00 

Synod  of  Pittsburgh 170  00 

German  Synod  of  the  East • 120  00 

$2500  00 

The  committee  recommends  for  adoption  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  make  immediate  payment  of  the 
balance  of  $340.00  still  remaining  unpaid  of  its  indebtedness 
to  the  treasury  of  this  Synod. 

Resolved,  That,  in  S7iew  of  the  embarassed  condition  of  the 
treasury,  the  attention  of  the  classes  be  called  to  the  necessity 
of  making  immediate  payment  of  their  several  apportionments 
when  brought  to  their  notice. 

Resolved,  That  in  paying  out  moneys  at  present  in  the  treas- 
ury, the  treasurer  be  instructed  to  give  precedence  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  expense  of  printing  and  publishing  the  minutes  of 
the  General  Synod. 

As  regards  the  matter  of  the  claim  against  this  Synod  of 
Mr.  George  Gelbach,  recent  treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension 
Board,  which  matter  was  referred  by  the  Synod  to  this  com- 
mittee, the  committee  would  report  that  they  have  been  unable 
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to  ascertain  either  the  exact  amount  at  present  remaining  un- 
paid, or  what  particular  amounts  are  due  from  the  several 
synods  or  classes.  They  would  recommend  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

jResolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to  make  out  and 
send  to  each  delinquent  synod  a  statement  of  the  amount  still 
remaining  due  from  each  to  George  Gelbach,  treasurer  of  the 
former  Church  Extension  Board,  and  that  the  district  synods 
eee  to  it  that  this  amount  be  assessed  and  paid  by  those  classes 
which  have  not  heretofore  met  their  obligations. 

Besolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  Synod  be  instructed   to 
pay  the  claim  of  Mr.  George  Gelbach  at  his  earliest  convenience. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  SPANGLER  KIEFFER,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  Synod: 

Besolved,  That  the  question  of  what  portion  of  the  expenses 
of  the  members  of  the  Peace  Commission,  in  attendance  upon 
the  sessions  of  this  General  Synod,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Synod, 
be  referred  for  decision  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  [See  re- 
port of  said  committee.) 

Besolved,  That  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  delegate  to  this 
General  Synod  from  Kansas  Classis,  be  paid  by  the  treasurer. 

Besolved,  That  one-third  of  the  traveling  expenses  of  the 
delegates  to  this  General  Synod  from  beyond  the  Mississippi 
River,  be  assumed  by  this  Synod,  and  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  for  apportionment. 

Besolved,  That  the  traveling  expenses  of  Rev.  David  Van 
Home,  D.  D.,  the  retiring  President  of  Synod,  be  paid  by  the 
treasurer  of  General  Synod. 

Besolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  be  instruct- 
ed to  pay  to  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Ccnstitution, 
the  sum  of  $54.63,  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  work.  • 
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ARTICLE  XXI. 
•PUBLICATION. 

The  Stated  Clerk  of  the  G-eneral  Synod,  submitted  the  folio-w- 
ing report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

I  would  hereby  report,  in  response  to  the  inquiry  under  items 
20  and  21,  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the 
'G-eneral  Synod,  that,  according  to  the  instructions  given,  I  had 
2,800  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  General  Synod  officially 
published  in  the  English^  and,  through  the  assistant  clerk,  1,000 
copies  in  the  German  language  ;  and  that  they  were  distributed 
among  the  several  district  synods,  according  to  the  ratio  of  as- 
sessment made  for  contingent  expenses. 

Also,  as  directed  by  the  General  Synod,  an  official  copy  of  the 
Minutes  was  furnished  by  mail  to  each  ordained  minister  of  the 
Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  to  each  delegated  elder 
in  attendance  at  the  sessions  of  the  last  General  Synod,  to  each 
of  the  several  boards  of  the  Synod,  and  to  each  of  the  several 
treasurers  of  the  different  district  synods. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  fl.  EBITER,  Stated  Clerk. 


The  following  action,  respecting  the  publication  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  General  Synod,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  have  3,300 
copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  General  Synod,  duly 
Authenticated,  published  in  the  English,  and  1,500  in  the  German 
language,  and  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive 
them. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

^DOMINATIONS  AND  ELECTIONS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Nominations,  as  the  order  of  the 
•day  for  eleven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  submitted  their  re- 
port through  the  chairman.  Rev.  Franklin  W.  Kremer  D.  D. 
The  report  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  Stated  Clerk  was 
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instructed  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  the  nominations  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  G-eneral  Synod. 

The  election  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
afternoon  at  four  o'clock,  and  at  the  appointed  time  the  election 
was  held.  Eevs.  Charles  F.  Kriete,  Scott  F.  Hershey,  Joel  T. 
Eossiter,  and  elder  John  P.  Reed  were  appointed  tellers,  who,, 
having  distributed'the  tickets  among  the  members  of  Synod, 
received  and  counted  the  ballots,  and  subsequently  reported  the 
result  to  Synod.  For  the  result  of  the  election,  see  Articles  XI.,. 
XIII.,  and  XIV. 

Subsequent  to  the  completion  of  the  roll  of  the  General  Syn- 
od, there  being  a  quorum  present,  the  several  officers  of  the 
Synod,  except  those  holding  their  positions  permanently,  were 
elected  by  acclamation.  For  the  result  of  the  election,  see  Ar- 
ticle III.,  Election  of  Officers. 


ARTICLE  XXIII.     * 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Place  and  Time  of  Next  Meeting  of  General  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  afternoon  session 
on  Monday,  in  item  4,  reported  that  the  Association  of  Minis- 
ters and  Officers  of  the  Reformed  Churches  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
invited  the  General  Synod  to  hold  its  next  triennial  sessions  in 
the  Third  Reformed  Church  of  that  city;  and,  in  item  10,  that 
the  St.  Paul's  Church  of  Reading,  Pa.,  also  extended  an  invita- 
tion to  General  Synod  to  hold  its  next  triennial  meeting  in  that- 
church.     Thereupon,  it  was,  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod   now  proceed  to   select   a 
place  and  fix  the  time  for  its  next  triennial  meeting. 

The  aforesaid  places  were  put  in  nomination  and  consid- 
ered. The  election  proceeded  by  calling  the  roll.  The  result 
was  that  the  Third  Reformed  Church  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
was  chosen  as  the  place,  and  that  the  Wednesday  before  the 
second  Sunday  in  May  (7th),  A.  D.  1884,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  was  fixed  as  the  time  for  the  next  triennial  meeting  of 
the  General  Synod. 
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Eeport  of  Committee  on  Leave  of  Absence. 

During  the  afternoon  session  of  the  third  day  (Friday)  of 
the  sessions,  Eevs.  Samuel  B.  Yockey,  Fred.  C.  Bauman,  Chas. 
F.  Kriete,  Dr.  H.  H,  W.  Hibshman,  Elders  Ezra  Williard  and 
Henry  Stoner  were  appointed  a  committee  through  whom  all 
applications  for  leave  of  absence  shall  be  made.  This  com- 
mittee, shortly  before  the  final  adjournment  of  Synod,  present- 
ed the  following  report,  which  was  accepted  : 

Your  Committee  on  Leave  of  Absence  beg  leave  to  report 
that  the  following  named  members  of  General  Synod  were,  for 
reasons  assigned,  excused  from  further  attendance  upon  its  ses- 
sions at  the  time  designated  : 

CLASSES.  NAMES.  TIME. 

East  Pennsyi}vania.     Rev.  H.  H.  W.  Hibshman,  D.  D.,  Wednesday  A.  M. 

Lebanon.  "    Charles  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D Tuesday  P.  M. 

Elder  Henry  Loose Tuesday  P.  M. 

Philadelphia.  "     Thomas  B.  Geatrell Tuesday  P.  M. 

"      Abraham  Schwenck Wednesday  A.  M. 

West  Susquehanna.     Rev.  John  F.  De  Long Tuesday  P.  M. 

Elder  John  H.  Keller Tuesday  P.  M. 

"      Richard  Strubble Tuesday  P.  M. 

Lehigh.  "      Solomon  Griesemer Tuesday  P.  M. 

"      Solomon  Boyer Tuesday  P.  M. 

Miami.  "  '  Joseph  F.  Kemp Wednesday  A.  M. 

"      Benjamin  Kuhns Wednesday  A.  M. 

Lancaster,  0.  "      George  Holman Tuesday  P.  M. 

Tuscarawas.  "      John  Weimer,  M.  D Saturday  P.  M. 

"      Ephraim  K.  Kremer Wednesday  A.  M. 

Eastern  Ohio.  "      John  WilliaixJ Wednesday  A.  M. 

iSt.  Joseph.  "      J.  I.  Frager Wednesday  A.  M. 

"      Jacob  Pfeiffer ; Wednesday  A.  M. 

Cincinnati.  "      Henry  Schroer Tuesday  A.  M. 

Rev.  Oswald  J.  Accola Wednesday  A.  M. 

Zion' s\West)  "    William  Hansen Monday  P.  M. 

Sheboygan.  "     Jacob  Hauser Tuesday  P.  M. 

Indiana.  "    John  F.  H.  Dieckman Tuesday  P.  M. 

"    John  J.  Janett Tuesday  P.  M. 

Minnesota.  Elder  Henry  Rugenmeier Monday  P.  M. 

Somerset.  "      John  Musser Friday  P.  M. 

Allegheny.  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Stauffer Monday  P.  M. 

St.  raid's.  Elder  Christian  M.  Boush.  Esq Tuesday  P.  M. 

Zion's  {East).  Rev.  Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  D Wednesday  A.  M. 

"    Francis  S.  Lindaman Wednesday  A.  M. 
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CLASSES.  NAMES.  TIME 

M&'cersburgh.  Elder  John  Bowman Wednesday  A.  M. 

"      Joshua  L.  Reifsneider Wednesday  A.  M. 

"      J.  Rawm  Pague Wednesday  M. 

West  New  York.  Rev.  John  B.  Kniest Wednesday  P.  M. 

Elder  Christian  R.  Men  nig Saturday  P.  M. 

West  Pennsylvania.    Rev.  Charles  A.  Limberg Tuesday  P.  M. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  B.  YOCKEY,  Chairman. 


Eeporters  of  General  Synod. 

During  Thursday  morning  session,  on  motion,  Kevs.  Cyrus 
Cort,  Michael  Loucksf  J.  David  Miller,  Aug.  E.  F.  Schade,  Darius 
"W.  rierhard,  and  Joel  T.  Rossiter,  were  appointed  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  this  General  Synod  for  the  press.  The  reporters, 
during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  last  day  of  the  session,  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

Your  committee,  appointed  to  furnish  the  Daily  and  Associat- 
ed Press  with  an  account  of  General  Synod's  proceedings,  re- 
spectfully report  as  follows  : 

That  they  have,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  furnished  reports 
for  the  daily  papers  in  Tiffin,  Cleveland,  Dayton,  Altoona,  Phil- 
adelphia, Lancaster,  (Pa.,)  and  Baltimore.  We  regret  to  state 
that  the  Associated  Press  agents  or  managers  failed  to  afford 
any  facilities  for  the  general  transmission  of  the  proceedings  to 
the  daily  papers  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  expenses  of 
your  committee  amounted  to  $1.90. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CYEUS  CORT,  Chairman. 


The  Pastor  and  the  People. 

During  the  morning  session  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions, 
by  permission  of  Synod,  Rev.  Samuel  Mease,  D.  D.,  made  a 
statement  in  regard  to  a  publication  issued  by  him,  entitled 
"The  Pastor  and  the  People/'  and  laid  a  copy  thereof  before 
Synod.  This  statement,  together  with'  the  copy  of  said  publi- 
cation, was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs. 
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Henry  M,  Kieffer,  James  G.  Dengler,  Oswald  J.  Accola,  elders 
Richard  L.  Gray  and  John  C.  Allen.  This  committee,  during 
the  afternoon  session  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  "  The  Pastor  and 
the  People,"  a  magazine  issued  bi-monthly  under  the  editorial 
management  of  Eev.  Samuel  Mease,  D.  D.,  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  action  : 

Resolved,  That  "  The  Pastor  and  People,"  a  magazine  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  Christian  instruction  and  culture,  be  and  is 
hereby  cordially  recommended  to  the  favorable  consideration 
and  patronage  of  our  pastors,  and  to  all  engaged  in  the  work 
of  teaching,  as  a  valuable  assistant  in  their  work. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  M.  KIEFFER,  Chairman. 


Monuments  of  Olevianus  and  Ursinus. 

On  motion  the  following  action  respecting  a  monument  to 
the  memory  of  Casper  Olevinus  was  adopted  by  the  Synod  : 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure 
of  the  intention  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  East  to  erect  a 
suitable  monument  to  Casper  Olevinus,  one  of  the  two  revered 
authors  of  our  Catechism,  and  that  it  recommends  this  .enter- 
prise to  the  liberality  of  the  Church,  whose  gratitude  as  a 
whole  is  t(4be  represented  in  its  erection. 

Also,  on  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  German  Synod  of  the  East  be  respectfully 
requested  to  inquire  as  to  the  condition  of  the  monument  of 
Zacharias  Ursinus,  D.  D.,  one  of  the  revered  authors  of  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism. 


Action  Respecting  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D. 
The  following  action  in  regard  to  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D. 
D.,  in  view  of  his  serious  affliction,  was  adopted  by  the  General 
Synod  during  its  closing  session  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  May 
25th,  namely : 
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Inasmuch  as  this  General  Synod  has  learned  with  great 
anxiety  of  the  serious  illness  of  the  venerable  and  reverenedDr. 
Samuel  E.  Fisher,  an  aged  and  active  servant  in  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  who  came  to  this  synod  to  dis- 
charge an  important  duty  assigned  him;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  hereby  expresses  its  prayer- 
ful sympathy  with  our  afflicted  brother,  and  that  we  commend 
him  to  the  prayers  of  his  brethren,  and  devoutly  invoke  upon 
him  the  comfort  and  sustaining  grace  of  our  heavenly  Father. 

Resolved^  That  the  brethren,  Eevs.  J.  David  Miller,  Dr.  David 
E.  Klopp,  and  Elder  Goldsborough  S.  Griffith,  together  with 
the  resident  clergy  of  Tiffin,  be  requested  by  this  synod  to  ren- 
der our  suffering  brother  such  services,  as  under  the  direction 
of  his  physician,  may  be  necessary. 


During  the  morning  session  on  Monday,  a  communication 
was  received  from  Messrs.  Geo.  T.  Donaldson  and  J.  D.  Snyder, 
photographers  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  pi'oposing,  with  the  approval  of 
the  General  Synod,  to  take  the  picture  of  each  officer  and  min- 
isterial delegate  of  this  Synod  for  the  pui-pose  of  forming  them 
into  a  group.  In  regard  to  this  proposition,  on  motion,  the 
following  action  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  proposition  of  Messrs.  Donaldson  and 
Snyder  be  accepted  with  thanks. 


During  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  a  communication  from 
the  Superintendent  of  the  German  Publishing  House  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  containing  a  proposition  in  x'egard  to  the  Hymnal, 
was  presented  to  the  General  Synod,  and  laid  on  the  table  for 
the  present.  Afterwards  the  paper  was  taken  up  and  discussed. 
Then  it  was  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  English 
Hymn-Book.     Thereupon,  it  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  reference  be  laid  on  the  table  indefinitely. 
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ARTICLE  XXIV. 

EBSUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

"Vote  of  Thanks. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Besolved,  That  this  General  Synod  returns  its  hearty  thanks 
to  the  iDastors  and  members  of  the  First  and  Second  Reformed 
Churches  and  to  other  citizens  of  Tiffin,  for  having  so  kindly 
and  generously  entertained  its  delegates  and  advisory  members 
during  their  stay  in  their  midst ;  and  that  the  said  pastors  be 
requested  to  read  this  action  to  their  respective  congregations 
at  an  early  date,  as  well  as  have  it  published  in  the  papers  of 
Tiffin. 

Besolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  be  instructed  to  tender  the 
thanks  of  this  General  Synod  to  these  railroad  companies, 
namely,  the  Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago,  the  Cincinnati, 
Sandusky  &  Cleveland,  the  Columbus  &  Toledo,  the  Columbus 
&  Hocking  Yalley,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  and  branch- 
es, for  permitting  the  members  of  synod  to  pass  over  their  re- 
spective roads  at  reduced  fare. 


The  roll  of  the  General  Synod  was  called,  and  none  were 
found  absent  without  permission  or  excuse. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions  were  read  and 
approved  ;  and  they  were  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 


ARTICLE  XXV. 
ADJOURNMENT. 


Besolved,  That  the  General  Synod  now  adjourns  to  meet  again 
in  triennial  sessions,  in  the  Third  Reformed  Church,  in  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  on  Wednesday  before  the  second  Sunday  in 
May  (7th),  A.  D.,  1884,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
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The  General  Synod  adjourned  on  Wednesday,  May  25,  at- 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  closed  its  sessions  with  sing- 
ing, prayer,  joining  in  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed, 
and  the  benediction  by  Eev.  Samuel  Gr.  Wagner,  D.  D. 

JEEEMIAH  H.  GOOD,  President. 

ISAAC  H.  REITEE,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

ISAAC  H.  REITBR,  Stated  Clerk.. 
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Durhatn, 

Ridge  Valley, 

Doylestown, 

Keller's. 

Indian  Creek, 

South  Bethleliem, 

Quakert(>wn, 

Sellersville, 

Friedensville, 

Tinioum, 

Lower  Saucon, 

Springtield, 

Leidvtown, 

Hilltown, 

Riesielsville, 

South  Easton, 

New  Williamsj 

Dublin, 

Ziegler, 

Fleetwood, 

Zion's, 

S.  White  Hall  oong 

Mahoning, 
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8.   Tohickon  Classis. 

David  Rothrock, 
Simon  K.  Gross, 
Levi  C.  Sheip, 
Amandus  F.  Ziegler, 
Jacob  Kehm, 
Nathaniel  Z.  Snj'der, 
Franklin  J.  Mohr, 
James  G.  Dengler, 
Robert  C.  Weaver, 
George  W.  Roth, 
Abraham  B.  Koplin, 
Henrv  J.  Welker, 
J.  M."Hartzell, 
Henry  F.  Seiple, 
J.  Calvin  Leinljach, 
N.  Z.  Snyder,  supply, 
D.  F.  Bvendle,        "     . 
Gross  &  Seiple,      " 

13 

9.  Lehigh  9lassis. 

Wm.A.  Helfrich,  D.D. 
J.  Sassaman  Herman, 
Alfred  J.  Herman, 
Wm   R.  Hoftbrd,. 
Abm.  Bartholomew, 
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Thornville,        O 
Can'l  Winchester 
Hallsville,         " 
Stoutsville,        " 
Somerset,           " 
Bremen,             " 
Baltimore,         " 
Canton,              " 
Can'l  Winchester 
Baltimore,         " 
Lancaster,         " 
Upper  Sandusky 

Wadsworth,     O. 
Massillon,          " 
Wadsworth,      " 
Akron,               •* 
Lake,                 " 
Lake,                  " 
Dayton,               " 
Shelby,               " 
Reedsburg,       " 
Navarre,            " 
West  Salem,      " 
Mohican,            " 
Sycamore,          " 
Marshallsville, " 
Canal  Fulton,   " 
Sharon,              " 
Canaan,              " 
Bucyrus,            " 
Sidney,               " 
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Th(ffnville 

Winchester 

Kinnickinnick 

Stoutsville 

Ch.  of  the  Cross 

Jerusalem 

Union 

Lancaster 

North  Uuion 

Without  charge 

Wadsworth 

Tuscarawas 

Union 

Grace  Reformed 

Uniontown 

Manchester 

Trinity     1) 

Shelby 

Reedsburg 

Navarre 

West  Salem    2) 

Mohican 

Wooster 

Bristol 

Canal  Fulton 

Sharon 

Canaan 

Without  charge 

Francis  C.  Yost. 
Silas  P.  Mauger. 
Austin  Henry. 
Joseph  W.  Barber. 

John  R.  Skinner. 

Henry  H.  Sandoe. 
John  M.  Kendig. 
James  Heffley,  sup. 
Henry  King. 
Peter  D.  Schory. 
Jacob  Klingler. 

c 

3.  Tuscarawas. 

Sebastian  C.  Goss 
Silas  B.  Mase 
Sanmel  B.  Leiter,  D.  D 
Emil  P.  Herbruck 
John  H.  Beck 
Isaiah  S.  Hahn 
Edward  Herbruck 
Orange  E.  Lake 
Edward  D.  Wettach 
John  S.  Stoner 
Louis  M.  Kerschner 
James  H.  Steele 
Theodore  J.  Bacher  3) 
Vacant 

Jacob  V.  Lerch 
Vacant 
Vacant 
Joseph  Kester 
Hiram  Shaull  4) 
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North  Lima,     O. 
Louisville,        0. 
New  Lisbon,    " 
Carrollton,         " 
Columbiana,     " 
Warren,             " 
Petersburg,       " 
Germano,          " 
Youngstown,   " 
Navarre,            '* 
Youngstown,   " 
Carrollton,         " 

Forreston,       111. 
Dakota,             " 
Orangeville,     " 
Lena,                 " 
Freeport,          " 
Loran,               " 
Freeport,          " 
Spring  Bay,     " 
Washburn,       " 
Burr  Oak,         ** 
La  Rose,           " 
Chicago,            " 
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Mt.  Olivet 

Louisville 

New  Lisbon 

Carrollton 

Columbiana 

Warren 

Springfield 

New  Jefterson 

Canfield 

Moultrie 

Youngstown 

Without  C;harge 

Forreston 

Dakota 

Orangeville 

Damascus 

Freeport  Mission 

Loran 

X  Freejjort 

Spring  Bay 

Washburn 

Without  charge 

Superannuated 

Licentiate 

5.  Eastern  Ohio  Classis. 

Charles  M.  Schaaf 
John  J.  Leber  man 
Milton  H.  Groh 
William  A.  Miller 
J.  Huston  Boniberger 
Edward  H.  Otting 
John  Meekly 
William  M.  Andrews 
Jacob  B.  Zumpe 
John  C.  Klar,  sup. 
Julius  Herold 
Michael  A.  Miller 
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6.  Northern  Illinois 
Classis. 
Daniel  liantz 
Frank  Wetzel 
Frederick  W.  Stump 
Joseph  Sechler 
Isaac  A.  Sites 
Ottmar  Esselborn 

Vacant 

Vacant 

William  G.  Hackman 

John  Kercher 

Oliver  C.  Weller 
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Sum  mum,       111. 
Anna,                 " 
Blue  Mound,  " 
Shelbyville,     " 
Grove  City,      " 
Tiffin,  Ohio. 

Zwingli,  Iowa. 
Greencastle,  Pa. 
Lisbon,  Iowa. 
Imogene,  Iowa. 
Coneville,  Iowa. 
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Anamosa,  Iowa. 
Wilton  June,  la. 
Brandon,  Iowa. 
Monticello,  la. 
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Lyons,  Iowa. 
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Bouider 
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Brandon 
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Palermo 
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7.  S/ielb)/  Classis. 
Jeriah  S.  Shade 
James  H.  B.  Lippard 
Daniel  K.  Fulcason 
Joseph  F.  Butler 
Robert  F.  <  >plinger 
Simon  P.  Myers, 

1 

8.  Iowa  Classis, 
Fred'k  C.  Bauman 
Cyrus  Cort 
Dewalt  S.  Fouse 
David  P.  Lefever 
John  H.  Buser 
Henry  Keller 
John  A.  Smith 
Samuel  C.  Long 
Thomas  S.  Land 
George  Rettig 
Jacob  Kuhn 
John  Naille 
Henry  Bair    t 
George  Weber    f 
Geo.  H.  Albright    t 

o 
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Montpelier,  O. 
Three  Riv's,Mich 

Plymouth,  Ind. 
Denver,  Ind. 
Pulaski,  Ohio. 
Bristol,  Ind. 
Erie,  Mich. 
Winamac,  Ind. 
Fulton,  Mich. 
Edgerton,  Ohio. 
White  Pig'nMich 
Goshen,  Ind. 
Bluttton,  Ind. 
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Hiawatha,  Kan. 
New  Basil,  Kan. 
Sabetha,        Kan. 
Sabetha,        Kan. 
Abilene,           " 
Twin  Creek,   " 
Emporia,         " 
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11.  Kansas  Ciassis. 
Abraham  Bolliger 
Elias  Bauraan 
Daniel  J.  Greenwald 
Allen  R.  Holshouser, 
John  A.  Nicolai 
E.  T.  Schorer 
Jos.  G.  Shoemaker 
Siegfried  Thomas 
Hiram  Shumaker 

Vacant 

CO 

o 

III.  Synod  of  N.  W. 

1.  Zion\^  Ciassis. 
Charles  F.  Kriete 
John  Niehotf 
Peter  H.  Dippell 
Charles  Schaaf 
William  Hansen 
Peter  Kohl 
Arnold  Heineman 
John  Rettig 
Reemt  Janssen 
C.  F.  William  Hustedt 
Peter  Vitz 
Gottlieb  Beisser 
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COMPARATIVE     SUMMARY 

Of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  exhibiting  the 
results  secured  for  the  year  designated  at  the  head  of  each 
column,  and  also  for  the  three  years  ending  in  each  instance 
with  the  date  given  : 

1878.  1881. 

Synods 6  6- 

Classes 45  48 

MiDisters 710  762 

Congregations 1,369  1,403 

Members..'? 147.788  161,002 

Members  unconfirmed , 90.993  96,147 

Baptisms— infants,  given  year 12,323  13,213 

•'            infants,  in  three  years 39,059  40,388 

*'            adults,  given  year 880  1,096 

"            adults,  in  three  years 1.882  3,362 

Confirmed,  given  year 8,456  9,113^ 

in  three  years 26,733  28,240 

Cirtificate,  given  year 3,716  4,113 

"            in  three  years 11,184  12,263 

Communed 120,681  132.709 

Dismissed,  given  year 1,J66  2,249 

"            in  three  years 5,175  5,791 

Excommunicated,  given  year 174  123 

"                     in  three  years 567 

Erased,  given  year 512  1,503 

"           in  three  years 3,869 

Deaths,  given  year 4,887  4,591 

*'         in  three  years 14,102  14,492 

Sunday-schools 1,237  1,346 

Sunday-school  scholars 89,982  103,511 

Students  for  the  ministry 157  141 

Benevolent  contributions,  given  year 861,727  873,400- 

in  three  years 207,417  194,869' 

Congregational  purposes,  given  year 531,929  630,189 

"  "  in   three   years 1,305,905     1,738,213; 
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INDEX  TO  THE  SCHEDULES. 


Containing  the  Statistical  Reports,  together  with  the  names 
of  the  Synods,  Classes,  Ministers  and  Licentiates,  and  the  num- 
ber of  the  page  where  they  may  be  found. 

I.    The  Synods. 

The  Synod  in  the  United  States  organized  September  29, 1747 177,  210 

The  Synod  of  Ohio  organized  June  14, 1824 185,  210 

The  Synod  of  the  Northwest  organized  May  29, 1867 192,  210 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburg  organized  February  12,1870 •. 199,  211 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  organized  April  18, 1873 201,  211 

The  German  Synod  of  the  East  organized  January  12, 1875 206,  211 


Allegheny 201 

Cincinnati 191 

Clarion 199 

Eastern  Ohio 189 

East  Pennsylvania 177 

East  Susquehanna 181 

Erie 195 

Ooshenhoppen' 183 

Heidelberg 194 

Illinois,  Northern 189 

Indiana ..193 

Iowa 190 

Kansas 192 

Lancaster  (0.) 186 

Lancaster  (Pa.) 180 

Lebanon 178 


II,    The  Classes. 

Lehigh 184 

Maryland 202 

Maryland,  German 208 

Mercersburg 203 

Miami 185 

Milwaukee 196 

Minnesota 196 

Missouri 198 

Nebraska 197 

New  York 206 

North  Carolina 205 

Philadelphia! 179 

Philadelphia,  German  207 

Portland-Oregon  208 

San  Francisco 206 

Sheboygan 193 


Shelby 190 

Somerset 200 

St.  John's 197 

St.  Joseph's 191 

St.  Paul's 200 

Tiffin 188 

Tohickon 184 

Tuscarawas 187 

Ursinus 197 

Virginia 205 

Westmoreland 199 

West  New  York 207 

AVest  Pennsylvania 208 

West  Susquehanna 182 

Zion's.  Syn.  N.  W 192 

Zion's,  Syn.  Potomac. ..201 
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III.    THE  MINISTEES  AND   LICENTIATES. 


/^ccola,  Osdwald,  J,  Dayton,  O. 
Addams,  George  E,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
Albright,  Daniel  B,  Womelsdorf,  Pa. 
Albright,  George  H,  New  Lisbon,  O. 
Alspach,   Joel  W,  Baldwin,   Butler  Co.,  Pa. 
Andrews, Wm.  M,  Germane,  Harrison  Co.  O. 
Appel,  Robert  S,   Hamburg,  Berks  Co.,  Pa. 
Appel,  D  D,  Theodore,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Apple,  D  D,  Joseph  H,  Saegertown,  Pa. 
Apple,  D  D,  Thomas  G,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Assman,   Robert  G,  Hazleton,  Luz  Co.,  Pa. 
Aughinbaugh,  D  D,  Geo  W,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Bacher,  Theo  J,  Sycamore,  Wyandot  Co.,  O. 
Bachman,  Adam  J,  Schaefferstown,  Pa. 
Bachman,  James  N,  Stony  Run,  Pa. 
Bachman,    John,  64  15th   St.,   Cincinnati,  O, 
Bachman,    Marcus,   127   Bank  St.,  Baltimore. 
Badertscher,  Christian,  Bluffton,  Allen  Co,  O. 
Bahner,  Franklin  F,  Waynesborough,  Pa. 
Baichly,  Alpheus  E,  Liberty  Centre,  O. 
Bair,  Henry,  Storm  Lake,  Iowa. 
Balliet,  Thomas  M,  New  Mahoning,  Pa. 
Bank,  Charles,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 
Barber,  Jos  W,  Stoutsville,  Fairfield  Co.,  O. 
Barkley,  Thomas  J,  Sunbury,  Pa. 
Barringer,  Paul,  Mt  Pleasant,  N  C. 
Barth,  Sebastian,  Lidianapolis,  Ind. 
Bartholomew,  Abraham,   Lehighton,  Pa. 
Bartholomew,  Allen  R,  Jonestown,  Pa. 
Bassler,  Henry  S,  Millersburg,  Pa. 
Bates,  William  H,  Johnstown,  Pa. 
Baum,  Christian,   Hegins,    Schuyl.    Co,    Pa. 
Bauman,  Frederick  C,  Zwingli,  Iowa. 
Baumgartner,  John,  Akron,  Ohio 
Bausman,  D  IJ,  Benjaman,  Reading,  Pa. 
Beade,  Jonathan  C,  Sidney,  O. 
Beam,  Samuel  Z,  Mt  Pleasant,  Pa. 
Beck  Charles,  Bellaire,  Belmont  Co,  O. 
Beck,  John  H,  Lake,  Stark  Co,»0. 
Becker,  Augustus,  Waukesha,  Wis. 
Becker,  Charles,  Preston,   Canada. 
Becker,  Charles,  Brodheadville,  Pa. 
Becker,  Cyrus  J,  Catasauqua,  Pa. 
Becker,  Philip,  Mt  Eaton,  Wayne  Co,  O. 
Beisser,  Gottlieb,  Decatur,  Ind. 
Bentz,  Henry,  Clarence,  Erie  Co,  N  Y. 
Berleman,  Fred  W,  530  St  John  St,  Phila,  Pa. 
Beyer,  C  E  W,  Grand  Junction,  Iowa. 
Bielfeld,  Herman,   Frederiek,  Rid. 
Biery,  Benj.  F,  Orefield,  Lehigh  Co,  Pa. 
Biery,  John,  Walhonding,  O. 
Black,  Albert   A,   Huntingdon,  Pa. 
Blaetgen,  John,  Northeim,  Wis. 
Boley,  Adam,  710  Selfrige  St,  Phila,  Pa. 
BoUenbacher,  Jacob,  Belvidsre,  Tenn. 
BoUiger,  Abraham,   Hiawatha,  Kansas. 
Bomberger,  J  Huston,  Columbiana,  O. 
Bomberger,  D  D,  J  H  A,  CoUegeville,  Pa. 
Bonekemper,  Wm.  Sutton,  Clay  Co.,  Neb. 
Borcher,  Conrad,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Bossard,  Ph  D,  James,  Franklin,  Wis. 
Bowers,  Andrew  J,  Weyer's  Cave,  Va. 
Bowling,  Robert  C,  Emlenton,  Pa. 
Bowman,    John    C,     Shepherdstown,  W   Va. 
Braun,  J  B,  Isla,  Saunders  Co,  Neb. 
Braun,  Wm,  36  Hague  St,  Cleveland,  O. 
Brecht,  John  J,  Sauk  City,  Wis. 
Bridenbaugh,  Samuel  R,  Berlin,  Pa. 
Brendle,  Daniel  F,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
Brown,  Franklin  W,  Brandon,  Iowa. 
Brown,  Isaac  G,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 
Brown,  Simon  P,  Chapman,   Snyder  Co,  Pa. 
Bruengger,  Henry.  Greenwood,  Wis. 
Brunner,  Casper,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Bucher,  D  D,  John  C,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 
Busche,  John  F.  108  Rivington  St,  N  Y. 
Buser,  John    H,  Coneville,   Mus.    Co,  Iowa. 
Butler,  Joseph    F,  Shelbyville,   111. 
Butt,    Andrew,  Montpelier,  Williams  Co,  O. 


Callender,  DD,  Samuel  N.  Rockingham,  Va^ 
Carnahan,  Barton  R,  Mt  Jackson.  Va. 
Caspar,  Adolph  B,  New  Berlin,  Pa. 
Casselman,  Amos,   Fostoria,  Ohio. 
Cast,  Charles,  Egg  Harbor,  N  J. 
Cecil,  Jesse  W,  Thomasville,  N  C. 
Christine,  Frederick  F,  Waterloo,  Ind. 
Christman,  David  M,  Minersville,  Pa. 
Clauser,  Wm  W,  White  Deer  Mills,  Pa. 
Clever,   Conrad,   210    N    Howard    St,   Balti- 
more, Md. 
Colliflower,  Wm  F,  Frederick,  Md. 
Comfort,  Henry   I,  Bradford,  Miami   Co.  O. 
Cook,  Henry  E,  Hagerstown,  Md. 
Coon,  Charles  H,  Boston,  Mass. 
Cort  Cyrus,  Greencastle,  Frank.  Co,  Pa. 
Cort,  Lucian,  Greensburgh,  Pa. 
Crawford,  James,   Lancaster,  Pa. 
Cremer,  William  C,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 
Crist,  John  J,  Catasauqua,  Pa. 
Crooks,  Robert  F,  Heilig's  Mills,  N  C. 

Dahlman,  Abr.  Emil,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Dahlman,  D  D,  Jacob,  Akron,  O. 
Daniel,  Horatio,  Nazareth,  Pa. 
Darbaker,  Harry  D,  Harmony,  Pa. 
Davis,  D  D,  Peter  S,   907  Arch  St,  Phila,  Pa. 
Davis,  Wm.  F.  P,  Reading,  Pa. 
Deatrich,  Wm.  R.  H,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 
Deatrick,  Wm.  M,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 
Deatrick,  Wm.  W,  Glade,  Somerset   Co,  Pa.. 
Dechant,  Augustus  L,  Pennsburg,  Pa. 
Dechant,  Frederick  W,  Reading,  Pa. 
Dechant  George  B,  Catawissa,  Pa. 
DeGeller,  E,  Napa  City,  California. 
DeLong,  John  F,  Bellefonte,  Pa. 
Dengler,  James  G.  Sellersville,  Pa. 
Derr,  Joshua  H,  Williamsport,  Pa. 
Derr,  Levi  K,   Reading,    Pa. 
Derr,   Tilghman,  Conyngham,  Pa. 
Detrich,  Josiah  D,   Flourtown,  Pa. 
Dieckman,   Frederick,  Wheatland,  Iowa. 
Dieckman,  John  F  H,   Louisville,   Ky. 
Dieckman,    William,  New  Bremen,   0. 
Diefenderfer,  Moses  H,  Jenner  X  Roads,  Pa. 
Dieffenbacher,    Cyrus    R,     Greensburg,  Pa. 
Dieffenbacher,   Diodorus  S,  Kittanning,   Pa. 
Dieffenbacher,   Eusebius  H,  Wyoming,  Del. 
Dietz,  Tilghman  R,  Punxsutawney,  Pa. 
Dingledine,  John  E,  Bradford,  O. 
Dippell,  Peter    H,  Huntington,  Ind. 
Dittnvar,  David  N,  Littlestown,  Pa. 
Dole,  Albert  G,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 
Donat,  Willoughby,  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa. 
Dotterer,  John,  INIerwin,  Pa. 
Driesbach,  Albert    F,  Shrewsbury,  Pa. 
Dubbs,  Alfred   J  G,  Allentown,  Pa. 
Dubbs,  D  D,  Joseph  H,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Duenger,   Rudolph,  Fountain   Spring,  Pa. 
Dumstry,Max  F,4720  Butler  St,  Pittsburg,Pa. 

Ebbert,    David    W,    Spring    City,     Chester 

Co,  Pa. 
Edmonds,  Francis  A,   Harmony,  Pa. 
Edmonds,  Lewis  C,  Beaver  Springs,  Pa. 
Eichen,   John,  Linton,  Greene  County,  Ind. 
Eisenberg,    Samuel    H,  Latrobe,  Pa. 
Filers,  William,  Olney,   Richland  Co,  111. 
Ellicker,  Solomon,  Baxter,  Iowa. 
Engle,   William   G,  Pillow,  Dauphin   Co,  Pa. 
Erb,    Edmund,   Aurora,   Hamilton   Co,   Neb. 
Eschbach,  D  D,  Edmund   R,  Frederick,  Md. 
Esselborn,  Ottmar,    Loran,  111. 
Evans,  John  M,  Curllsville,  Pa. 
Evans,  Levi  Kryder,   Pottstown,  Pa. 

pacius,  Gustavus,  No  73  Aisquith   St,  Balti- 
more,   Md. 
Feete,  Daniel,  Norristown,  Pa. 
Feige,  William,  Storm  Lake,   Iowa. 
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Fenneman,  Wm  H,  Tiffin,  O. 
Fenstermacher,  Thomas  A,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Ferer,  Benjamin  B,   Pleasant  Unity.  Pa. 
Firor,  Marion  L,  27S  Lex.  St.  Baltimore,  Md. 
Fisher,  Chas  G,  907  Arch  St.,  Phila.,  Pa. 
Fisher,  John  J,  Tamaqua.  Pa. 
Fleiner,  C'F,  Jeffersonville,  Ind. 
Fogel,  Edward  J,  Fogelsville,  Pa. 
Foil,  John  A,  Newton,   N  C. 
Forwick,  Fred,  105   Fulton   St,  Cleveland,  O. 
Fouse,  Dewalt  S,  Lisbon,  Linn  Co,  Iowa. 
Fox,  Frederick,  327  W  50th  St,  N  Y. 
Frank,  Milton  F,   Farmersville,  O. 
Freeman,  Joseph  E,  Weissport,  Pa. 
Friebolin,  Wm,  65  DeBow  St,  St  Paul,  Minn. 
Fritch,  JNIartin  L,  Reading,  Pa. 
Fritchey,   John  G,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Fritzinger,  Jared,  Allentown,  Pa. 
Fuendling,  Julius,  San   Francisco,  Cal. 
Fulcason,  Daniel    K,   Blue  Mound,  111. 
Fuerer,  Edmund  F  E,  Mosel,  Wis. 

Cantenbein,  John,  Portland,  Oregon. 
Garner.  Henry  S,  Schellsburg,  Bedf 'd  Co,  Pa. 
Ga?t,  D  D.  Frederick  A,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Geary,  Ambrose  C,  Keedysville,  Md. 
Gehr,  DD,  Nicholas,  1230  N  6th  St,  Phila,  Pa. 
Geissel,  J  F,  Fort  vVayne,  Ind. 
Gerhard,  Calvin  S,  Columbia,  Lan.   Co,  Pa. 
Gerhard,  Darius  W,  New  Holland,  Pa. 
Gerhard,  William    T,   Lancaster,  Pa. 
Gerhart,  D   D,  Emanuel  V,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Gerhart,  Henry  L,  East  Greenville,  Pa. 
Gerhart,  R  Leighton,   Lewisburg,  Pa. 
Gernant,  Edwin  A,  Allentown,  Pa. 
Gersman,  Henry    M,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Gilpin,  William,  Broken  Sword,  Cra\v'dCo,0. 
Glessner,  D  D,  Geo  W,  Shippensburg,  Pa 
Gonser,  Albert,    West  Salem,  Wayne  Co,  O, 
Good,    Charles  W,  Delmont,    West.   Co,   Pa. 
Good,  James  I,  1515  N  loth  St,  Phila,  Pa. 
Good,  D  D,  Jeremiah  H,  Tiffin,  O. 
Good,  Prof  Reuben,  Tiffin,  O. 
Goodrich.  William,  Clear  Spring,  Md. 
Goss,   Sebastian   C,  Wadsworth,  Ohio. 
Graeff,  Isaac  E,  Tamaqua,  Pa. 
Graf,  J  F,  Monticello,  Iowa. 
Grant,  James,  Bradenville,  West'd  Co,  Pa. 
Grauel,  Julius,  Owatonna,  Minn. 
Greding,  D  D,  Peter,  Bluffton,  Allen  Co,  O. 
Greenwald,  Daniel  J,  Sabetha,  Kan. 
Griese,  Fred'k,  Barnesburg,  Hamilton  Co,  O. 
Grether,  Frank,  Rhine,  Sheboygan  Co,  Wis. 
Grether,  John  M,  Osnaburg,  O. 
Gring,  Ambrose  D,  28  Tsukiji,  Tokio,  Japan. 
Gring,  Daniel,  York,  York  Co,  Pa. 
Gring,   John,    Fredericksburg,   Pa. 
Gring,  Wm    Aug,  Emmittsburg,  Md. 
Grivelly,    Jasper,  Boone,   Boone    Co,    Iowa. 
Grob,  Jean,  Schleisingerville,  Wis. 
Groh,  JNIilton  H,  New  Lisbon,  O. 
Groh,  Wm  H,  Boalsburg,  Pa. 
Grosenbaugh,    Louis,   Three    Rivers,    Mich. 
Gross,  Simon  K,  Schlichter's,  Buck's  Co,  Pa. 
Grosshuesch, Tillman,  Linton, Greene  Co,Ind. 
Grosshuesch,  Wm,  Ada,  Sheboygan  Co,  Wis. 
Grueningen,  Jacob  J,  Sauk  City, Wis. 
Gruenstein,  Edward  E,  Olney,  111. 
Guenther,  Augustus,  Rising  Sun,  Ind. 
Gumbert,  Christian,  Adams,  Armst'g  Co,  Pa. 
Gundlach,  Charles,  Rochester,  N  V. 
Gurley,  G.  Dickey,  Concord,  N  C. 

Haas,  Wm  A,  Selin's  Grove,  Pa. 
Hacker,  Thomas  J,  Shamokin,  Pa. 
Hackman,   Wm  G,  Burr  Oak,  Mich. 
Hahn,  Frederick  B,  Greenville,  Pa. 
Hahn,    Isaiah    S,  Nimisila,  Summitt  Co,    O. 
Hale,  James  T,   Fairfield,  Greene  Co,  O. 
Hale,  William  A,  Dayton,  O. 
Hanhart,  Henry,  117  Clinton  St,  Cincin'ta,0, 
Hannabery,  Jos,  RJillington,  Kent  Co,  Md. 


Hansen,  Wm,  214  Russell  St,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Hartman,  Charles,    Alameda,  California. 
Hartman,    John  H,  Lehighton,  Pa. 
Hartmetz,  Fred  P,  Sharon,  Mercer  Co,  Pa. 
Hartzell,  George  P,    Walker,  Centre  Co,  Pa. 
Hartzell,  J  M,  Chalfant,  Bucks  Co,  Pa. 
Hartzell,  Jacob  S,  Allentown.  Pa. 
Hassler,  Anson  L,  Pulaski,  O. 
Hassler,  Edgar  S,  jNIercersburgh,  Pa. 
Hassler,   Jacob,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 
Hauser,  Jacob,  Black  River  Falls,  Wis. 
Hauser,  J  Conrad,  483  W  Saratoga  St,  Balti- 
more, Md. 
Hawker,  Adam,  Dayton;  O. 
Heberle,  John,    St  Mary's,  Auglaize    Co,  O. 
Heckman,  John,  501  Sycamore  St,  Cin'ta,  O. 
Hedrick,  Michael  L,  Silver  Hill,  N  C. 
HefHey,  James,  Canal  Winchester,  O. 
Heilman,  Calvin  U,  Elk  Lick,  Pa. 
Heilman,  Uriah  H,  Duncannon,  Pa. 
Heimberger,  Charles  T,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Heineman,  Arnold,   Defiance,  O. 
Heinze,  Moritz,  Bellaire,  Belmont  Co,  O. 
Heisler,  Daniel  Y,   Easton,  Pa. 
Helfrich,  Nevin  W  A,  Fogelsville,  Pa. 
Helfrich,  D  D,  Wm  A,   Fogelsville,  Pa. 
Heller,  Andrew  J,  Arendtsville,  Pa. 
Helming,    Herman,   Indianapolis,    Ind. 
Hench,  Silas  M,  Walkersville,  Md. 
Hendrickson,   Wm   C,  Bristol,  Bucks  Co,  Pa. 
Henneman,    John  C,  Glade,  Jackson  Co,  O. 
Henning,  George  W,  Canton,  Q. 
Henry,  Austin,   Hallsville,  Ross  Co,  O. 
Henry,  Jerome  B,  Plymouth,  Ind. 
Henschen,  Ernst    Wm,  Salzburg,  Mich. 
Hensell,  John  C,   Mt  Crawford,  Va. 
Hensell,  Lawrence   M,  Cross  Keys,  Va. 
Herbert,  Wm  H,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 
Herbruck,  Edward,  Dayton,  O. 
Herbruck,  Emil  P,    Akron,  U. 
Herbruck,  D  D,  Peter,  Canton,  O. 
Herbst,  Cosmos  H,  Colebrookdale,  Pa. 
Herman,  Alfred  J,  Maxatawny,  Pa. 
Herman,  Henry  M,  Miamisburgh,  O. 
Herman,  J  Sassaman,   Kutztown,  Pa. 
Herman,  Lewis  C,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
Herold,  Julius,  Youngstown,  O. 
Hershey,  Scott    F,  Denver,   Ind. 
Heusser,    Herman,   Fountain   City,   Wis. 
Hevser,    Henry  C,  Rochester,   N  Y. 
Hib'shman,  D  D,  H  H  W,  Stone  Church,  Pa. 
Hiester,  Eli,  E.  Friedensburgh,  Pa. 
Hiester,  D  D,  Jonathan  E,  Annville,  Pa. 
Higbee,  D  D,  Elnathan  E,  Lebanou,  Pa. 
Hilbish,    Henry,  Hanover,  York  county.  Pa. 
Hinske,  Ernst  R,   Waukegan,  111. 
HofTheins,  John  A,   Martinsburg,  W  Va. 
Hoffman,  Philip  P  A,  Boyerstown,  Pa. 
Hoffmeier,  Henry  W,  Middletown,  Md. 
Hoffmeier.  Thomas  F,   Middletown,  ]\Id. 
Hofford,  Wm  R,  Allentown,  Pa. 
Holshouser,  Allen   R,  Sabetha,  Kan. 
Horstmeier,  Wm  F,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 
Hottenstein,  Aaron  R,  Greenbrier,  Pa. 
Houpt,  Wm  C,  Lineville,  Pa. 
Houtz,  Alfred,  Orangeville,  Columbia  Co,  Pa. 
Huber,  Simon  M  K.  Worcester,  Pa. 
Huber,  Thomas  A   Brodheadville,  Pa. 
Huecker,  Bernard    R,   Waukon,  Iowa. 
Huecker,  John  C,  Elmore,  Wis.  , 

HuUhorst,  Charles  G  A,  Columbus,  Neb. 
HuUhorst,  Frederick,  Clear  Creek,  Neb. 
Hunsberger,  Joseph  H,   Findlay,  O. 
Hustedt,  C  F  W,  Haskins,  Wood  county,  O. 

|hle,  Jacob,  Bellevue,  Huron  county,  O. 
Ingle,  John,  Salisbury,   Rowan  county,  N  C. 
Ingold,  Jeremiah,  Hickory  Tavern,  N  C. 

Janett,  John  J,  105  Elsas  Av,  Evansville,Ind. 
Janssen,  Reemt,  Edon,  Williams  county,  O. 
Joerris,  Peter,  Poland,  Clay  county,  Ind. 
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Johnson,  John  O,  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa. 
Johnston,    George  H,  2301    Green  St,  Phila, 
Johnston,  D  D,  Thomas  S,  Lebanon,  Pa. 
Judt,  Frederick,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Haemmerer,   D  D,  David,  Wooster,  O. 
Kanne,  Augustus,  box  133  Lacrosse,  Wis. 
Keener,  Henry   F,   Berlin,  Somerset  Co,  Pa. 
Kefauver,  D  D,  Lewis  H,  Tiffin,  O. 
Kehm,  Jacob,  Sellersville,   Bucks  county,Pa. 
Keller,  Christian,  Bridesburg,  Pa. 
Keller,  Christian  F,  Chicago,  111. 
Keller,  Eli,    Zionsville,  Lehigh    county,   Pa. 
Keller,  Henry,    Maquoketa,  Iowa. 
Keller,  Joseph  A.  Randolph,  Portage  Co,  O. 
Keller,  Reuben,  Erie,  Monroe  counjy,  Mich. 
Kemm,  Charles  L,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Kendig,  John  M,  Canton,  O. 
Kercher,  John,  La  Rose,  Marshall  Co,  111. 
Kern,  Andrew,  Monticello,  Jones  Co,  Iowa. 
Kerschner,  Prof.  Jacob  B,  IVIercersburg,Pa. 
Kerschner,  Jacob  B,  Millersburg,  Pa. 
Kerschner, LewisM,  West  Salem, VVayneCo,0. 
Kerschner,  William  J,  AUentown,  Pa. 
Kessler,  Tobias,  Leesport,  Lancaster  Co,  Pa. 
Kester,  Joseph,  Bucyrus.  O. 
Keyser,  Henry  A,  Mahanoy  City,  Pa. 
Kiefter,  Henry  M,  Norristown,  Pa. 
Kieffer,  Prof  John  B,  Lancaster   Pa. 
Kieffer,  J  Spangler,  Hagerstown,  Md. 
Kieffer,  D  D,  Moses,  Gettysburg,  Pa. 
King,  Henry,  Baltimore,  Fairfield  county,0. 
King,  Hiram,  Somerset,  Somerset  Co,  Pa. 
Klar,  John  C,  Navarre,  Stark  county,  O. 
Klein,  David  G,  Walker,  Centre  county.  Pa. 
Klein,    Jacob,  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa. 
Klein,  D  D,  John  H,  Gallon,  Ohio. 
Kline,  Alpha  K,  Elderton,  Armstrong  Co,  Pa. 
Klingler,  Jacob,  Upper  Sandusky,  O. 
Klopp,  D  D,  David  E,  1541  O  7th  St  Phila, 
Kluge,  John  T,  Sheboygan,  Wis. 
Knappenberger,  J  \Vm,  E  E.  Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Knepper,    Benjamin,   Wellersberg,  Pa. 
Knepper,  Charles,  Mansfield  Valley,  Pa. 
Knepper,  Prof  Charles  O.  Tiffin,  O. 
Knie,  John,  Leslie,  Van  Wert  county,  O. 
Knierim,  John,  Prairie  City,  Mo. 
Kniest,  John  B,  71  Locust  St,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Knipe,  Jesse  B,  Chester  Springs,  Pa. 
Kohl,  Peter,  Ai,  Fulton  county,  O. 
Kohler,  Phaon  S,  Berwick,  Columbia  Co,  Pa. 
Kohler,  S  Sydney,  New  Berlin,  Union  Co,  Pa. 
Kohler,    William,  Dahlgren,    Minn. 
Konatzka,  Augustus,   Hammansburg,  O. 
Koplin,  Abraham  B,  Hellertown,  Pa. 
Kortheurer,   D  D,  Herman,  Bucyrus,  O. 
Krahn,  Albert,  box  42,  Wabasha,  Minn. 
Krebs.  Walter  E,   Littlestown,   Pa. 
Kremer,   Abner  R,   Winchester,  Va. 
Kremer,  D  D,  Amos  H,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
Kremer,  Ellis  N,   Bedford,  Pa. 
Kremer,  D  D,  Franklin  W,  Lebanon,  Pa. 
Kremer,  Leighton    G.   Hagerstown,  Md. 
Kretzing,  John,  Littlestown,  Pa. 
Kriete,  Charles  F,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Kroh,  Daniel,  Erie,  Montgomery  Co,  Mich. 
Krout,    A    Frank,    Stone     Church,    North'd 

county,  Pa. 
Krueger,   Julius  H,  Arnheim,  Brown  Co,  O. 
Kuckherman,     F  W  H,  New  Knoxville,  O. 
Kuelling,  D  D,  John,  Philadelphia  Pa. 
Kuenzel,  Wm  G,  Lowell,  Dodge  county, Wis. 
Kuenzler,   Frederick,  Waukesha,  Wis. 
Kuhl,  John  Geo,  Covington,  Ky. 
Kuhlen,  Gerhard,  Vermillion,  Erie  county,0. 
Kuhn,  Jacob,  Millersburg,  Iowa  Co,  la. 
Kuhn,  O,  Donop,  Wayne  Co,  Neb. 
Kuhn,   Samuel,  Hummelstown,   Pa. 
Kunz,  Rudolph,  Hazleton,  Pa. 
Kurtz,  Ph   D,   Henry,   Franklin,   Sheboygan 

county,  Wis. 
Kurtz,  Julius  C  J,  Shamokin,  Pa. 


Kurtzman,  George,  Rochester,  Minn. 

Kuss,  Charles,  417  Sherman  St,  Buffalo,  N.Y_ 

Lady,  David  B,  Manor  Station,  Pa. 

Lahr,   Louis  B  C,  Tiffin,  O. 

Lake,  Orange   E,   Shelby,  Rich'd  county,  O. 

Land,  Thomas  S,  Maquoketa,  Jackson  Co,  la. 

Landis,  Wm  M,  Rebersburg,  Pa. 

Lange,  Julius,  Stafford,   Clackamas  county, 

Oregon. 
Lantz,  Daniel,  Forreston,  111. 
Laury,   Silas   F,    Codorus,  York  county,  Pa. 
Leader,  Daniel   H,  Everett,  Bedford  Co,  Pa. 
Leasure,    Loran  B,  Greensburg,  Pa. 
Leberman,  David  D,  Meadville,  Pa. 
Leberman,  John  J.  Louisville,  O. 
Leberman,   Lawrence   D,  Pottstown,  Pa. 
Lecron,  W  H  S,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 
Lefever,  David  P,  tmogene,  Fremont  Co,  la. 
Le  Fevre.  Jacob  M,  Sidney,  O. 
Lefever,  WmD,  Littlestown,  Pa. 
Leich,  Frederick  P,  Riceville,  Wis. 
Leinbach,  Aaron  S,  Reading.  Pa. 
Leinbach,  D  D,  Charles  H,  Stouchsburg,  Pa. 
Leinbach.  J  Calvin,Riegelsville,BucksCo,Pa. 
Leinbach.  J  Heister,  Reading,  Pa. 
Leinbach,  Samuel   A,  Coplay,  Pa 
Leinbach,  T  Calvin,  SVnmelsdorf,  Pa. 
Leiss,  Aaron,  H,  Kentland,  Newton  Co,  Ind. 
Leisse,  Henry,  Orwigsburg,  Pa. 
Leiter,   D   D     Samuel  B.  Wadsworth,  O. 
Leonard,  George   H,   Basil,   O. 
Lerch,  Jacob  V,  Canal  Fulton,  Stark  Co,  O. 
Leutzinger,  H.   Sturgis,  Mich. 
Levan,  Franklin  K,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 
Lichliter,  Wm  F,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Limberg,  Chailes  A,  Butler,  Butler  Co,  Pa. 
Lindaman,  Francis  S,  Blain,  Perry  Co,  Pa. 
Lippard,  James  H  B,  Anna,  Union  county, III. 
Lisberger,  Robert,  Bath,  North'ton  Co,  Pa. 
Lohr,  Oscar  T,  Bisrampore,  East  India. 
Long,  Henry  F,  Claysburg,  Blair  county, Pa. 
Long,  Philip  A,  Taneytown,  Md. 
Long,  Samuel  C,  Wilton  Junction,  Iowa. 
Long,  Thomas,  Salem,   N  C. 
Loos,  George,   Potter's  Mills,  Wis. 
Loos,  Isaac  K,  Bethlehem,   Pa. 
Loose,  Joseph  S,   Bridgewater,  Va. 
Loose,  Nathaniel   H,   Bellevue,  O. 
Loucks,  Michael,  Dayton,  O. 
Love,  John  W.  Greensburg,  Pa. 
Luescher,  Rudolph,  Triadelphia,  W  Va. 
Lukens,\  Charles,     Frankford,    Phila,  Pa. 

IVJabry,  James  W,  Cherryville,  Pa. 

Alareus,  Frederick  W,  Crestline,  O. 

Martin,  Charles  T,  Franklin,  Sheboygan 
county.  Wis. 

Martin,  D  D,  George  H,  Woodstock,  Va. 

Massalsky,   Gustavus  B,  Brady's  Bend,  Pa. 
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